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Opportunities:
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
Jeremiah 29:11
Did you know that New Year’s Day is the one holiday that is almost universal? It is the
world’s most observed holiday.
I trust you’ve made your New Year’s resolutions one of which is to be in worship each
week. Well done for this first Sunday. I won’t ask you if you’ve resolved to lose the weight
you gained between Thanksgiving and Christmas, or if you’re planning on joining a health
club, or if you’re going to run five miles a day. Five miles, by the way, is my total aggregate
of a lifetime of running.

Chase the Lion
New Worship Series
Starts January 15

The late Erma Bombeck made some memorable resolutions over the years:
1. I will go to no doctor whose office plants have died.
2. I’m going to follow my husband’s suggestion to put a little excitement into my
life by living within our budget.
3. I’m going to apply for a hardship scholarship to Weight Watchers.
4. I will never loan my car to anyone I have given birth to.

Free Coffee Fridays
See page 2

Joke writer Ed McManus has some words of comfort for those of us who are setting
resolutions: “Don’t worry about [keeping] those 2017 News Year’s resolutions,” he says.
“You only have to deal with them until the end of February and then you can give them up
for Lent.” It sounds like he has been spying on some of us.
Resolutions are good, especially if there are changes we need to make in our lives. I heard
about one poor guy who dialed his girlfriend and got the following recording: “I am not
available right now, but thank you for caring enough to call. I am making some changes in
my life. Please leave a message after the beep. If I do not return your call, you are one of
the changes.” It’s good to make changes, for the most part. As we are often reminded by
our critics, our spouses or our children, none of us is perfect. In fact, some of us might
have some deep regrets about the way we’ve lived our lives.

Disciple Bible Study
Short Term
Begins Jan. 22
See page 5

Dr. Les Parrott tells about a guy in Fredericksburg, Virginia named Cliff Satterthwaite who
helps people get rid of their regrets. Each New Year’s Eve Mr. Satterthwaite sets up a
booth in Fredericksburg where those celebrating New Year’s Eve can come for a moment
of sober reflection. Put the emphasis on “sober” reflection. Those who come write their
regrets on a scrap of paper, then they set a match to them and turn them to ashes in an
nearby canister. Literally, their regrets go up in smoke. At least, that’s the general idea.

Online Giving

We could do that. We could write our regrets on a piece of paper and bring them to the
altar and watch them go up in smoke. That might be very therapeutic for some of us as we
begin a new year. But the text from Jeremiah puts the emphasis not on our past, but on
our future. Not on our regrets, but on our possibilities. Because… we have a God of
desires the best for us. In His Word, Rev. Dee Dee
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Your consistent and
thoughtful contributions
to the church general
operating budget are
deeply appreciated.
Visit our website.

Children’s Christmas Party ~ Mouse House sets Record
Mouse House was a huge success this year. We had a record number of 25 children and 21 volunteers. Hal of
the children were from the local community. Each child decorated a gingerbread cookie, made an ornament,
and shopped for presents for loved ones. Rev. Dee Dee told the Christmas story and Susan Brooks read a
story about Rodney the Reindeer. We all enjoyed singing carols although some of us were a little fuzzy on
some of the words. Many thanks to Marianne Stipe, Cyndy Corley, and Lynda Stipe for all of their hard work
and creativity.

Free Coffee Fridays

CAMP GLISSON

We’re hoping to be back beginning
Friday, February 3. Come join us
Registration is underway for children from rising 2nd any Friday in February from 7:30grade to 12th grade. For families needing some
8:30 am as we once again offer free coffee to the
financial assistance, Princeton will pay up to $50 of
community to show them God loves them and we
the registration fee for active member children. Please here at Princeton love them too, all with just a cup of
contact Rev. Dee Dee or Kelly Field about this.
coffee! If you have time on a Friday
morning come and hand out some coffee to people
Register online at www.glisson.org. Contact Callie
just to tell them that God loves them. We would
Heard when you register your child and forward your
love to have you! Contact Rev. Dee Dee or just drop
registration confirmation e-mail to her at
by one Friday morning! If you can’t serve, come get a
callieheard@me.com. Camps fill up quickly. See their
of joe to go. Volunteers need to be here by 6:45 AM.
website for registration deadlines.

