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     Lent ~ A Season for Selfies

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation…
And he is the head of the body, the church.

Colossians 1:15, 18a

Each year the Oxford University Press finds a word that has generated a lot of interest
throughout the year and designates it as Word of the Year. For 2013 they selected “selfie.”1

A selfie is a photograph that one has taken of oneself, typically one taken with a smartphone
or webcam and uploaded to a social media website.
 
Last summer, Pope Francis, surprised the world when he posed for a selfie taken by some
kids down from the diocese of Piacenza on a pilgrimage. He didn’t actually take the selfie,
but he was in the photo as part of the group. It was hailed as the first papal selfie in the
history of the church.
 

Actually, the selfie has been around for a long, long time. Go back 500 years or so, and
you'll find famous artists like Leonardo da Vinci, Caravaggio, and Rembrandt mixing paints
and doing selfies. They were quite clever in how they inserted themselves into their art. 
 

In Leonardo’s “The Last Supper,” many maintain that he painted himself as two of the
disciples. Caravaggio, in “The Taking of Christ” (1602), appears on the far right, holding a
lantern. Rembrandt may hold the record for the most selfie paintings (90+). In his famous
seascape, “The Storm on the Sea of Galilee” (1633), Rembrandt included a himself sitting
in the boat next to Jesus.
 

Even God has taken a selfie. The selfie is called Jesus Christ. Jesus is God’s self-portrait.
He is essentially an Instagram shot of what God is like. But then Jesus took a selfie. It’s
called the church. You, me, we in the church are Jesus’ selfie. What does your selfie look
like? What is Princeton showing the world that Jesus looks like?
 

If ever there was a time for taking selfies – spiritual selfies - then the season of Lent is that
time. As we journey to the cross, Christians take a spiritual self-portrait and look at where
we are in relation to Jesus. It is a time of introspection and self-examination. We take a
snapshot of our hearts in order to identify our sins and go through a process of reflection,
repentance and prayer. Then when we take new selfies on Easter, hopefully, we will better
reflect the divine Selfie, Jesus Christ. 
 

Dear Lord,
As we draw closer to the cross of Good Friday, give to us an awareness of our sin. Help us
mature into the people you desire us to be. In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.

In His Word,
Rev. Dee Dee

 1 http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/press-releases/oxford-dictionaries-wo...
Selfie’ as word of the year: Look at me, OED!, Boston Globe, December 10, 2013, online.‘2 

Opportunities

Community-Wide
Ash Wednesday Service

March 5, 6:30 pm

Lenten Bible Study
on Tuesdays, 6-7 pm

begins March 11

Spaghetti Lunch
Fundraiser for
Lanier Gardens

Renovations
Sunday, March 23, Noon

COOL Kids
Sundays 4:30-6:00pm

Wednesday Night Out
Supper, Fellowship

5:45 pm 

http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/press-releases/oxford-dictionaries-wo


Church
Family

Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Bob Allen 03/01
Diane Parr 03/07
Martha Bishop 03/10
Jonathan Schwartz 03/13
DeeDee Lawson 03/18
Shaefer Heard 03/26
Doug Hatch 03/29
Ron Warren 03/29
Ben Wilcox 04/03
Betty Lee 04/05
Deborah Fuller 04/07
(No Anniversaries for
March)

Please let Cindy Corley
know if you know a
birthday or anniversary we
are missing.

Memorials

With grateful appreciation
we acknowledge gifts 

In memory of 
Edd Bramblett

Given by:
Jean Arnold Patton
Harry & Mae Lee

Rolyn Arnold

In memory of 
Agnes Davis

Given by:
Bob and Carol Allen

In memory of 
Evelyn Allen

Given by:
Bob and Carol Allen

New Member

Welcome to our newest member,

Katie Carson, who joined the
church on February 2, 2014.  Katie is
pictured with here fiancee and
Princeton member, Aaron Jackson.
We thank God for you, Katie, and
look forward to getting to know you
better. 

We’re engaged.
Please save the date

Amy Martin & Brian Higgins

May 24, 2014
St. Paul UMC
Columbus, GA

In like the Spirit

In many places, March is notoriously windy:
“In like a lion …!” Though I don’t like the
damp chill that’s often part of the transition to
spring, I love windy days. Something about the
air’s movement – a gentle breeze or ferocious
gale blowing through trees, against the house,
in my hair – breeds excitement in me,
anticipation that something new is astir. How
fitting that in conversation with Nicodemus,
Jesus said, “The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit”
(John 3:8, NRSV). Like Nicodemus, we fail to
comprehend the Spirit of God. But Jesus
reminds us that though we can’t see the Spirit,
we feel his love, see his actions of justice and
hear his sounds. These include kind words,
bold preaching, weeping for another, shared
laughter and songs of praise.

