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“Well, I’ll be Dang!” 
 I’m sure we’ve all had the same feelings when we have an “aha 

moment” about something that was right in front of us all along.  Like me, I’ll 

bet you were recently in the process of wrapping gifts when you couldn’t find 

the tape. You look under the paper, in the supply box, in the ribbon bag…no 

tape! Finally, you get up and look in all the other rooms until frustration brings 

you back to your unwrapped gift and you see the roll of tape sitting on top of the 

package as if it had been silently observing your manic search.  Arrrrgggghhhh! 

All of us have had those moments I imagine. When something is so plain, so 

obvious that it’s like the nose on our face, but we don’t realize it until a certain 

moment of clarity. That is an “aha moment”. That is an epiphany of sorts when 

the situation or item becomes obvious and clear. We just chuckle and slap our 

heads for missing something so apparent that was right in front of us the whole 

time. 

 This is the season of Epiphany in the church calendar. After the birth of 

Jesus, the Magi seeking the Christ child presented their gifts and it symbolized 

that Emmanuel, God with us, was for all peoples. Jew and Gentile, resident and 

immigrant, men and women, red and yellow, black and white …..everyone is 

loved and cherished by God.  It was an “aha moment”! It was an Epiphany! It 

was right there in front of us the entire time. God’s love knows no boundaries 

and is for us all. We may shake our heads or slap them but then we raise our 

hands with joy as we realize the blessing of God’s love and presence. 

 As 2019 begins it may be a good time for us to pause and look around 

for the obvious blessings in our lives.  We have celebrated Christmas with all 

the festivities and gift giving but what does it all mean for us?   The birth of 

Jesus the Christ was an event of God’s incarnation into our world. Too often we 

are so surrounded by God’s blessings and goodness that we forget the obvious. 

The coming of the Christ child makes it clear that we are the Beloved Children 

of God. It was there all along but sometimes we get so busy and preoccupied 

with other things that we forget the most important things. Epiphany reminds us 

that God is with all of us. Emmanuel!  

Epiphany Blessings, 

   The Friar 

SPRC Greetings 

 
The SPRC would like to thank our Princeton UMC staff for all their hard work over the past year. We are 

blessed with people who love our church and its ministries and work hard to maintain and continue our 

tradition of serving God. If you have any ideas or concerns regarding any aspect of our church, from 

clerical to custodial, please let the pastor or a member of SPRC know so that we can address the concern 

and continue our work to share the Good News at Princeton.  Happiest of New Year to all. 
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Golden Age Group  

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2019! Golden 

Age Group will meet the second 

Tuesday of the month, Jan 8 in the 

Fellowship Hall . Come gather beginning at 11:00 

am and be ready to eat at 11:45 AM. The menu will 

be SOUPS (all homemade: vegetarian, chicken 

noodle and chili) provided by hosts, Pam Davis and 

Marianne Stipe. All others are asked to bring 

sandwiches, salads and desserts. Our guest is 

Theresa Rice, an Outreach Specialist, for Georgia 

Libraries for Accessible Statewide Services 

(GLASS). Theresa will  share with us a helpful 

resource for expanding our reading opportunities. 

Come and celebrate a New Year with the Golden 

Age Group.  See you!  

Message from  

Our Choir Director . . .  

Our December meeting is always so much fun 

great fellowship and especially good food.  We 

had visitors which seemed to enjoy being with 

us, we always encourage other women to join 

us.  We did not have any business just a 

devotion, dinner and our annual ornament 

exchange. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 

January 17 at the church, 7:00 pm. Vera 

Bramblett will have devotion and Esther Porter 

the Program.  

COOL Kids kicks off Wednesday, January 

16 at Rush for a fun night of jumping per 

the kids request!   
The other dates are January 23, 30 and February 6, 

13 will be at the church. We need help with meals, 

even if it is just picking up a pizza and helping to 

set it up and serve it, and we need help with 

creative activities. We need at least one other adult 

to help with the program each night.  
 

Do you have a cool craft you are willing to share 

with the kids or know someone creative who is 

willing to come to our church? Cookie decorating, 

making bird feeders, candle making, card making, 

origami, prayer boxes or journals, t-shirt 

decorating, ceramics or mosaics, painting canvas 

or wood signs, wreath making, making slime, or 

maybe a mission project we could do like making 

snack bags for the homeless?  
 