2017 Summer Registration
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Golden Age Group
Our first meeting of 2017 will be
Jan.10. The holiday rush is slowing
down and now we turn our faces
toward God and His Eternal promise,
“I will still be with you in the new year.”

The UMM will meet 9am Saturday, January 14 at
9:00 AM. All men are welcome to attend.

We pray 2017 will bring new opportunities as we
continue growing old gracefully. If you are 50+ and
are free on second Tuesdays, there is a place for you at
Princeton UMC at 11:45 AM. We ask for a $2
donation each month and give you an opportunity to
take responsibility for meals and a program. The main
expectation is for you to come and have fellowship
and fun with friends.

The organized unit of United Methodist Women is a
community of women whose purpose is to know God
and to experience freedom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ: to develop a creative supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission, both
locally and globally. Princeton UMW will accomplish
our purpose beginning this month:

Our January host is Billy Cartey and the menu
includes ham with the sides and desserts provided by
our members. The program is Rick Scarborough
 We will begin new sponsorship of a child in Honduras Who will give a monologue on “Police Humor”.
Come and see what will happen.
 Making/assembling Layette Kits for UMCOR
In Christ, Rev. Tom Davis, GAG President
(United Methodist Committee on Relief)
 Planning a program for residents at Lanier Gardens
 Prepare, serve a meal for guests & staff at Bigger Vision
 Participate in the UMW Reading Program
 Attend mission study, “The Bible and Human Sexuality”

We invite you to join us in the fellowship. Don’t miss
out on the opportunities in January.
If Your Dream Doesn’t Scare You,
It’s Too Small

~ January 17, 7 p.m. UMW monthly meeting
~ January 27, 5 p.m. Bigger Vision Meal
~ January 28, 9 a.m. Mission Study

New Year’s Series
Begins Sunday, January 15, 2017

Wishing you many blessings during 2017,
Janet Valente, President

When the image of a man-eating beast travels
through the optic nerve and into the visual cortex,
the brain sends the body an urgent message: run!
That’s what normal people do, but not lion chasers.
Rather than seeing a 500-pound problem, they see
an opportunity for God to show up and show His
power.

Come join our choir! We will
resume rehearsals in the new year on
Wednesday, January 4th. Weekly
rehearsals are on Wednesdays from
6:30-7:30pm and at 9:30am Sunday
mornings. All are welcome and you do
not need to be able to read music to come and sing.

This series is based on the book, Chase the Lion by
Mark Batterson. It tells the true story of an ancient
warrior named Benaiah who chased a lion into a pit
on a snowy day and came out victorious. Has God
given you a lion-sized dream for your life? Your
church? Your community? If he has this series is for
you. And if you haven’t had such a dream, this series
is for you too.

Memory Verse for January

To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven.”
~ Ecclesiastes 3:1 ~
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MISSIONS
Salvation Army Angel Tree

January Basket Ministry
Souper Bowl 2017 –
Princeton Style
The date is set; the location is set;
only the teams remain to be
determined in Super Bowl LI. Here at Princeton,
however the teams HAVE been determined and we
can all be on the winning team. Last year’s total was
879 cans and $175. We can surely beat that and WIN
this thing! You may start bringing your donations
(cans, boxes, bags, bottles, etc.) immediately. All
kinds of food are needed. The final day of collection
will be Feb. 5 and the food and money will be
delivered the next day to two food banks—the Athens
Area Food Bank and the NE Georgia Food Banks.
Please check expiration dates to be sure the food is not
out of date. GOOOOOO PRINCETON! FEED
‘EM! (WOOF,WOOF,WOOF)

Again this year, Princeton sponsored children for the
Salvation Army Angel Tree. This is such a rewarding
mission for us, and is run by the Salvation Army with
outstanding organization. Thanks to the generosity of
our members, we were able to provide a merry
Christmas for eight children. We provided each child
with at least one winter outfit, as well as most of the
items on their wish lists, including 4 bikes with
helmets! Great job, Princeton!