Heidi Mann 

Reminder

Be sure to check out our website
princetonumcathensga.org and Facebook
page.  

Also shop in the
Princeton
Cokesbury Virtual
Store. You can
access the Virtual
Store through a link on our church website or
you can enter the link manually in your URL
address: 
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/home.aspx
?vsl=2740. The link allows Cokesbury to
calculate and credit rebates to us.

file:///|//_blank
file:///|//_blank


For March calendar Click Here

http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/Calendars%202014/March2014.htm


Lent

Community-Wide 
Ash Wednesday Service

Wednesday, March 5, 6:30 pm

That is why the Lord says, “Turn to me
now, while there is time. Give me your

hearts. Come with fasting, weeping, and
mourning.  Don’t tear your clothing in your
grief, but tear your hearts instead.” Return
to the Lord your God, for he is merciful and
compassionate, slow to get angry and filled

with unfailing love. He is eager to relent
and not punish.

(Joel 2:12-13 NLT)

Little gray crosses of ash smudged
above the brow on Ash Wednesday mark the
beginning of the Lenten season which lasts
for forty days until Palm Sunday. Lent is to
Easter what Advent is to Christmas. It is a
time in which we seek to prepare our hearts
anew for the events of Holy Week, Good
Friday, and Easter - and all they mean.

The wearing of a sign of ashes on
one’s forehead represent the believer’s
attitude of repentance and humility before
God, as well as the realization and
confession of our human sinful state even
after our conversion and baptism. It is also a
reminder that you belong to God and that
God loves you very much. We remember
that we have only a limited time on this earth
to make a difference in the lives of those we
meet, to show forth the love and light of God
to a world too familiar with darkness.
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return.

Please make plans to join us that
evening beginning with Wednesday night
dinner ($6.25/adults; $2.00/children) and
then experience the wonder and beauty of
this powerful worship service.

Worship Series for Lent

Our sermon series for the Lenten
season is inspired by a book
entitled The Way: Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus by United
Methodis t  pastor,  Adam
Hamilton. We follow the way of
Jesus from his baptism, through
his temptations, to the heart of his
ministry all the way to the cross.
Community invited. Series will
begin the 2  week of Lent: nd

3/16 Baptism at the Jordan River
3/23 Temptation in the wilderness
3/30 Healing ministry in Capernaum

4/06 Teachings in the mountains
4/13 Kingship in Jerusalem

Lent Bible Study
Pastor Dee Dee will also be
leading a 6-weeks Bible study
based on the book, The Way,
including video presentations of
the Holy Land. The study will be
Tuesday evenings 6:00-7:00 pm
beginning March 11. Cost is
$12. Community invited. Please
register online or call the Church
office.

Daily Devotional for Lent
You are invited to pick up the 40
day Daily Devotional by Rev.
Adam Hamilton with the same
title. Purchases for books or e-
books can be made through our
Cokesbury Princeton Virtual
Store (see page 3).

Easter Week 
Services and Events

 

Palm Sunday Service
Sunday, April 13, 11 am

 

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 13, 2 pm

 

Maundy Thursday Srv
Thursday, April 17, 7pm 

 

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 18, 7 pm

 

Easter Sunday,April 20
Sunrise, 7 am

No Sunday School
Worship, 9 am TBD

Worship, 11 am



           Children’s

          Past ,  Present, Future

Angry Birds.  Since January, COOL Kids have been learning from the
Angry Birds who chose Princeton as a place to take up roost for the
winter.  The Angry Birds gave us great examples of what it means to
have self-control.  King Ahab and Balaam taught us how not to behave
when we get angry.  We used a hammer and nails with a block of wood
to show that our words can leave scars.  Finally, Simon of Capernaum
came and gave us a special lesson about
turning the other cheek.  The children were
very interested in this series and learned
that being angry is not the best response.

Olympics.  The COOL Kids are currently
in the midst of the Princeton UMC Winter
Olympics!  We are looking at what we can learn about “running the
race” of faith.  Our college intern, Kassie, has already given us a lesson

on how cooperation and teamwork can best help
us to accomplish our goals as a team.  We are
also going to learn about being a good sport. 
On March 2, we will have our own Princeton

Olympic Games.  Events will include Bible
Trivia, an obstacle course, and a brand new event: 

dressing your small group leader up in newspaper to represent a biblical
character, and more.  Prizes will be given to all children participating!

