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Don’t Stop Too Soon
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid,
for I know that you are looking for Jesus,
who was crucified.
He is not here. He has risen, just as He said.
(Matthew 28:5-6)
A traveler through Europe told of visiting a famous
shrine in the Italian Alps. A path led up the hillside.
It had been trampled by the feet of thousands of
pilgrims. Along the way were the “stations of the
cross.” At the end of the well-worn trail was a large
outdoor crucifix. It was clear that most of the people who came to view the shrine
stopped at the crucifix, but the tourist noticed a grass-covered trail leading on.
Curious, he pushed through the undergrowth and a few yards farther on found
another shrine-the representation of the empty tomb. It was neglected, overgrown.
Too many had stopped too soon. [Source unknown]
Far too many have gotten to the cross and having experienced the sorrow of Jesus’
death and the cancellation of sin it provides, stop and stay there. The cross was
necessary and is exceedingly important to every followers of Jesus Christ. It brings
us back to the source of our new life. Though our sins be great and beyond our
ability to make amends, through Christ’s death, as far as the east is from the west,
just that far will God remove our sins from us. Christ is the beginning of our new
life – of our being made right with God.
Far too few have moved beyond to the cross to experience the real message of
Easter. That is the message of the empty tomb – The angel said to the women, “Do
not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is
not here. He has risen, just as he said.” (Matthew 28:5-6). The message of Easter is
that Jesus was resurrected! In Revelation 1:8 Jesus said, I died, and behold I am
alive forevermore...” The confirmation of new life is here, the resurrection – Jesus
is alive forever more. And we have the promise – because I live you, you also will
live. (John 14:19)
Creating God, you have raised Jesus from death for us. We come in joy to hear the
good news of life. Enliven us with the proclamation that Jesus Christ is risen… He
is risen indeed. Amen.
In His Word,
Reverend Dee Dee
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Opportunities:

April Basket Ministry
Books for Keeps
See Page 4

See page 3

Easter Egg Hunt
See page 3

Online Giving
Your consistent and
thoughtful contributions
to the church general
operating budget are
deeply appreciated.
Visit our website.

Golden Age Group
The Princeton Golden Age Group
will meet on Tuesday, April 11 at
11:45 AM with Marianne Stipe, and Pam Davis
as hosts. The menu will be a covered dish meal
so bring on your good food and desserts. The
program will be a presentation on caring for
your feet and other helpful advice on
aging issues from a local Doctor of
Podiatric Medicine, Dr. Frank J.
Dipalma. Hope you can attend April's
gathering.

Spring has Sprung!
Princeton United Methodist Women are energized,
kicking off the season for renewal by hosting the
District-wide Lenten Day Apart meeting and taking the
opportunity to prepare and participate in upcoming
activities and events. On March 23rd our unit treasurer
sent our financial contributions supporting the UMW
Legacy Fund. This day was designated as the day the
national office will match our donation. Members
have assembled layette kits to bring to Annual
Conference in June and have donated to the Princeton
Basket ministries. The Spiritual Growth/Social Action
Retreat is scheduled for April 28-29 at Rock Eagle 4H
Camp in Eatonton. For additional information about
this event visit: https://northga-reg.brtapp.com/
SpritualGrowthSocial Action2017.
We invite all women to the next Princeton UMW
meeting which will be held on Tuesday April 18 at 7
p.m. Rita Parr will lead us in the devotion. The
program promises to be entertaining and fun for all
who attend as we have our Make It, Bake It, Fake It
Auction. Laughter is guaranteed!
Take time to stop, look, and listen to the sounds of
nature and Gods’ creation!
Janet Valente, UMW President

Until Next time, Rev. Tom Davis, President

Free Coffee Friday
Friday, April 7 and Friday April 14
7:30-8:30 am
We will once again offer free coffee to the
community to show them God loves them and
Princeton UMC does too.
Volunteers need to be here by 6:45 AM.

