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The Pump 

Please stay tuned for updates to Princeton U.M.C. website.  

Opportunities: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning November 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Go Tell It Musical 

December 7, 6:00 pm 

 
 

 

 

December 10, 6:00 pm 

    December 14, 5-7pm         

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel. 
(Isaiah 7:14) 

 

According to ancient lore, if you find the magical rock 

known as the Touchstone along the shores of the Black 

Sea, it will make you very wealthy. It is said you will 

know if you find it, because you would recognize it by 

its warmth. All the other stones feel cold, the legend 

goes, but the touchstone would be warm in your hand. 
 

One man sold everything he had, went to the Black Sea, and immediately began 

picking up stones, hoping to find the touchstone. After some days passed, he 

realized he was picking up the same stones over and over again. So he devised a 

plan: Pick up a stone; if it’s cold throw it into the sea. He did this for weeks and 

weeks and it soon became a hurried and mindless activity. 
 

One morning, after he had thrown hundreds of cold stones into the sea, he picked 

up another stone and it was warm in his hand. But, before he realized what he was 

doing, he also threw it into the sea. He had the touchstone in his hand and yet he 

had thrown it away. So dulled by his routine, he had absentmindedly tossed away 

his fortune. 
 

The story of the touchstone can happen to us with Advent – if we’re not careful. 

We can look at these few weeks as merely a time of frantic activity, getting all the 

preparations done for Christmas Eve. It can become the same old routine. Been 

there, done that, got the T-shirt. We can miss the power, the uniqueness, the 

sacredness of the season. Before we realize what’s happening, we’ve thrown it 

away, tossed it aside – missing the wealth of peace, hope, joy and love Advent 

offers us. Christmas has so much to give us, so much to teach us. Advent helps us 

get ready to receive the wonderful gifts of Christmas, especially the gift of Jesus 

Christ. I hope you will look over the Advent opportunities Princeton offers and 

find time to participate in them with your family. Invite friends and neighbors too. 
 

Dear God, 

As we wait in hopeful anticipation for the celebration of the Christ child’s 

coming, slow us down and fill us with your peace. Allow that we would not 

throw aside any of the joy and love that wish for us during this season. Amen. 

 

In His Word, 

Reverend Dee Dee 

(Special thanks to Reverend Nell Mahoney for the inspiration of this devotion) 



 

 

As COOL Kids winds down until 

January, I look back to the fall and 

remember some of the good times 

that we had – Moses coming for 4 

weeks to teach the children, our 

trip to Memorial Park to feed the 

ducks, the Fox coming and 

showing us what the Bible can 

teach us, and packing shoe boxes 

as a way to give thanks for our 

friends, even those we do not 

know.  

  

I would like to thank all the 

volunteers that helped to make this 

fall such a wonderful time for the 

children to learn about the Bible 

and Christ and be surrounded by 

love.  You are all so great and 

special to the children. 

 

On January 11, COOL Kids will 

resume with a series on Jonah 

entitled: 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

Mission Opportunity 
 

Thank you to all who contributed 

to our Thanksgiving Mission 

Opportunity.  With your support by 

picking up a turkey and purchasing 

the items on it, we were able to 

provide 3 meals for families that 

needed assistance with a 

Thanksgiving meal this year.  All 

of the families deeply appreciated 

the meals and send the 

congregation Thanks. 

 

 

Princeton Family 

Thanksgiving 
 

This year, a Prayer Team meeting 

conversation led to the realization 

that we needed to have a 

Thanksgiving Meal for our 

Princeton family here at the church 

because we had several people that 

had no place to celebrate with 

family on Thanksgiving.  Thank 

you to all those helping prepare and 

cook this meal and special thanks 

to Bob and Sherry Wilcox for 

helping coordinate this effort. 

 
 

December 14, 5-7pm 
 

All are welcome this Christmas to 

our Jingle Jam Family Event, as we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus in a fun 

and unique way. Because of your 

generosity we are able to offer it 

Free. Our theme this year is 
 

Imagine If…  
 

Imagine if you were Mary 

and the angel just told 

you that you were going 

to have a child.  Imagine 

if you were a wise man 

and knew that a Savior 

had been born… 

 

Also, new this year will be the 

Christmas Workshop where 

children will be able to pick out 

gifts for their parents or guardians.   

