
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 2016 

5:00 p.m. 
*Stand as you are able 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
 

PRELUDE 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP  
 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 

SPOKEN RESPONSE   (Congregation in Bold):   
 

Choir:  Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
 

People: make it a temple, set apart from earthly           
              use for heaven's employ, 
 

ALL: adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

*HYMN UMH #224  
GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS REJOICE    

 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice;  
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!  
 Ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave: 
 News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!  
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
    Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 

*SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE 
“Rejoice!  Christ is born for you!”  
(You are invited to share this with others around you.) 
 

THE PROMISE: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

     Princeton Quartet 
 

THE ARRIVAL: Luke 2:8-14 
 

*HYMN UMH #240 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING  
 MENDELSSOHN 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King;  
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled!” 
 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 Join the triumph of the skies; 
 With angelic hosts proclaim, 
 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

THE INCARNATION: John 1:1-5, 14 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE (See Insert) 
 

OFFERING 
Offertory 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC        O Holy Night     Scott Jackson, Solo 

 

MESSAGE                          Rev. Dee Dee Lawson 

 

SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING 
 (As “Silent Night” is played and lights are dimmed, the 

minister and assistants will light candles from the Christ 

candle. They will then light the candles of others. Remember 

that the lighted candle remains upright, and the unlighted 

candle is tipped to be lighted. Before leaving, please 

extinguish your candles. 
 

*HYMN                     SILENT NIGHT      GRUBER  

 Silent night, holy night 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 'Round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ the Savior is born, 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love's pure light; 
 Radiant beams from thy holy face 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord at thy birth, 
 Jesus, Lord at thy birth.  

 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

WELCOME VISITORS 
We are glad you have come. 
Welcome to Princeton UMC! 

Gift bags are available for our first-time guests on the 
table near the exit in the lobby. 

Each visiting family is invited to take a gift bag. 
If you are not already part of a church family, we invite 

you to return and check us out on Sunday mornings. 



 
 

Christmas Eve Offering 
 

Today's offering will be used to support the Murphy 

Harpst Children’s Centers and Princeton’s general 

budget. Murphy Harpst is a United Methodist agency in 

north Georgia that provides an emotional, spiritual and 

physical safe haven to some of the most viciously 

abused and neglected children. Their program provides 

round-the-clock therapeutic care that enables children to 

heal and recover so that they can re-engage with society 

and lead productive lives. Your generous gifts are 

greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Ministry This Evening 
Pastor:  Rev. Dee Dee Lawson 

Choir Director:  Hannah Schwartz 
Accompanist: Pat Jameson 

Quartet: Tom Davis, Scott Jackson, 
David Knauft, Stan Lee 

Worship Assistants: Annette Jackson, 
Jonathan Schwartz, Lily Schwartz 

Altar Guild: Diane Jarrett 
Sound Tech:  Dick Field 

Usher Captain:  Don Parr 
 
 

 

Christmas Sunday Worship 
 

 Come celebrate the 

birth of our Lord and 
Savior on Christmas 
day. Come as you 

Are... still in your PJ.s? 
No problem. Sweats? 

No problem. 
Outrageous Christmas 

sweater? Even better! As long as all the parts that 

need to be covered are covered. There will be no 
Sunday school. Worship is at 11:00 am. Let us all 

gather and rejoice! 
 
 

New Year’s Worship Series 
Begins January 15 

When the image of a man-eating beast travels 

through the optic nerve and into the visual cortex, 
the brain sends the body an urgent message: run! 

That’s what normal people do, but not lion chasers. 
Rather than seeing a 500-pound problem, they see 
an opportunity for God to show up and show His 

power. 
 

This 5-week series is based on the book, Chase the 
Lion by Mark Batterson. It tells the true story of an 

ancient warrior named Benaiah who chased a lion 
into a pit on a snowy day... Has God given you a 

lion-sized dream for your life? Your church? Your 
community? If he has this series is for you. And if 
you haven’t had such a dream, this series is for you. 

 
2016 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Candlelight Service 

 

 
 
 

“Gift of Jesus” 
 
 

Princeton United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor 

email: dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org 

Office (706) 353-1123 

Church Email: princetonumc@bellsouth.net 

website: princetonumcathensga.org 

Sunday School 10:00 AM / Worship 11:00 AM 
Nursery Provided 

 

Gift For Each Family 
As you leave, each family is invited to take 

one ornament as our gift to you. 

They are in the Narthex near the exit. 
 