Please let me know if you can help in any way to 

support the Princeton kids. All food and projects 

are reimbursable through the Children's Ministry 

budget. 

Mouse House 
2018 

This could be music for your ears. I know you 

enjoyed the music provided by our Sanctuary and 

Hosanna! Choirs during this Christmas Season. 

Now with the New Year brings your opportunity 

to add your voice or music talent. We, unlike the 

Athens Choral Society, do not require an 

audition. Also, Frances and I are available to help 

you feel prepared to participate or share your 

talent in a worship setting. So let's get started! 

David Paul 

                               There will not be a meeting in                          
                                January. 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 5 at 
6:00 PM. 
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In Honor 

  January 

Nursery Schedule                  

   6    Katie 

   13     Esther 

   20    Natalyn 

   27   JP and Lisa 

January Worship  

Scripture Readers 

     6     Stan Lee 

     13 Jerry Whitacre 

     20 Cyndy Corley 

     27 Aaron Jackson 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Nadia Law   01/05 
 Rita Parr   01/05 
 Diane Jarrett  01/06 
 Jerry Whitacre  01/06 
 Callie Heard   01/09 
 June Brittain  01/10 
 Marianne Stipe  01/12 
 Charly Pou   01/15 
 West Corley  01/16 
 Kelly Field   01/16 
 Vera Bramblett  01/17 
 Doyle Brittain  01/17 
 Grace Raj   01/20 
 Rev. Tom David  01/22 
 David Porter  01/22 
 Steve Wilson  01/29 

 Susan Field   02/01 
 Sean Corley   02/05 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

      Scott & Ann Jackson 01/06 
      Doyle & Toula Bradley 01/18 

      J. P. & Lisa Morris  02/03 

In Memory 

Mae Lee 

Jim and Marilyn Allison / Gen Budget 

Joyce Hamilton/Gen Budget 

Elmer Johnson 

George & Helen Bush / Dime Ministry 

Howard F. Hamlin, Lena & Coleman Loyd, Lucille Bray, 

Rhonda Garrison, Boyd Fulcher, Martha Bishop 

Peggy L. Hamlin / Kitchen Renovation 

Charlotte Johnson’s 90th birthday 

Dick & Susan Field /Angel Tree 

Many happy faces participated in the Nativity scene in the cantata on 
Sunday, December 9. Thanks to all the children for a wonderful job. 

Princeton Family: 

Thank you for all your thoughts and prayers for me and my 

family as we struggled through my nearly fatal accident.  I am 

convinced that God listened to you and others and decided to 

keep me around for a little while longer.  We cannot express 

how blessed we are to have your support.  Susan and I ask for 

your continued indulgences as we seek a new normal for our 

lives.     

In Christ, Dick Field 
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Princeton United Methodist Church 

Office: (706) 353-1123 

www.princetonumcathensga.org 

 
Staff 

 

Pastor: Reverend Gary Lawrence 
fishfriar1@gmail.com 
 

Secretary: Mary Licht 
princetonumc@bellsouth.net 
 

Choir Director: David Paul Lamar 
dplamar_3n1@yahoo.com 
 

Children’s Director: Kelly Field 
 

Accompanist: Frances Lamar 
 
 

PUMP Editor: Office 
 

Publication & Circulation: 

Marilyn Allison, Toula Bradley, 

Diane Jarrett, Janet Doster 

 

Pray for Our Armed Forces Family 
 

We want to remember all of our service men 

and women, but our prayer list will only 

include those who are deployed outside of 

the USA or have been wounded in action.  

Special Concerns: 
Please let us know if you want your name 

added or removed. 

PUMP, January 2019 

Princeton Prayer List 

In Nursing Homes, 

Retirement Centers 

& Homebound: 
 

Martha Kelley 

Becky Hutchins 

Roger Landrum 

Rae Preston 

Freda Townsend 

We’re on the Web! http://www.princetonumcathensga.org 

Trey Alexander 
Linda & Holly Byrd 
Dick Field 
Shaefer Heard 
Becky Hutchins 

Betty Lee 
Andrea Newhouse 
Grace Smith 
Mary Thrasher 

We extend sincere 
Christian sympathy  
to the family and 
friends of: 

 
Mae Lee 

 
Kathy Moore 