Easter Series – Begins March 16. Each week a biblical character will
join us as we follow Jesus through his ministry (miracles and parables),
to the Last Supper, through Gethsemane, to the cross and His
Resurrection.

Week 1 – Miracles.  See what the woman who Jesus
saved from being stoned has to say about Him.

Week 2 – Parables.  The father of the prodigal
son joins us to tell his story.

Week 3 – Last Supper to the Cross.  Come and
join Jesus as he eats dinner with us.  We will  move from the Last
Supper with his disciples
to his being put in the tomb.

Week 4 – The Resurrection.  Come see what happens when we arrive at
the tomb and find it empty!

Ben Wilcox

Ministry

Community Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday April 13
2:00-3:30pm

We will be asking for donations of
candy for eggs beginning in mid-
March.  Mark the date and be ready
to join us for a lot of Easter Fun!

Thank You,
Young Harris UMC

Since August, we have been fortunate
to be in a great partnership with Young
Harris UMC located here in Athens.. 
They have graciously loaned us the use
of their church van for the COOL Kids
ministry.  We are ever thankful to
Young Harris for their generosity in 
allowing us the use of their van.  They
are helping make our COOL Kids
ministry a powerful way for children to
become disciples of Jesus Christ.

Acolytes

We are so happy to have acolytes
participating in our worship service
once again. Thanks to Cole Morris for
his dedication and service as our
current acolyte.  He has done an
outstanding job. Wilkes Fields will be
joining the acolyte team soon.  A
training session will be offered in the
next few weeks.

Esther Porter

4 PUMP, March, 2014



United
Methodist

Women

UMWomen meet monthly on the third
Tuesday at 7 pm.

On Friday, February 21, we
met with the women of Lanier Gardens
to facilitate their meeting.  Annette
Jackson presented a program on the
Shoebox Ministry of Operation
Christmas Child.

On Saturday, March 15,
Princeton UMW will host the District
Lenten Day Apart.  Come at 9 am for
registration and light breakfast
refreshments. The program begins at 10
am and will finish about 12 noon.  All
women (you do not have to be a
member of the UMW) are invited to
this beautiful memorial service. 
Immediately after the service those who
can stay are invited to help fill some
bags with school supplies for UMCOR,
the relief organization of the United
Methodist Church.  A light lunch will
be provided.

On Tuesday. March 18, at 7 the
UMW will meet for our monthly
meeting. Rita Parr will present the
devotion and Lois Shackelford is
responsible for the program.  Marilyn
Allison and Mary Nelson will prepare
the refreshments.

In April Chapelwood UMC will
host a mission study on Poverty,
facilitated by Rev. Eric Powell. These
mission studies are always educational
and spiritually uplifting.  All women
are invited.  Further details will be
available soon. Several members from
Princeton have committed to attend. 
Those who would like to car pool
should let Esther Porter or Pam Davis
know.

Come join our fellowship and
see what else we are called to do for
Christ!  

Esther Porter and Pam Davis

Golden Age
Group

GAG meets monthly on the second
Tuesday at 11:45 am in the Fellowship
Hall for lunch and a program.  Our next
meeting is March 11, and our hosts are: 
Jimmy and Ezelle Hale and Susan
Brooks.  The meal entree will be Pork
Loin and GAG members are asked to
bring a color "green" side dish to
celebrate Saint Patrick's month.  The
program will be presented by Larry and
Barbara Cornelius, members of the
Tuckston UMC.  Larry will provide
music, and Barbara is an author. All
persons who have arrived at the
“golden age” of 50 and more are
welcome.

Tom Davis

Wednesday 
Night Out

Our WNO suppers continue with
caterer, Sid Cohen, preparing our
meals.  Mr. Cohen requires  a minimum
of 25, but at times he has been good to
support us by accepting a few less.  We
need to try to abide by his request.
Thank you to the faithful ones who
continue to come and enjoy fellowship
together. And a big thank you to all that
set up and clean up.  Anytime you can
assist, please join us. We always need
people to clean counters and tables and
dry dishes. Your help is gratefully
appreciated.

Esther Porter

United
Methodist

Men

UMMen meet quarterly.  All men are
welcome! Quarterly Breakfast meeting
last month was at Bo Jangles. Making
plans for next breakfast meeting in May
and possibly a Braves game in August.

