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The Easter Laugh 
 

A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 
(Proverbs 17:22)  

 

There is an ancient tradition in the church where the liturgy (ie: prayers, Scripture, 
songs) of the day celebrates the humor of God. It is called “Bright Sunday, or “Holy 
Humor Sunday”. Traditionally it is held the Sunday after Easter and builds on the 
Good News that is celebrated that week. Jesus was dead, but is now alive.  
 

In the Synoptic Gospels, the women come to the tomb in despair then leave in 
delight. Quite a story with lots of questions, but the bottom line is “He is risen! He is 
risen indeed!” Jesus’ Resurrection is God’s ultimate joke on death, Satan, and all the 
forces of evil. It is a testament to the God who, as the Psalmist says, “Sits in the 
heavens and laughs” at the foolishness of humanity and any forces that seek to 
thwart divine purposes. (Psalm 2:4) 
 

“Risus paschalis – “The Easter Laugh,” the early theologians called it, and the theme 
has echoed down through the centuries. Martin Luther wrote: “… Christ is a God of 
joy. It is pleasing to the dear God whenever thou rejoicest or laughest from the 
bottom of thy heart.” John Wesley said: “Sour godliness is the devil’s religion.” And 
the Southern theologian, Jerry Clower, was fond of saying that he didn’t want to be 
any place where there’s no laughter. “There’s no laughter in hell and I’ve made 
arrangements to miss it.”  
 

If there is any place where joyous laughter should be found it’s in the church! Of all 
people, who has more right or reason to celebrate, to lift our voices and hands in 
sheer joy? Even Jesus had something to say on the subject. “...Blessed are you who 

weep now for you will LAUGH.” (Lk 6:21b) 
 

I invite you to join us for a new worship series that will 
begin on Easter Sunday, entitled, Soul Survivor. We kick 
it off with the joyful celebration of the Resurrection, 
and a message based on the words of a song many of 
us learned in our childhood, “Jesus Loves Me.”  The 
next Sunday, April 12, we will continue the merriment 
with “Holy Humor Sunday” and learn how laughter is 
good medicine for our souls and faith. 
 

God of Love and Laughter, I was glad when they said let us 
go up to the house of the Lord. For there is where I meet you 
and my soul is made happy. In Christ’s name. Amen. 
 

In His Word, 
Rev. Dee Dee 
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A couple weeks ago, 12 COOL Kids 
and their parents had a 
fantabulously, fun night at Chuck E. 
Cheese. Everyone had a blast 
playing the games and enjoying 

each other’s company. The noise might have been a 
little tough on the parents nerves, but they survived 
it and had almost as much fun as the kids. The pizza 
was excellent and so was the service. We especially 
thank the Manager, Nick and Assistant Manager, 
Bonnie, for how well they took care of us. 
  

When asked what they learned that night, some of 
the responses the children gave where “I learned…  
...to wait my turn.” Luke (5 yrs old) 
... to ride a pony.” Violet (5 yrs old) 
… you have to share and let others play the games, 
even when you have extra tokens.“ Cole (9 yrs old) 
... you can still have a prayer for your food, even 
when it’s really noisy.” Wyatt (7 yrs old) 

 

Sunday’s in April 
April 12:  At Princeton – 4:30pm 
 

April 26: Meet at Athens Skate Inn – 3:00pm 
295 Commerce Boulevard  
Bogart, Georgia 30622 

 

Part-Time Children’s 
Director Needed 

 

Princeton  is seeking a part-
time Children’s Director. We 

are looking for an individual who is passionate about 
their relationship with Jesus, has a strong love for 
children, and demonstrates the ability to work well 
with children, their parents and volunteers, and can 
help us lead children into a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ, and disciple them into becoming lifelong 
followers of Christ. This is a part-time salaried 
position requiring a minimum of 15 hours a week. 
Salary commensurate with experience. Send resume 
and inquiries to: 
resumes@princetonumcathensga.org 
 

For full job description visit church website: 
www.princetonumcathensga.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Homecoming of Blessings 

 

Sunday, May 3, 11:00 a.m. 
Worship Service and Covered Dish Lunch 

Guest Preacher: Reverend Russell Repetske  
 

Join us as we celebrate 180 years commitment to 
Christ and His Church. We welcome Reverend Russell 
Repetske and his wife Janice as our honored guests 
for Homecoming. Reverend Repetske served as the 
pastor of Princeton from 1999-2011. Since then, he 
and Janice have continued to be part of Princeton. 
We look forward to hearing the message Russell will 
share. There will also be special music by Princeton’s 
adult and children’s choirs. 
 