Calling all Superheroes!
Hero Central VBS
is coming your way.
June 26 , 27 and 28th at PUMC from 5:45-7:45 p.m.
Registration begins soon.
Sign up your family and friends and yourself as a
volunteer!
Ages 4-7th grade.
th

th

Visit our website for updated information: www.princetonumcathensga.org
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Make Plans to Join Us
At Princeton UMC
for Holy Week ~ April 9—16

Community Wide Easter Egg Hunt
will be held on Sunday, April 16at 10:00 am.
Please join us for a wonderful time of fun and
fellowship for the children!

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 9,
11:00AM.

We will have someone taking family pictures
after the hunt and in front of our decorated
flower Cross. The pictures will be available for
pick up the following Sunday (4/3) before and
after the worship service.

Holy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday, April 13 7:00 pm
Also called “Maundy Thursday”
Christians observe this day in
commemoration of Christ's Last
Supper.

Please join us for a great time!

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 14 7:00 pm
Observed the Friday before Easter
Sunday. On this day Christians
commemorate the passion, suffering,
and death on the cross of the Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Volunteers Needed—We need your
help setting up on
Saturday, April 15 to put
up the boundary on the
front lawn. Many hands
will make this go faster.
We will also need
volunteers to hide the
eggs on Easter morning. Please contact
Kelly Field.

Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast
Sunday, April 16, 7:10 am
Front Steps of Church
Join us as the day is dawning for this
special service and then breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall immediately
afterward. (No Sunday School)

FREE Family Movie Night
Saturday, April 22. Doors open at 6:00
PM for you to enjoy free hotdogs, popcorn
and drinks before the
movies. Movies begin
at 6:30 PM. There
will be two movies—
one for adults (TBD)
and a movie for
children (TBD) All
children, 3-year-olds
(who are potty
trained) through 6th grade may be
dropped off. Children 2 and under need to
be accompanied by an adult. Volunteers
are need to help prepare food and
watch over children during their movie.

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 16, 10:00 AM
Front Lawn - Rain or Shine!
Afterwards have your family picture
made at our beautiful flower cross.
Then join us for Easter worship.
Traditional Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 16, 11:00 am Celebrate
the risen Christ with us featuring
special music, children’s time, and a
powerful resurrection message.
(Nursery provided)
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MISSIONS
April Basket Ministry—Books for Keeps

Got books?
Our Basket Ministry for April...Books For Keeps
Non-profit Books for Keeps works to end “summer slide” - the learning loss
suffered by many children when they are away from school. Children from lowincome families are particularly affected, often due to a simple lack of access to books.
Since 2009, Books for Keeps (BFK) has given more than 260,000 books to children from low-income
families in Georgia in grades Pre-K through 12.
BFK has a great need for new or gently-used books for children and young adults in Pre-K through 12th
grade. They accept books of any kind, for children or adults.
Thank you all for giving me
the opportunity to serve as
your music director for these
past 3 years. I have never
before had a job which
allowed me to grow as much
as a musician, a leader, and
most importantly, as a
servant of the Lord.
Princeton will always be near
and dear to the hearts of myself and my family. My
family and I appreciate all of your kind words and
prayers through the years, and we will miss you all.
We pray that Princeton will continue to shine as an
example of God’s love in this community.
In Christ, Hannah Schwartz

Farewell Luncheon
Join us for a covered dish lunch as we say thank
you and farewell to Hannah and Jonathan and Lily
and Violet on Sunday, April 30 following worship.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee will
coordinate the meal.

Easter Lily Tradition
History, mythology, and art are filled with stories and
images that speak of the
beauty and majesty of the
elegant white flowers known
as the Easter Lily. It has long
stood as a symbol of purity,
hope, innocence and peace.
One of the most famous Biblical references is in the
Sermon on the Mount, when Christ said, Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow: they toil not, neither
do they spin and yet Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. (Luke 12:27)
Lilies are often called the “White-Robed Apostles of
Hope”. Lilies were discovered in the Garden of
Gethsemane after Christ died on the cross. During the
Easter season, churches line their altars and envelop
their crosses with a multitude of Easter Lilies, to signify
the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the hope of
eternal life.