Book Club

The new and improved Princeton Book
Club will meet at George's Restaurant
on the 2  of March - our first meetingnd

in several months.  We are expecting a
group of about sixteen for lunch where
we will discuss books that we have
been reading, how we would like to
proceed, and what type of books we
would like to focus on to read and
share. Interested?  Join us. Call
Marianne for a reservation. We always
have a good time and great fellowship!
Next meeting to be announced!

Ashes to Ashes

Oh, divine Fire,
burst aflame in my life —
spontaneous combustion
to turn all that traps or crushes growth …
    laziness
    busy-ness
    self-preoccupation
    worries and doubts
    indifference …
to turn all that traps or crushes growth …
    into ash.
Rendered to ashes by way of a Cross,
The world will know I’ve been graced by
the Fire.
    And finally, oh Fire divine,
I will come to know your light and
warmth in the sooty depths of my soul.

Heidi Mann 
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Our Daily Bread

Serving Warm Smiles and
Hot Lunches on Cold Days

It was cold!  It was icy! And I
couldn't help but wonder how our
guests that come to Our Daily Bread
were making it through the days and
nights last month.

Some of the folks would be in
the shelters but there are others who
would be on the street (in tent city) just
out there with no place to go.

Some would find their way to
Our Daily Bread – a warm, safe,
welcoming place to be when the
weather is so un-relenting.  I heard
about one of the organizations in town
serving a hot breakfast everyday – and
then we know about the lunches served
up by groups and churches everyday.

We, at Princeton, have been
serving for many, many years.  Without
your support through the Dime Ministry
we would have a hard time funding the
meal that we serve.  Thank you for
being so faithful with saving your
dimes (and other gifts) and bringing
them each month.  For the month of
February you brought $112.93. God
bless you.

And thanks to our volunteers
who month after month buy, cook,
serve, and welcome the folks that come. 
Bless each one of them who takes time
out of their day to follow what our God
has told us to do.

With Love,
The Princeton Kids and Marianne

Thanks for cooking and serving at
ODB. Volunteers from Princeton
Methodist Church served guests of
ODB on Tuesday, 4 February. Our
costs for these meals are paid thru the
"Dime Ministry.” Other donations left
at the Altar on Communion Sunday or
by designating "Our Daily Bread," on
checks or envelopes are used toward
our commitment to support the mission
of Our Daily Bread. Please tell John or
Marianne if you can help prepare and
serve the meals on a Tuesday,  4 March
or 1 April.

Outreach

Stone Soup at Princeton

The Small Things

I go in to each and every Stone
Soup Friday Night with much
excitement and much trepidation.  Will
we have enough volunteers to
adequately care for our campers?  Will
I be "on my game"?  Will our campers
arrive carrying the burden of a bad day? 
And, how will we deal with their
rebellion, sadness, hyperactivity, anger,
isolation? 

I say a prayer for each and
every camper and volunteer before a
Stone Soup Friday Night that each
interaction be with Jesus at our side. 
For we never know when the "small
things" are really the "big things."  Our
warm greeting might turn their day
around.  Our individual attention might
be an answer to their need for
non-judgmental interaction.  And we
cherish the "small things" that really
are the "big things" – their smiles, their
hugs, that moment when we feel we've
really connected with a child and
become their friend.  

Being a Stone Soup volunteer
is job that requires much energy, a
great feeling of responsibility, and a
caring and compassion for children that
have needs beyond those who we
typically come in contact with.  The
commitment is significant, the rewards
are priceless! 

If you think you would  like to
become a Stone Soup volunteer we
invite you to join us for Stone Soup
Friday Night on Friday, March 21. 
Please call Teresa Nunn at (706)
769-9549 for more details.

and  Missions

Spaghetti
Fund-raiser

for Lanier Gardens 
Renovations

Sunday, March 23, Noon

Our Administrative Council has taken
the District’s $600.00 challenge to help
with the project of renovating Lanier
Gardens. Our UMW and UMM have
already offered their help by donating
$100.00 each. We have planned two
Sunday luncheons to raise the
remaining $400.00. The first luncheon
will be March 23 immediately after the
worship service.  The menu will be
spaghetti with a meat and/or vegetarian
sauce, garlic bread, salad, and dessert.
We are asking a minimum donation of
$6 for adults, $2 for children.  If your
heart leads you to a larger donation that
would be greatly appreciated.  Our
second Sunday luncheon which will be
in September.