Immediately following the worship service, join us for 
lunch and fellowship. Please bring two covered dishes 
to share. Thanks to our Homecoming Committee, 
Becky Hutchins and all her crew. They need help to 
set up tables and decorate on Friday and Saturday, 
May 1 and 2, and clean up and put things away after 
our meal. Please let her know if you can help. 

 

Mark Your Calendars Now For Our 
Vacation Bible School Program  

June 22-25, 9am-12noon 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This year’s theme is “Blast to the Past” where the 
children will discover God’s Everlasting Love! 
Incredible, Faithful, Invincible,  Unconditional, and 
Real!  Online registration for children and volunteers 
will soon be on our website. We need many helping 
hands and hearts to make this the best VBS yet. 

mailto:resumes@princetonumcathensga.org
http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/
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Manage your Giving Online! 
 

Princeton UMC is excited to announce that you can 
now manage your giving online! Giving online is easy 
and allows you to set up automatic recurring 
contributions and view your complete online giving 
history from anywhere you have access to the Internet. 
Simply follow these easy steps: 
 

Visit the church website at: 
www.princetonumcathensga.org 
 
Click on the                                      button, 
 
Click on the Create Profile button, 
then  
 

Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online 
profile and to make a donation or schedule your 
recurring contributions. 

New Worship Series Begins 
April 3, Easter Sunday 

 

In the midst of 
uncertainty, a 
struggling 
economy, 
political scandals, 
a potential war – 
is there anything 
left to believe in? 
This four part 
series shows us 
how to find 
certainty in our 
relationship with 
God: how laughter feeds or souls, being empowered 
by his Spirit, and facing life's most difficult moments.  

Easter Sunday Breakfast 
 

We always have a wonderful feast 
for breakfast after our Sunrise 
Service. If you can help this year 
please let me know what you can 
provide. Items needed are:  egg 

casseroles, biscuits, sausage, bacon, donuts, muffins, 
grits, fruit, and juices, etc. Anything you wish to bring 
will be appreciated. Call 706-769-0699, if I am not 
able to answer, just leave me a message  or email 
me: Estherporter24@gmail.com. 
Blessing,  Esther Porter  

 

http://www.princetonumcathensga.org
mailto:Estherporter24@gmail.com
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Thank you all for your response to 
the items needed for the UMCOR 
Health Kits.  Our goal is 145 
bags.  We still need a lot of  hand 
towels and combs. You can find a 
complete list in the mission article 
on page 4 and on our website. 
 

April is our "Make It, Bake It, Fake 
It" fund raising event. It is always 
a fun way to add to our missions 
treasury!  
 

On April 25th we will be 
sponsoring a Princeton Market 
from 9:00 am - 12 noon. People 
will be selling craft items they 
have made and some will be 
selling various novelty items. For 
more information, visit our church 
web page or contact me and I'll 
get you connected. The money 
from both fundraisers will be used 
to expand what we can do to help 
those in need. 
 

Guest speaker Kae Brown from 
one of the district offices will be at 
our May meeting.  Be sure to 
come and bring a guest.  
 

Your fellow servant, Pam Davis  

 
 
 
 

 
The  United Methodist Men will 
meet April 11 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Business at 8:30, Devotional 
at nine. All men are welcome.  
 
 

G A G 
 

The Golden Age Group of 
Princeton UMC meets Tuesday, 
April 14 at 11:45 A.M. Toula and 
Doyle Bradley will host. The 
entrees are country ham and hot 
wings with sides and desserts 
prepared by Golden Agers 
attending.  Princeton member, 
Kathleen Wright,  who has written 
a synopsis of her life growing up in 
Jamacia and working in England, 
will present the program. Her 
book is titled At Full Bloom. May 
everyone have a most 
enlightening Easter and meditate 
on a psalm: 
 

"Do not cast me off in the time 
of old age; do not forsake me 
when my strength is spent." 

Psalm 71:9  
 

- Tom Davis 

Check out our new website: http://www.princetonumcathensga.org 

Celebrate My Graduation With Me 
 

It has been a great blessing to be part of 
Princeton over the last four years. You 
have been “my home away from home.” 
While at Princeton, I have sung in the 
choir and Christmas Cantatas, served in 
several of the children’s events and 
enjoyed more 
delicious 
Wednesday 
Night Out 
dinners than I 
can count. Most 
of them 
graciously given 
to me at no cost. 
As many of you 
know, this May I 
will be 
graduating from 
the University of 
Georgia College of Veterinary Medicine. 
To celebrate my graduation, my parents 
are having a drop-in at their house in 
Lilburn, GA. and ALL of the Princeton 
family is invited. Drop in any time 
between 2:30 and 4:30 Sunday 
afternoon, May 17. RSVP to Clara Welch 
at welchfam2007@gmail.com for the 
address. I look forward to celebrating 
with you.  Yours in Christ,  Rebecca Welch 

Welcome 

New Member 
 

Please welcome Martha Kelley 
who joined on February 22. 

