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It's All in the Timing
But as for me, I trust in You, O Lord,

I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in Your hand;

Psalm 31:14-15

With school starting in a couple weeks and our city
once again brimming with over 25,000 UGA students,
we are reminded that it is a time of change for them
and us. Below is an excerpt from a blog article, “It’s
All in the Timing” (6/10/2013) by Annaliese Ashley
that offers us spiritual insight to God’s timing. 

…Sometimes you have opportunities, choices, open
doors, challenges placed in front of you: like Abram
when God told him to leave Ur for a land that He
would show him.  In Genesis 12, God told Abram he
would make of him a great nation if he left his
homeland and followed God’s directions to a new
home.  Abram said: okay deal.  Flash forward to
Hebrews, Abraham (the –ha was added to change
his name from meaning “exalted father,” to “father
of many”) has the biggest chunk of the “hall of faith.” 
Abraham, because he answered God’s call, became
the father of many nations: the Jews, Muslims, and
Christians...  He answered the call when it was set
in front of him; he saw the timing and took it. 

By the way, Abram wasn’t told where he was
going…until well after he left.  Seeing the timing and
taking it isn’t always easy or transparent.  The “right
timing” doesn’t always mean the “I can see my life’s
path clearly now-timing.”  Sometimes it looks like “I
know it’s time for me to move, so I’ll pack, but I
don’t know where I’m going-timing.”  Sometimes it’s
as simple as an unsettled feeling in your stomach,
a lack of peace within your soul.  Sometimes it’s a
tough pill to swallow.  Leaving your homeland, your
family (blood or friends), your community, your
habits, your desires, your own selfish hopes…these
are all difficult things to leave and wander off into
the unknown…

…What opportunities are in front of me?  Which ones
do I fight for?  Which ones do I let happen, or let slide
past?... How do I know when I get there that I’m in the
right place?  What if there’s something potentially
really awesome happening in a place I might be
leaving?... What if I’m settling…what if I’m not?... What
if where I’m going isn’t as cool as where I am? …
What if I fail…or succeed?

I can’t pretend to imagine if those were the questions
racing through Abram’s mind as they race through
mine.  A step of faith is hard no matter which way you
slice it.  But I know what thought Abram’s mind landed
on; it’s the same one mine did.

I will go.  I have seen my ways and I have seen the
ways of the LORD; His are wiser and much better in
the long run than mine will ever be.  I can’t deny that it
seems silly—turning down seemingly good
opportunities or holding out for others or walking off
into nothing hoping for guidance—but I cannot shake
it.  I must be faithful to the God with whom I stand and
to whom I cling.  Everything is in His timing anyway:
His perfect timing.

Prayer: Almighty God, I don’t always understand your
timing, but I know that it is perfect. Grant me the grace to
step out in faith and put my times in your hand. In the
name of Jesus. Amen.

In His Word, 
Rev. Dee Dee

Annaliese has attended Princeton for the past two years
and is a recent graduate of UGA. To link to the complete
p o s t  v i s i t  h e r  b l o g s p o t  a t
http://akajournaling.blogspot.com/2013/06/its-all-in-
timing.html
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New Sermon Series
beginning August 25

 “How To…A Practical Guide for
Everyday Life” is a sermon series
through the Book of James. While
James can be hard hitting at times, it
also clearly displays God’s heart for
us to be doers of the Word and not
just hearers. This often overlooked
book is loaded with practical advice
for both new believer’s and
seasoned saints. Invite a friend and
join us for this 6 part series.

Charles Wesley
Hymn Study, Part 2

Sunday evenings,  5-6 pm
 for 5 weeks

Beginning August 18
Community invited!

Dr. David Knauft will continue to
lead the study and discussion of the
life, teaching, and music of Charles
Wesley. Each week, there will be a
one hour program with a 10 minute
video about Wesley’s life, followed
by a discussion of the video. Then
we’ll look at the text, music and
theology of one of Wesley’s most
popular hymns. There is NO COST
to attend. Participants may wish to
purchase their own book, Assist Me
to Proclaim: The Life and Hymns of
Charles Wesley by John R. Tyson.
(Book can be ordered online or
through local bookstores). Call or
email the church office to sign up
for the study.