Memory Verse for April
For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.
John 3:16 KJV
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Princeton Servant Spotlight
This month we turn the PUMP Volunteer Spotlight on Dick Field. Dick has been our
Treasurer for many years following Homer Hale (who followed Richard Couch). And we
appreciate so much the fine job he does in paying our bills in a timely manner and keeping
us within budget. But Dick also does a lot of other things. He uses his great love and
knowledge of the Lord, the Bible and history to teach the Odds and Ends Sunday School
Class. The class loves him and appreciates the time and research he puts into lesson
preparation. You will also see Dick every Sunday in worship at the back of the sanctuary,
managing the sound system. Dick is a forester and loves the outdoors. He keeps an eye out
for trees that need to be cut or pruned and has replanted, watered and nourished when replacement was
necessary. On one memorable occasion Dick and Jim Allison spent several days digging down to the footings
of the education building to put in drainage to direct water away from the building. Dick and his wife, Susan,
have two sons: Nate (Sarah) and Jeremy (Kelly), and three grandchildren: Wilkes, David, and Otis. You may
see Dick riding his bike or his little 1952 MG around town.

Holy Humor Sunday
April 23
There is an ancient tradition in the church where the liturgy
(ie: prayers, Scripture, songs) of the day celebrates the
humor of God. It is called “Bright Sunday, or “Holy Humor
Sunday”. Traditionally it is held the Sunday after Easter and
builds on the Good News that is celebrated that week. Jesus
was dead, but is now alive.
Risus paschalis – “The Easter Laugh,” the early theologians
called it, and the theme has echoed down through the
centuries. If there is any place where joyous laughter should
be found it’s in the church!
Pastor Dee Dee is inviting everyone to send her their
favorite clean joke or story (1-2 minutes long), and she
will share some of them on Holy Humor Sunday. She
would like to let some of you share your joke, if you
want to. Email her or leave a note in her folder. Bring some
friends and join us for a day of Holy Humor.
(dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org).

Save the Date—2017 Annual Conference
June 13—15
Volunteers Needed For Annual
Conference, A job for everyone.
Some jobs are greeting, others are
checking in, some require standing,
other sitting down. If you are
interested in serving, you can contact Annette Jackson. More
info will follow.
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Saturday, April 29
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
It doesn’t seem quite
fair to call it a work day,
because it really is a fun day. A chance to get
together at church, where you don’t feel like
you need to be dressed up and join others
cleaning and “freshen up” various areas of
the church. We need you! Young and lessyoung. You don’t need to sign up, just show
up as soon as you can, and stay as long as you
can. There’s a job for everyone. If you do
have any questions contact David Porter
(davidwporter22@gmail.com).

Homecoming
Sunday, May 7
Celebrating 181 Years
11:00 a.m. – Worship Service
Covered Dish Meal to follow
We will have a guest preacher in worship and
special music by the choir. Immediately
following the Worship Service join us for
lunch and fellowship. Meat will be provided.
Please bring a covered dish or two to share. If
you would like to help prepare, set up tables,
and decorate contact Becky Hutchins or
Esther Porter (estherporter24@gmail.com).