Our Daily Bread 
 

On March 10th, our Princeton volunteers served up smiles, “hi, how 
are you's,” and a delicious meal of Spaghetti and the trimmings to 
168 guests at Our Daily Bread.  Meals, which are supported by the 
Dime Ministry and designated donations, cost of $1.47 each, due to 
the careful shopping and preparation of our crew! 
 

Somehow the word seems to get out that Princeton is serving, and 
the guests really enjoy the meal and invite others to come 
also.  THANKS CREW!!!  

mailto:welchfam2007@gmail.com
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Missions 
 

 
April 

Basket Ministry 
 

The April Basket Ministry items we  
need for the UMCOR Health Kits 
are:  
- Metal Nail Files (no emery boards) 
 

 - Fingernail Clippers  
    (No toenail clippers) 
 

- Toothbrushes 
   (Adult size only, individually packaged) 
 

We greatly appreciate the 
generosity for items you have 
already contributed. In order to 
make complete kits, we need to 
have equal quantities of all items. 
We are in need of additional 
towels , bar soap and combs. Dollar 

Tree is selling two nail clippers for 
$1.00, and four combs for $1.00. 
Check with your dentist to see if 
they can donate some 
toothbrushes. Monetary gift are 
accepted and will be used to 
purchase toothpaste and pay 
shipping. Please designate your 
donation for “Missions- UMCOR.” 
 

Again, thank you for your servant’s 
heart with this church-wide 
mission. We will assemble the kits 
on Sunday, May 17, immediately 
following worship. Please make 
plans to be a part of this event. It 
will only take about 15 –20 minutes 
of your time. Allowing you to still  
beat the Baptists to the local 
restaurants. 
 

Be Blessed and Be a Blessing, 
Esther Porter  

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Disaster Mission Committee is 
looking forward to a productive 
year in 2015.  We did not travel or 
work on any homes during 2014 
and many are ready to be on the 
move. We have made no decisions 
on locations or projects for the year 
and need your guidance as to what 
we might tackle.  If you have ideas 
about people or places in need of 
our help, please contact Jim Allison 
at 706-769-7112 or 
jamesmallison@bellsouth.net 
  
In His Word, 
Jim Allison 

PRINCETON UMC 
Making Changes In 2015 

 

Greetings from the Capital Campaign Team. On March 1st we had a delicious luncheon with good discussion. The food 
was great. Thanks to those who prepared it and served. It is a blessing to serve! 
 

We had many questions on all the items for the campaign - Trees, Asphalt, AC/HT, 
and Sanctuary audio/video. How much? How long? What will be first second and 
so on. 
 

I believe that everyone, even those who are a little apprehensive about change, 
left the meeting understanding that what is planned will improve, update and 
beautify God’s house. 
 

March 29th is Commitment Sunday. The day we each make that commitment to 
confirm our support to our church and “Care For God’s House”. The moment that 
God has spoken to our hearts in such a way that we will take part in this Capital  Campaign. It will be the time at which 
we come together for this new phase in our discipleship journey to step out in faith and make a commitment that 
makes our hearts flush with the feeling of love for our God. 
  

You should have received in the mail a commitment brochure to pray over, fill out and bring with you on March 29.  
I invite you to join me and our church leadership to do all that you can for the “Care For God’s House” campaign.  
 

Please see the display in the narthex and see the LADDER of success we will soon erect to track our progress as we 
“Care For God’s House”.  
 

How Big is God for You? 
David Porter – Campaign Chairman  

 

“Both you and I will be helped at the same time, you by my faith and I by yours.” (Romans 1:12 

tel:706-769-7112
mailto:jamesmallison@bellsouth.net
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MEMORIALS/HONOR 
Capital Campaign Donations  

    In Memory of 
Bill Collins,  Scott Collins 

In Honor of 
A. J. Hale 

BIRTHDAYS 
Ben Wilcox         04/03 
Betty Lee            04/05 
Kristine Wilcox    04/08 
Cindy Parrish      04/10 
Violet Schwartz  04/10 
Joyce Nixon        04/18 
Jeremy Field        04/27 
Don Parr, Jr.        05/01 
Joe Nunn            05/06 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Ben & Kristine Wilcox    04/24/2004 
Bobby & Linda Byrd       04/24/1964 
Jeremy & Kelly Field      05/01/2004  