Athens Area Emergency Food Bank
I have just completed my fifth year of volunteering at the Athens Area Emergency Food Bank, after taking
over from Jimmy Hale in 2012. Our donations have risen from 1,057 cans in 2012 to 1,810 in 2016. We are
currently 6th in donations out of 21 churches in this area and they are all much larger churches. The
Emergency Food Bank is very appreciative of our donations and especially thankful for the hours that we
volunteer there each month. The regular volunteers are Cindy Corley, Tom & Pam Davis, Stan Lee Nat
Livingston, Annette Jackson, Hannah Schwartz and Marianne Stipe. Thank you for all your kindness
Princeton UMC! Annette Jackson, Coordinator

Altar Guild
We have a wonderful “behind the scenes” group of
people that that make up our Altar Guild team. You
rarely see them in action, but each week you see the
results of their service in the sanctuary. I would like
to thank the Altar Guild for their service for the past
several years in preparing our sanctuary for the
different seasons and for holy communion each
month. They have been dedicated and loyal to
serving Princeton… Linda Byrd, Gary Collins, Diane
Jarrett, Marianne Stipe. Linda Byrd will be leaving the
committee, but we welcome Diane Parr to the group.
Please take time to thank them for their service. And,
if you are interested in serving on this committee,
contact Esther Porter, Altar Guild Chair.

Guess What?
We’re not just open on Sunday.
We would love for you to join us
on Wednesday mornings too:
Jesus instructed us to ask, seek, and knock. We
gather Wednesday mornings at
8:00 AM to do just that,
partnering together and with the
Lord in prayer for our church, our
community, and our world.
Everyone is invited to join us.

Visit our website for updated information: www.princetonumcathensga.org
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Princeton Servant Spotlight
For this issue of the PUMP we are
the Spotlight. Janet came to be a
Glenn Doster many years ago. They
recently retired from Publix where she
and baker, she regularly jumps in to
She also volunteers each week to help
Wednesday morning prayer group. In
helps in supporting grieving families in
friendly smile and being so willing to help, Janet! We love you.

happy to feature member, Janet Doster, in
member at Princeton when she married
have one son, Jimmy, who is a lawyer. Janet
worked in the bakery. A wonderful cook
help with special meals here at the church.
in the church office and participates in the
the office she inputs worship attendance and
our congregation. Thank you for your

On Friday, January 6 at 9:00 AM
We Need Your Help

To Take Down the Chrismon Tree and Christmas Decorations
Afterwards, enjoy a special treat of Esther Porter’s homemade soup for lunch.

EVERYBODY INVITED - Barnabas Group Guest Speaker
Sunday, January 29, 2017 (5:00 - 6:45 pm)

Missional Living in a Diverse World
Darrell Whiteman is a missiological anthropologist, passionate about helping people in diverse
cultures connect the Gospel and biblical values to the deepest part of their worldview. His
training in “Crossing Cultural Barriers with the Gospel” has taken him to 76 countries and the
training of thousands of missionaries and church workers. He is now semi-retired and lives in Norcross,
Georgia with his wife Laurie.
Description: Darrell Whiteman will examine the challenges and opportunities of crossing cultural barriers
with the Gospel and explore how to communicate and live out the Gospel as followers of Jesus.
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BIRTHDAYS
Rita Parr
Nadia Law
Diane Jarrett
Jerry Whitacre
Connie Bond
Carrie Neely
Callie Heard
June Brittain
Marianne Stipe
Charly Pou
West Corley
Kelly Field
Vera Bramblett
Doyle Brittain
Tom Davis
David Porter
Greg Etheridge
Susan Field
Sean Corley

01/05
01/05
01/06
01/06
01/08
01/08
01/09
01/10
01/12
01/15
01/16
01/16
01/17
01/17
01/22
01/22
01/31
02/01
02/05