Book Club

Princeton Book Club will meet on
the 4th of August at George's
Restaurant for brunch immediately
after worship. Guys are welcome
too.  The book we’re reading is The
Silver Star by Jeannette Walls.  It’s
a good one!

Thanks

James Edward Shackelford
May 5, 1935  --- July 28, 2013

James’ wife  Louise Shackelford, 
brothers Don Shackelford and wife
Lois, Lamar Shackelford and wife
Kay express  our  deepest
appreciation for your prayers, cards,
and expressions of your concern
during James surgery and extended
stay in the hospital.

New Member

Welcome new member 

David Knauft
joined on July 28th

Congratulations

Church member Maura Hamilton
was selected as Support Service
Provider of the Year from the
Georgia Association of the
Deaf-Blind. Each year the
Association presents this award to
the person who provides a link
between persons who are deaf-blind
and their environment.  (The
Support Service Provider acts as the
eyes and ears for that person.) Maura
has attended many camps (GA, TN,
& CA), regular meetings, socials,
and anything that requires her
assistance for the deaf-blind. Well
deserved congratulations and love to
you, Maura!
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Church Family

Birthdays
and Anniversaries

John Newton 08/01
Jimmy Hamilton 08/05
Marilyn Allison 08/09
Avery Heard 08/16
Carolyn Dial 08/17
Annette Jackson 08/21
Becky Hutchins 08/22
Ed Jackson 08/24
Ben Rivers 08/26
JP Morris 09/01
Agnes Smith 09/02
Stan Lee 09/03
Donald Shackelford 09/05
Susan Brooks 09/06
Mary Ann Thrasher 09/07

Tom and Pam Davis 08/01/70
Rev. Dee Dee and Gary 08/21
David and Esther Porter 09/01/90
Dick and Susan Field 09/06/66

Ministry to Homebound

Organizational Meeting
Sunday, August 4, 12:15pm

Lunch provided.

Commitment is 1-2 hours each
month to carry the love of Christ to
persons confined to their residence.
If you wish to be a part of our
Homebound Ministry or have
questions contact Susan Brooks
(brooks5398@bellsouth.net)

Save the Date:

Everyone Invited

Memorial Park Zoo Trip
Saturday, September 7th

10 am - 12 noon 
Picnic Lunch at Princeton 

(Pizza Provided, bring your own
drink.)

Everyone is invited to join us for a
fun outing to the zoo at Memorial
Park.  We will begin with a short
lesson on animals from the Bible
and then move through the zoo
talking about the wonder of God’s
animal creations.  

Welcome Back 
to our Pastor

Rev. Dee Dee Lawson!

It's official,  Dee Dee and Gary return
to Princeton for the 2013-2014 year. 
Dee Dee will continue to serve as our
Senior Pastor.   We are delighted that
we were given the opportunity to
continue to work with Dee Dee as she
guides us at Princeton to grow in our
spiritual journey.  She and Gary have
added so much to our family.  We
will celebrate Rev. Dee Dee's
return during the UMM Church
Picnic on September 15, 3-6 pm!  
Please plan to attend and show our
pastoral family how much they mean
to us. 

Memorials

With grateful appreciation
we acknowledge a gift 

In memory of 

James Shackelford 

Given by
Toula & Doyle Bradley

Willard Smith & David Harvell

Honor

Gift in honor of 
Ed & Vera Bramblett’s

66th Wedding Anniversary
given by Rolyn Arnold
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For August calendar Click Here

http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/Calendars%202013/August2013.htm


Superheroes
successful summer

This summer, most of you
have probably recognized that we
have really sold out for our
Superhero Summer Training Camp
for the children.  You have seen the
Superheroes in the sanctuary during
worship, the pictures from
Wednesdays in the narthex, and
heard Rev. Dee Dee and Ben Wilcox
mention the program many times
during the sermon and children’s
moments.

The program was a
tremendous success as we had 38
children attend the program and we
averaged 15 children each
Wednesday night.  The children
learned about  confidence,
forgiveness ,  courage,  and
compassion during our first block of
fun training.  Our friends from
Gainesville First UMC bought
Bibles for all of the children who
attended.  The Bibles were presented
on the final night of the Superhero
Summer Training Camp.