BIRTHDAYS
Ben Wilcox
Betty Lee
Violet Schwartz
Shannon Jackson
Joyce Nixon
Jeremy Field
Don Parr

04/03
04/05
04/10
04/13
04/18
04/27
05/01

ANNIVERSARIES

Bobby & Linda Byrd
Ben & Kristine Wilcox
Jeremy & Kelly Field

04/24
04/24
05/01

Thank you for your donation of $250 to the Food Bank of
Northeast Georgia. Your gift helps us provide more than
1,250 meals to help feed the hungry. Many thanks for your
generosity. All the Best, Susan Dodson

Princeton would like to thank the faithful members
of the Wednesday morning Philippians 4:6
Prayer team for their ministry to Princeton Church,
the congregation and many others over the past few
years. Many people are touched by their prayers and
cards every week.
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto God.
Philippians 4:6 KJV

Easter Trivia
1. What is another name for Holy Thursday?
a) Lenten Thursday
b) Easter Thursday c) Maundy Thursday
2. Which Jewish feast did Jesus celebrate just before his death?
a) Day of Atonement—Jews remember their sins
b) Purim - Jews remember when Queen Esther saved them
c) Hanukkah—Jews remember the divine restoration of the Temple
d) Passover—Jews remember their escape from Eqypt
3. What was the name of the hill where they crucified Jesus?
a) Gethsemane
b) Golgotha
c) Gardenia
d) Ararat
4. How many times did Jesus appear after his resurrection?
a) 1 time to 10 of his disciples
b) 500 times
c) 12 times to different group sizes, 1 to 500 people
d) 3 times: Mary Magdalene, Peter and James
5. How long did Jesus remain after his resurrection before he ascended into heaven?
a) 7 days
b) 14 days
c) 40 days
d) 49 days
(See answers on page 7)
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Easter
Taxes Due

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

24

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

17

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

10

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM
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Monday

1. c) Maundy Thursday

Disciple Study 5 PM

30 H Schwartz Luncheon

Disciple Study 5 PM

23

Sunrise/Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt
Worship 11:00 AM
Disciple Study 5 PM

16

Disciple Study 5 PM

Holy Communion

Passion/Palm Sunday

9

Disciple Study 5 PM

5th Sunday in Lent

2

Sunday

2. d) Passover

3. b) Golgotha

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 6:30
PM

Prayer Group 8 AM

26

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 6:30
PM

UMW 7 PM

25

Prayer Group 8 AM

19

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 6:30
PM

Prayer Group 8 AM

12

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 6:30
PM
Trustees 7 PM

Prayer Group 8 AM
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Wednesday

Athens Fd Bk 9AM-1PM

18

Admin. Council 7 PM

Passover
GAG 11:45 AM

11

ODB 9:30 AM
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Tuesday

27

20

7

28

21

Good Friday Service

Good Friday

Friday

14

4. c) 12 times

Holy Thursday Service

13

6

Thursday

APRIL 2017

5. c) 40 days

OA 10:30 AM

29

OA 10:30 AM

22

OA 10:30 AM

15

OA 10:30 AM
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1

April Fool's
Day
OA 10:30 AM

Saturday
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We’re on the Web! http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/

Office: (706) 353-1123
www.princetonumcathensga.org
Staff
Pastor: Reverend Dee Dee Lawson
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org
Secretary: Mary Licht
office@princetonumcathensga.org
Choir Director: Hannah Schwartz
hannahwschwartz@yahoo.com

Princeton Prayer List
Special Concerns:
Please let us know if you want your name
added or removed.
Trey Alexander
Doyle & June Brittain
Linda & Holly Byrd
Margaret Collins
Becky Hutchins
Charlotte Johnson

Betty Lee
Mae Lee
Andrea Newhouse
Grace Smith
Mary Thrasher

Children’s Director: Kelly Field
Accompanist: Pat Jameson
patriciajameson@yahoo.com
PUMP Editor: Office
Publication & Circulation:
Marilyn Allison, Toula Bradley,
Diane Jarrett, Janet Doster

Pray for Our Armed Forces Family
We want to remember all of our service men
and women, but our prayer list will only include those who are deployed outside of the
USA or have been wounded in action. Please
help us by giving your request to the ushers or
calling or emailing the church office.
PUMP, April 2017
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In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers
& Homebound:
Martha Bishop
Martha Kelley
Roger Landrum
Rae Preston
Agnes Smith
Freda Townsend

