
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
December 24, 2015 

5:00 p.m. 
*Stand as you are able 

 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 

GREETING and OPENING PRAYER 
 

PRELUDE 
 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP 
Congregational Response in Bold:   
 

Choir: Light a candle for all to see, 
People: Light a candle for all to see, 
 

Choir: The King shall come for you and me, 
People: The King shall come for you and me. 
 

Choir: Light of life Emmanuel, 
People: Light of life Emmanuel, 
 

Choir: And with us He shall ever dwell, 
People: And with us He shall ever dwell. 
                      

*HYMN UMH #224  
GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS REJOICE    

 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice;  
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!  
 Ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 

 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave: 
 News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!  
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain his everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 

*SHARING A SIGN OF PEACE 
“Rejoice!  Christ is born for you!”  
(You are invited to share this with others around you.) 
 

THE PROMISE:  Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Do You Have Room?  Nadia Law, solo 
 

THE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS 
 

*HYMN UMH #240 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING  
        MENDELSSOHN 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King;  
 Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled!” 
 Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
 Join the triumph of the skies; 
 With angelic hosts proclaim, 
 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE:  Luke 2:8-17 

   Michael and Linda Law, Nadia, Kira 
 

Congregational Choral Response:  
Candle, candle, burning bright, 
    shining in the cold winter night; 
Candle, candle, burning bright, 
   fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (ALL): 
 O God, grant that this season the child of Bethlehem 
 may be born not only in our memories, but anew in 
 our hearts.  May the star that first pointed the way 
 be the light that will lead us out of darkness.  AMEN 
 

OFFERING 

Offertory     Child in the Manger Santuary Choir 

THE INCARNATION:  John 1:1-5, 14 
 

*HYMN         JOY TO THE WORLD                 HANDEL 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
 Let earth receive her King; 
 Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 
 And heav'n and nature sing, 
 And heav'n and nature sing, 
 And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

 He rules the world with truth and grace, 
 And makes the nations prove. 
 The glories of His righteousness, 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders of His love, 
 And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 

MESSAGE                          Rev. Dee Dee Lawson 
 

SERVICE OF CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC        O Holy Night     Scott Jackson, Solo 

 
(As “Silent Night” is played and lights are dimmed, the minister 

and assistants will light candles from the Christ candle. They will 

then light the candles of others. Remember that the lighted candle 

remains upright, and the unlighted candle is tipped to be lighted. 

Before leaving, please extinguish your candles. Solar Powered 

Light are available for children from the Ushers.) 

 
*HYMN                     SILENT NIGHT      GRUBER  

 Silent night, holy night 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 'Round yon virgin mother and child. 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

 Silent night, holy night 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 



 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
 Christ the Savior is born, 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 Silent night, holy night, 
 Son of God, love's pure light; 
 Radiant beams from thy holy face 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord at thy birth, 
 Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE 
 

Loving Childcare Provided 
Childcare for newborns to age 5 is provided on the first 

floor.  A greeter or usher can direct you. 
 
 

Christmas Eve Offering 

Tonight’s offering will go to support The Sparrow’s 
Nest  and the Athens Homeless Shelter. The 
Sparrow’s Nest is a place where those in need can find 
help in a Christ centered environment - a hot meal or a 
bag of groceries shared in love; showers and laundry 
facilities, donated clothing They also provide ministries 
to at risk children and youth. Athens Homeless Shelter 
provides transitional housing shelter for women with 
children, rapid rehousing, homelessness prevention 
and, financial literacy education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Ministry This Evening 
Pastor:  Rev. Dee Dee Lawson 

Choir Director:  Hannah Schwartz 
Accompanist: Pat Jameson 

Acolyte: Kira Law/Altar Guild: Diane Jarrett 
Sound Tech:  Dick Field 

Usher Captain:  Don Parr 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Year’s Worship Series 

Begins January 10 

 
 

 
 

 
Every new year people look for and hope for a new 

start. They want to turn a new page, begin a new 
chapter in their life. If that describes you, then this 
series is for you. It’s about “rebooting” your life, 

starting again — and getting it right. Reboot shows us 
how to develop new habits and priorities that will 
empower us to create a new life and a new future with 

Christ at the center. Each week’s message will be taken 
from a story or a teaching from one of the gospels. 

 
2015 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Candlelight Service 

 

 
 

“No Place In The Inn” 
 
 

Princeton United Methodist Church 
Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor 

email: dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org 

Office (706) 353-1123 

Church Email: princetonumc@bellsouth.net 

website: princetonumcathensga.org 

WELCOME VISITORS 
 

We are glad you have come. 
Welcome to Princeton UMC! 

Gift bags are available for our first-time 
guests on the table near the exit of 

the Narthex. 
Each visiting family is invited to take a gift 
bag. If you are not already part of a church 
family, we invite you to return and check 

us out on Sunday mornings. 
 

Sunday School 10:00 AM 
Worship 11:00 AM 
Nursery Provided 

 

 

Gift for each family – As you leave, each family is 

invited to take one ornament as our gift to you.  They are 

in the Narthex near the exit. 