Esther Porter
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Princeton UMC Staff
 

Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org

Mary Licht, Secretary
office@princetonumcathensga.org

Ben Wilcox, Children’s
Director/Administration

bwilcox@princetonumcathensga.org

Sheldon Taffe, Music Director
staffe@princetonumcathensga.org

Kellie Ward, Nursery Attendent

David Knauft,
InterimAccompanist
dknauft@princetonumcathensga.org

BBQ Mission Fundraiser

Thanks for the Fun(ds)

A big thank you to everyone that
cooked pork, made slaw, baked beans,
brought pies, cakes, breads, cookies,
candies, and served and helped in any
way for the Bluegrass – BBQ
Fundraiser for Missions and Childrens
Ministry. The help was excellent, the
food good and the music outstanding. 
The desert sale and auction alone
cleared $600 pushing the total amount
raised to almost $2,200 with no
expenses. Many, many thanks – that
money will be spent to help people in
so many ways.

Marianne, Ben, Annette, and Jim

Future of
Journey through

 Christmas?

Continue to pray for God’s guidance in
making decisions about the
future of Journey Through
Christmas. As yet no one has
stepped forward to lead in
this area. The Administration
Council has scheduled a vote
(March 11) on continuing
Journey for December 2014. If
you feel the Lord is urging you to
volunteer, please speak to Pastor Dee
Dee. Suggestions should also be
directed to her.

Stewardship

Giving God a portion 
of our time (service)

Brian Higgins, a member of Princeton UMC for
just a few months, is a member of the Young
Adult Sunday School Class and the Choir. He
actively works with the Children’s Ministry. This
message was delivered in worship as part of
our 2013 fall stewardship program.

My thoughts on service revolve
around 2 main ideas:

First, we are called, and that
calling comes from the Lord. What is
that calling? What are we called to do?
Each of us has a different calling and
will serve the Lord in our own way. 
Some are His voice, some are His
hands. Identifying one's calling is not
easy, and neither is keeping the faith
through the journey to find it. My faith
journey has been a long walk with God,
one with many twists and turns in the
road. 

Second, I am reminded of Peter
in Matthew 14:29. Peter had enough
faith to "get out of the boat" in the
middle of a storm and, because he was
invited by Jesus, walk on the water. For
me, that is what service is all about –
have faith that what you are doing is
what you are called to do. Knowing is
one thing, but it is in the doing that we
show our faith. There will always be
detractors and doubters, but this is not
where the focus should be. With the
support of my fiancee and the
wonderful Princeton UMC community,
I happily put on a costume and danced
around in front of complete strangers –
and loved every minute of it! Every
week I see the joy and happiness that
we bring to these children, and I have
an enormous sense of fulfillment
knowing that I serve them in His name.
It is in the service of others that we can
show God how thankful we are for the
many blessings he has bestowed upon
us.

Evangelism

Free Coffee Fridays Return
for March and April

Making Friends 
with the Community

Many of you have heard my
stories about Free Coffee Fridays. I
never tire of sharing that through this
ministry we are making connections
and building relationships with our
community.  The many new and
returning faces experience God’s love
handed to them in a simple cup of
coffee, sometimes mixed with a little
cream and sugar.  

The fruit of this evangelism
ministry goes far beyond what we can
comprehend or put in words.

I invite each of you to come
and be a part of this special outreach. 
It is simple, effective, and a great way
to show God’s love.  You can be on the
front line and serve the coffee and meet
people who drive through.  But you
don’t have to talk if you don’t want to. 
You can hold a sign, make coffee, or
bring urns from the kitchen to the
parking lot.  There are many ways to
help.

Our next coffee Fridays will be
during Lent and Easter week:  March
21, 28 and April 4, 11.  Mark your
calendars, and make plans to come and
check out the fun!

Ben Wilcox
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RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

Princeton
Prayer List

In the Armed Forces: 

Col. Neel McKenzie
USMC (Bahrain)

Limited to service men and
women deployed outside the
USA or wounded in action.

Special Concerns:

Trey Alexander
Carol Allen
June Brittain
Holly Byrd

Jimmy & Ezelle Hale
Jimmy&Joyce Hamilton

Charlotte Johnson
Shaefer Heard

Harry&Mae Lee
Newhouse family

Joe & Teresa Nunn
Hannah Poling

John & Marianne Stipe
Mary Thrasher

Freda Townsend

Please let us know if you want
your name added or removed.

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers

& Home Bound:

Jim Eure 
A. J. Hale

Doris Jones
Roger Landrum

Rae Preston
Agnes Smith

Grace Smith
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