Thanks to Sharon Yancey
and The Matthew Initiative
(http://thematthewinitiative.com/),
to all the many volunteers who
helped us began a new adventure in
children's ministries, and to
Gainesville First UMC for providing
the Bibles for the children who
attended the program.

Children’s

Fulfilling Safe Sanctuary 
Requirements

Princeton United Methodist Church
is a faith community, which takes
seriously its responsibility to
provide a safe and nurturing
environment for children, youth and
vulnerable adults who participate in
our ministries. Safe Sanctuary is a
policy set forth by The United
Methodist Church for all volunteers
who work with children and
vulnerable adults. In an effort to
provide a safe community,
Princeton requires all church
employees and volunteers working
with our Children’s Ministry, Stone
Soup Ministry and Homebound
Visiting ministry to commit
themselves to the Safe Sanctuary
P o l i c y  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e
Administrative Council of this
Church. This will require
background checks and safe
sanctuary training for all who work
in these ministries. The date for
background checks has been
extended and is now due by
August 15. Background checks are
good for 3 years. Safe sanctuary
training will be offered periodically
throughout the year so people can
be properly trained in how we
handle such things as accidents,
incidents, and how to recognize
signs of abuse.  The next Safe
Sanctuary training is scheduled
for Sunday, August 4 at 2:00 pm.

Ministries

Children’s Church
Schedule Changes

During the summer, we took a break
from Children’s Church and the
children have done a fabulous job of
sitting in Worship with us.  As we
move into September, we will be
modifying Children’s Church.  All
Sundays the children begin in
worship.  The 1  and 3  Sundays,st rd

children will remain in Worship. 
The 2 , 4  and any 5  Sundays,nd th th

the children will be dismissed to go
upstairs for Children’s Church
and a lesson geared for them. 
During the month of December, the
children will remain in Worship all
Sundays.

Thank you for
supporting our Children

The children would like to thank all
those who bought items on the kites
to help them soar in their faith. 
Nearly all of the items that were
donated for have already been in use
for many of the programs we are
doing -- such as the 42” flat screen
TV with DVD/VCR player, the boom
boxes, and all of the arts and crafts
items.  Thank you, Princeton, for
supporting our Children’s Ministry.
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Golden Age
 Group

GAG meet monthly on the second
Tuesday at 11:45 am in the
Fellowship Hall for lunch and a
program. 

Hosting August: Edd and Vera
Bramblett and Martha Bishop.  It’s
BINGO time. Bring a gift and a
covered dish. September hosts: Sally
Allen and Pat Miles.

Sunday School

Promotion Sunday
August 4th

We are blessed to have many
children moving from one age group
to another age group this year.  Cole
Morris, our only rising 3  grader,rd

will be presented with a Bible during
a special time in worship on August
4 .  The rest of the children movingth

are as follows:
Nursery to Pre-K

Kody Wilcox
David Field

Pre-K to Elementary
Wyatt Wilcox
Luke Morris

Upper Elementary to Junior High
Bailey Noell
Colton Parrish

Congratulations kids! Have a good
year in Sunday School.

United
Methodist

Women

UMWomen meet monthly on the
third Tuesday at 7 pm. NEXT:
August 20.  Devotion: Rita Parr.
Program:  Ben i t a  Wal ters .
Refreshments: Teresa Nunn, Rita
Parr. 
Fund Raiser: Holiday Auction. 
Bring any holiday decorations to be
auctioned (silent) to help raise funds
for our projects.

School Supplies 
needed for

Homeless Children

There are over 378 homeless
children in the Clarke County
system, which is about 20% more
students than in years past. Princeton
UMW is sponsoring a drive to
collect school supplies so those
children get a good start on the
upcoming school year. Benita
Walters and Carolyn Dial are
heading up the effort. 

The most needed items are:
Book Bags

3-ring Binders (all sizes)
Filler Paper (college ruled)

But any school supply item would
be welcomed. If you would like to
help you can bring the school supply
items to the church by Sunday,
August 18. You can also donate
money that will be used where the
need is greatest. Every item donated
will be greatly appreciated.

United
Methodist

Men

UMMen meet monthly on the fourth
Tuesday at 7 pm.  All men are
welcome!