ANNIVERSARIES

Scott & Ann Jackson
Doyle & Toula Bradley

01/06
01/18

J P & Lisa Morris

02/03

Jim Eure ~ Jimmy & Ezelle Hale ~
Jimmy Hamilton ~ John Stipe ~ Becky Whitacre
By Gary Collins and Rev. Dee Dee Lawson
A. J. Hale ~ Doris Jones ~Becky Whitacre
By Joyce Hamilton
Thank you—We had a wonderful evening of
music, worship and fellowship at our Prepare
the Way musical program on Sunday,
December 4th. Thank you to the Chancel choir
for the beautiful music. Thank you also to
Kelly Field for her direction of the children and
thanks to all the parents who got them here for practice. We
also very much appreciate Esther Porter’s coordination of the
reception and all those who helped in the kitchen. Thank you
Ben Rivers for providing the narration and to Dick Field for
operating the sound board. I am also thankful for all of the
friends, family and visitors who came out to support us on a
cold, rainy evening. Hannah Schwartz
Dear Princeton,
Gary and I so appreciate your thoughtful gifts to us during
this Christmas season. It is a wonderful encouragement to
know that others are thinking of us in such a way.
Our prayer is that the Lord will multiply His blessings on you
throughout this New Year. You are a very special family to
us.
Blessings in the name of the Christ Child,
Reverend Dee Dee and Gary

1. “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.”
a) Jeremiah
b) Jesus
c) Paul
2. Is this verse found in the Old or New Testament? “And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit
within them; I will take the stony heart out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh.” (Ezekiel 11:19)
a) Old Testament
b) New Testament
3. Where is this verse found? “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”
a) Genesis
b) Lamentations
c) Proverbs
4. Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a _____ creation; the _____ has passed away, behold, the _____
has come. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
a) new, old, new
b) lovely, stubborn, lovely
c) real, unhealthy, healthy
(Answers on page 7)
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New Year's Day

Barnabas Group
Missional Living in a
Diverse World 5-6:45 PM

29

Begin
Disciple Study 5 PM

22

15

8

Holy Communion

1

Sunday

ML King Day

Answers

31

2. a Old Testament

26

19

12

5

Thursday

3. c) Proverbs

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM

Prayer Group 8 AM

25

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM

UMW 7 PM

24

Prayer Group 8 AM

Athens Fd Bk 9AM-1PM

18

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM

Admin Council 7 PM

17

Prayer Group 8 AM

11

Trustees 7 PM

Worship Cm 5:00 PM
Choir 7:00 PM

Prayer Group 8 AM

4

Wednesday

GAG 11:45 AM

10

ODB 9:30 AM

3

Tuesday

1. b) Jesus

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

30

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

23

16

Boy Scouts 7 - 8:30 PM

9

2

Monday

Bigger Vision

27

20

13

6

Friday

4. a) new, old, new

Serve Meal 5:00 PM

Prepare Meal 3:30 PM

JANUARY 2017

OA 10:30 AM

28

OA 10:30 AM

21

OA 10:30 AM

14

OA 10:30 AM
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Saturday
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We’re on the Web! http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/

Office: (706) 353-1123
www.princetonumcathensga.org
Staff
Pastor: Reverend Dee Dee Lawson
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org
Secretary: Mary Licht
office@princetonumcathensga.org
Choir Director: Hannah Schwartz
hannahwschwartz@yahoo.com
Children’s Director: Kelly Field

Princeton Prayer List
Special Concerns:

Please let us know if you want your name
added or removed.
Trey Alexander
Doyle & June Brittain
Linda & Holly Byrd
Margaret Collins
Madeline Hall
Becky Hutchins
Charlotte Johnson

Betty Lee
Mae Lee
Lucy Neely-Etheridge
Andrea Newhouse
Don Shackelford
Grace Smith
Mary Thrasher

Accompanist: Pat Jameson
patriciajameson@yahoo.com
Pray for Our Armed Forces Family
PUMP Editor: Office
Publication & Circulation:
Marilyn Allison, Toula Bradley,
Diane Jarrett, Janet Doster

We want to remember all of our service men
and women, but our prayer list will only include those who are deployed outside of the
USA or have been wounded in action. Please
help us by giving your request to the ushers or
calling or emailing the church office.
PUMP, January 2017
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We extend sincere
Christian sympathy
to the family and
friends of:

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers
& Homebound:
Martha Bishop
Martha Kelley
Roger Landrum
Rae Preston
Agnes Smith
Freda Townsend