Dallas Connect Conference - Operation Christmas Child  
 

 I have just returned from a wonderful 3-day national conference for Operation Christmas Child (OCC). We were 
treated to great worship, fantastic music, awesome training, and decent food. My favorite part was the talk by Kent 
Brantly, the American doctor who was cured of Ebola at Emory. He said that when he was doing his residency, he 
was assigned to Atlanta and he was really disappointed because he wanted to go somewhere more “exotic.”  At the 
last minute he was sent to Liberia, but he remarked, “Little did I know that my life would be saved in Atlanta!”  
  

 Another highlight was a performance by the Ugandan Children’s Choir. These children had all received 
Christmas shoeboxes in the past and are now touring the U.S. Another group of 18 young 
people, the Full Circle group, were from 11 countries. They had each received shoeboxes 
as children and are now working for Operation Christmas Child. Another man, 
probably in his forties, still had his shoebox  

 I am on the Prayer Mobilization Team for a 15 county area around Athens, and I 
am looking for individuals and prayer groups to help me pray for this ministry. Its 
mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ all over the world, which is what all 
Christians are commanded to do. 
  

 Many think OCC is just a neat way to send Christmas gifts to poor children around the world, but it is so much 
more than that. Every shoebox comes with a little booklet called "The Greatest Gift", which teaches about Jesus in 
the child's native language. Then each child is invited to attend a 12-week disciple program (The Greatest Journey) to 
learn more about Jesus. It is completely optional, but those who complete the course receive a certificate and a 
children's New Testament in their language. Ro date, the materials have been translated into over 70 languages! 
They also have a graduation ceremony with caps and gowns, which is a highlight in each village. 
 

 Over 4.7 million children have enrolled in The Greatest Journey since 1993; over 1.06 million have graduated, 
and there have been over 2.1 million documented professions of faith. When a child participates in the program, his 
or her family and neighbors often get involved.  
 

          Please let me know if you would be willing to join my prayer team or if you know any "prayer warriors" or 
organized prayer groups who might be interested. I would really appreciate receiving those names. 
 

          I will send you a monthly prayer calendar with specific prayer needs. I encourage you to visit the Operation 
Christmas Child website. I'll be happy to answer any questions you have, and I can definitely find speakers for any 
programs you are planning.   Please prayerfully consider participating in this powerful mission. 
 

Annette Jackson 

 

Same Mind As Christ 
 

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8 he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death-- even death on a cross. 9 Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.     (Philippians 2:5-11) 
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Princeton United  
Methodist Church 

 
Office: (706) 353-1123 
www.princetonumcathensga.org 

 
Staff 

Pastor: Reverend Dee Dee Lawson 
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org 
 
Secretary: Mary Licht 
office@princetonumcathensga.org 
 
Children’s Dir/Admin: Open 
 
Choir Director: Hannah Schwartz 
hannahwschwartz@yahoo.com 
 
Accompanist: David Knauft 
dknauft@princetonumcathensga.org 
 
Nursery Attendant: Kellie Ward 
 
PUMP Editor: Michael Law 
 

Publication & Circulation: 
Vera Bramblett, Marilyn Allison, 
Martha Bishop, Toula Bradley,  
Diane Jarrett 

Pray for Our Armed Forces Family 

We want to remember all of our service men and 

women, but our prayer list will only include those 

who are deployed outside of the USA or have 

been wounded in action. Please help us by giving 

your request to the ushers or calling or emailing 

the church office. 

Special Concerns: 
Please let us know if you want your name 
added or removed. 

We extend sincere 
Christian sympathy to 
the family and friends 
of: 
  

      Lois Johnson 

      Jeannette Dolittle 

      Martha Doster 

PUMP, April, 2015 

Princeton Prayer List 

Trey Alexander 
Martha Bishop 
Vera Bramblett 
June Brittain 
Linda/Holly Byrd 
Jim Eure 
Jimmy/Ezelle Hale 

Scott/Ann Jackson 
Mae Lee 
Andrea Newhouse  
Joanne Schmidt 
Grace Smith 
John Stipe 
Mary Thrasher 

In Nursing Homes, 

Retirement Centers 

& Homebound: 

Jim Eure 

AJ Hale 

Doris Jones 

Martha Kelley 

Roger Landrum 

Rae Preston 

Agnes Smith 

Freda Townsend 

He is risen! 