Rev. Dr. Phil Schroeder 
to speak 

at Men’s Breakfast

The Methodist Men will host our
quarterly breakfast August 10, 8-10 am,
in the church’s fellowship hall.  Our
speaker is Reverend Dr. Philip D.
Schroeder.  Phil is the Director of New
&  E x i s t i n g  C o n gr e ga t i o n a l
Development for the North Georgia
Annual Conference.  His presentation is
titled “Hunting Easter Eggs.”  All
men are invited to attend and bring a
guest, or two!  The cost of the breakfast
is $5.00 per person.  To RSVP call the
c h u r c h  o f f i c e  o r   e m a i l
UMM@princetonumcathensga.org,
or visit the church website:
www.princetonumcathensga.org

Register now for

Rock Eagle Retreat

The 52nd Annual Men’s Spiritual
Retreat at Rock Eagle will be held
September 27-29 (Rock Eagle 4H
Center, Eatonton GA).  The Reverend
Carey Gibson (retired pastor of Young
Harris UMC in Athens) is the Keynote
Speaker. His messages this year will
center on the theme “The Warrior
Within”.  The men of PUMC are
invited to come and hear one of the
most beloved and outstanding preachers
in Methodism encourage and challenge
the men of the North Georgia
Conference.  Register now. For more
information or to register, visit the
website: www.rockeagleretreat.com.
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Annual Conference Report

2013 North Georgia UMC 

For the 14th time in 15 years, United Methodists
from more than 900 churches across north Georgia
gathered in downtown Athens in the superbly renovated
Classic Center. The 147th Annual Conference was
officially called to order by Bishop B. Michael Watson, 

Bridges to Mission. This year’s special offering
(more than $100,000) will go to the work of Bridges to
Mission: El Salvador, Bahamas, East Africa,
Philippines, Portugal, Russia, Action Ministries, World
Methodist Evangelism.

Service of Licensing, Commissioning and
Ordination. The conference commissioned six
provisional deacons and 12 provisional elders, ordained
two deacons in full connection and 18 elders in full
connection, and recognized orders of two clergy from
other denominations.

 Communication.  Although (after 177 years)
the last print edition of The North Georgia Advocate
was mailed in May, there are many ways to stay in touch
and informed including e-newsletters (subscribe at 
www.ngumc.org/site/stayconnected), the NGUMC.org
website, and social media. A NGUMC app is in
development for smart phones.

Retiree Recognition. The 27 retirees entertained
and delighted the conference attendees.Their service
totaled 775 years.

UMCOR Cleaning Buckets. Outside the Grand
Hall, UMMen and UMWomen organized donations of
cleaning supplies so that Annual Conference members
and guests could assemble over 500 UMCOR Cleaning
Buckets.

Before Bishop Mike Watson finished with the
traditional setting of appointments and final sending
forth, members of the North Georgia Annual Conference
agreed to extend their relationship with the Classic
Center and the city of Athens by returning through 2017. 

For the full report of the 2013 Annual
C o n f e r e n c e  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t
http://www.ngumc.org/pages/detail/2352

Susan Brooks
Conference Delegate

Outreach and

Our Daily Bread
Many want to help

I am always amazed at the different ways that
people contribute to the Dime Ministry.  Let me tell you
about a few that just fell into my hands and that I was
able to drop into the kid's buckets last Dime Sunday.

From GAGs - a faithful saver of dimes brought
me a little bag full to overflowing with dimes.  I thanked
her and started to tuck the bag into my pocket.  She said
"WHAT are You doing - I need that or I won't remember
what I'm supposed to be doing."  She got the bag back!

From UMW - At the end of our meeting I
mentioned that our numbers at Our Daily Bread have
risen steadily since the fire at Oconee Street Methodist. 
Zack, the on-site director there, thinks that it is because
1st Baptist (aren't they incredible for hosting ODB) is
more accessible being downtown.  I also said that with
food prices rising that it is becoming hard to cover the
food costs.  Two of our women slipped checks to me
after the meeting - very generous checks!

And there was an Altoid box left on my car with
my name on it - FULL of dimes with a note saying "not
a member - just want to help."

"Just want to help" - kindness - helping others -
letting them know that they are important.  God's
children - every one.