 

Invite family and friends and join 

us as we have dinner, enjoy  family 

activities, and share together in 

fellowship. We look forward to 

seeing you there! 

Children’s Christmas Nativity 

On Wednesday Night, December 10, at 6:00pm, the Princeton 

children will present a Christmas Nativity under the direction of 

Kassie Brown, Hannah Schwartz, Ben Wilcox, and David Knauft.  

Please join us for hors d’oeuvres at 5:30pm and stay for the nativity. 



Stewardship 
 

Thanks to Esther Porter who shared this testimony of her 

faith during our stewardship journey in November 2014. 
 

It is always an honor to share how the Lord has blessed me 

and my family with his Grace and Love. I did not become a 

Christian until I was an adult. Even after being saved, it 

took a while for me to understand what it really meant to be 

a Christian. It was when I received the Holy Spirit that my 

heart was opened to understand how I was to serve our 

Lord.  
 

The Holy Spirit gives you a new prospective on life.  You 

desire to serve him and to give back to him. Although we 

do not deserve the grace and love given to us, He gives it 

freely and abundantly.  
 

God has blessed me all my life. I just did not know it until I 

got to know Him. As the parable of the talents (Matthew 

25:14-30) tells us, He has given all of us different talents 

and abilities.  We have to choose to serve him with what 

He has given us.  Sometimes I have doubted my ability to 

do something, but when I answered  his call, He gave me 

the ability to serve. Have you ever had doubts about your 

abilities when you were called to serve him?  I am sure 

most of us have. As we know, He sometimes puts us in 

jobs that challenge us, but, believe me, He will give you the 

ability to serve him.  
 

It is important that we give of ourselves, but we also have 

to give back a portion of what has been given to us 

(financially). In my early Christian life I was a single mom, 

and gave what I could. But as I have grown in my faith, my 

giving has increased.  And yes, Satan will put thoughts in 

your head that you can not afford to do it.  But once you 

start giving your tithe, you will see the blessings and  feel 

the wonderful joy of giving back a portion to our Lord and 

Savior…   May you be blessed and be a blessing. 

Let’s face it. 
Most of what 
we will get this 
year for Christ-
mas will not re-
ally matter 6 
months from 
now. However, 
God’s gifts do. 

They last for all eternity. And we are going to be 
unwrapping His gifts this Christmas season. Join 
us for this 5-part series, Gifts That Last, begin-
ning first Sunday of Advent, November 30. 

 

 

 

 
 

Go Tell It! 

A service of American songs and carols 

for Christmas 

Presented by the combined choirs of 
 

Princeton United Methodist 
Sunday Dec. 7, 6:00pm 

 

Friendship Presbyterian 
Sunday Dec. 14, 7:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us Christmas Eve at 5:00pm for a 

traditional candlelight service. We will sing 

favorite Christmas hymns, hear a special 

Christmas message and end with lighting of 

candles.  Nursery provided (Infant - 5 years old). 

Thank you for all the ways you have supported and 

participated in our stewardship program – The Capacity for 

More: Enter Into the Joy of the Lord. To date we have 

received 31 cards from families responding to financially 

support their church and serve in the many ministries we are 

engaged at Princeton UMC. If you have not yet turned in 

your 2015 Estimate of Giving Card and service form, please 

do by mailing in your card, dropping it in the offering plate 

or bringing it to the church office. If you are able to increase 

your giving for next year, that is a blessing. Ultimately we 

hope that every member and regular attender returns their 

commitment card each year. God does not care how much 

you give, but that you would give willingly what you can. 

Thanks again! Stewardship Committee 
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Pray for Our Armed Forces Family 

We want to remember all of our service men 

and women, but our prayer list will only in-

clude those who are deployed outside of the 

USA or have been wounded in action. Please 

help us by giving your request to the ushers or 

calling or emailing the church office. 

Special Concerns: 

Please let us know if you want your name 

added or removed. 