With Love,
The Princeton Kids and Marianne

Serving at ODB.  Gene Townsend, George Townsend,
Lynda Stipe, Leroy Wallace, Robin  Edwards, and John
Stipe served 163 spaghetti meals with cole slaw, grapes,
and buttered toast for Our Daily Bread guests using the
kitchen and dining hall at First Baptist Church for $1.02
each on Tuesday, July 2. You support these meals
through the Dime Ministry.  Donations left at the Altar
on Communion Sunday or gifts designated "Our Daily
Bread," on checks or envelopes  are used toward our
commitment to support the mission of Our Daily Bread. 
Please let John or Marianne Stipe know if you can serve
on a first Tuesday: August 6 or September 3.
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Missions

Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Athens

IHNA

Our two remaining "shell
weeks" will begin on the weeks of
September 29 and December 15 and,
if all goes as efficiently as the first
three, the venue of choice will remain
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church.  We
are fortunate to be a healthy church,
able to help carry a part of the
responsibility of serving guests who
have hit some bumps in the roadway
of Life and are reaching out to our
IHNA team.

The effort we all make in
helping the families each week is
energized by the love and compassion
exemplified by Jesus Christ.  In my
opinion, we do this ministry to glorify
God and His Son, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.  It was Jesus' earthly
family who found themselves in a
situation that made it difficult to find
a place to make a home so Mary could
have her first born child, Jesus. 
Someone had the thought to suggest a
dry and adequate cattle stall where
they could make a temporary home. 
The first century and the twenty-first
century still can be described by the
displacement of families, and housing
gets complicated for the unfortunate
and distressed families.  Thanks be to
God for the opportunity to help others
take steps forward into a better day. 
We can say that we at Princeton,
whether it is through IHNA or Our
Daily Bread or feeding students on
Wednesday night or inviting someone
to receive Jesus Christ into their heart,
live to help others have a better DAY. 
May God continue to bless You and
IHNA.  

Peace be with you,  
Tom and Pam Davis

Work Team
Fund-raiser this fall!

The Mission Team is beginning
to plan the Fall Fundraiser. The
proceeds will be divided among
the Children's Ministry, the
Brazil mission, and Oklahoma
tornado relief.  The date has not
yet been set, but the event will
include a Low Country Boil,
Dessert Auction, Song Fest, and
Job Auction. We have never had
a Job Auction before, but the
idea is that individuals will
auction off a specific job/service
(such as baking a cake, yard
work, minor electrical repairs,
etc.) to the highest bidder. Be
thinking about what service you
would like to offer. More details
to follow!

Wednesday 
Night Out 

Resumes August 14

Wednesday Night Out Supper at 5:45
PM.  Reservations are required.
    ~ Children to 12 years old - $2.00
    ~ Regular meal - $6.25

Choir Practice at 7:00 PM.

RETURN TO PRINCETON UMC

All children 3 yrs - 5th grade join us
beginning August 14 for 6 weeks of
training fun!  Registration is free!
Bring your friends!  Snack Supper for
$2.00 at 5:45pm.  Call church office to
register for dinner.
Program from 6:20-7:30pm

Finance

Time to submit
Budget Requests

It is time to begin putting together the
church budget for 2014.  All program
directors/coordinators and committee
chairs should send budget requests for
their areas of responsibility to Ron
Warren, Chair of the Finance
Committee, at rswarrenjr@gmail.com 
or Rev. Dee Dee Lawson,
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org
by August 28, 2013.

Ron Warren
Finance Committee Chair
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RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

Princeton
Prayer List

In the Armed Forces: 

Christie Bettle
Zack Gizzler

Michael Griffith
Neel McKenzie

Matt Ruff

Limited to service men and
women deployed outside the
USA or wounded in action.

Special Concerns:
Trey Alexander

Carol Allen
Joyce Blackmon

Paul Brittain
Holly Byrd

Jimmy&Joyce Hamilton
Annette Jackson

Charlotte Johnson
Shaefer Heard

Harry&Mae Lee
Newhouse family

Hannah Poling
Grace Smith

Marianne Stipe
Mary Thrasher

Freda Townsend
Kristine Wilcox

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers

& Home Bound:

Agnes Davis
Jim Eure

Margaret Finn
Becky Hutchins 

A. J. Hale
Doris Jones

Roger Landrum
Rae Preston
Agnes Smith
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