We extend  sincere 
Christian sympathy to the 
family and friends of: 

Jimmy Hamilton 

Harry Lee 

 

In Nursing Homes, 

Retirement Centers 

& Home Bound: 
 

Jim Eure 

A J Hale 

Doris Jones 

Roger Landrum 

Rae Preston 

Agnes Smith 

PUMP, December, 2014 

Princeton Prayer List 

Trey Alexander            
June Brittain 
Holly Byrd 
Jimmy/Ezelle Hale 
Joyce Hamiton 
Avery Heard 
Callie Heard 

Jack Lawson 
Mae Lee 
Andrea Newhouse 
Grace Smith 
Mary Thrasher 
Freda Townsend 
Brian Welch 



Our Daily Bread 
 

Nine Princeton volunteers served 165 

meals of Spaghetti, Meat 

Sauce/Vegetable Sauce, coleslaw, 

grapes, and buttered toast to guests at 

Our Daily Bread.  They greeted the 

Guests with smiles and compassion! 
 

Our cost for each meal was $1.39 

which is funded by The Dime 

Ministry and by donations left at the 

Altar on Communion Sundays and 

by other designated contributions. 
 

Let John or Marianne know if you 

would like to help on December 2 as 

we welcome our friends back once 

again for lunch and fellowship.  You 

will receive a blessing as you follow 

what Our Lord asks us to do. 

 

We want to thank all of you who 

donated to our cold weather 

drive.  The clients of Our Daily 

Bread are much warmer thanks to 

you! We donated 10 sleeping 

bags,  plus coats, etc. 
 

The Christmas Mailbox will be 

available for your use again this year, 

November 30 until December 21.  

You may bring cards that you would 

like to give to members of our 

church family and we will be sure 

that they are given to the recipient 

when they are at church. This is a 

service to you and a fundraiser for us 

(we would like a donation). With 

your generosity we can support 

Nurses Clinic, Sparrow's Nest, our 

shut-ins, Cool-Kids and many other 

projects.  
 

We wish all of you a blessed 

Christmas and a holy New Year!  
 

Pam Davis 
 

LET "THE WORD" BE BORN 

IN OUR HEARTS! 

Dime Ministry 
 

The temperatures are plunging and 

it's really COLD outside! 
 

There are people in Athens - right 

here in our town - who are sleeping 

out at night - in the woods, in tent 

city, under bridges, in boxes, and in 

dumpsters. 
 

We provide a safe, warm, 

welcoming, hot lunch for the guests 

that come to Our Daily Bread.  The 

Dime Ministry supports and provides 

the funds for the food as we reach 

out in love and acceptance - as we 

obey what our God asks us to do. 
 

Bless You All for your support -

  With Love, 
 

The Princeton Kids and Marianne 

 

 

Athens Area Food Bank 
 

Recently I read an article entitled, 

“Things A Food Bank Won’t Tell 

You They Need.”  It mentioned all 

kinds of things I never realized were 

needed. So, I called my contact at the 

Food Bank and she verified they 

need things other than food.  Most of 

the people who use the Food Bank 

are not homeless; they have homes 

and kitchens, but not enough money 

to feed their families. 
 

Some suggested items include: 

Canned fruit (they get a LOT of 

pineapple); Spices and condiments; 

Toiletries; Feminine hygiene 

products; Crackers; Canned meat; 

Jerky—Basically anything that Food 

Stamps will not cover. She said that 

there are all sorts of “shoppers” who 

appreciate all kinds of foods.  Even 

foods that we wouldn’t choose for 

our families are greatly appreciated 

by those from other countries and 

cultures.  Please remember this list as 

you shop for the Food Bank in the 

future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angel Tree  Season Is Here 
 

This year, Princeton is partnering 

with the Salvation Army to provide 

Christmas gifts for needy children. 

All the families have been screened 

and approved by the Salvation 

Army. We were assigned eleven 

children ages 2 months to 7 years 

old – 7 boys and 4 girls. All gifts 

should be UNWRAPPED and are 

due to Princeton by Sunday, 

December 7. They will then be 

taken to the Salvation Army and 

distributed to the families on 

Thursday, Dec. 18.  
 

As we strive to be more personally 

involved with our local mission 

efforts, we are seeking volunteers 

to help sort the gifts during the 

week of December 15 and also 

distribute gifts and assist families 

on December 18.  You will receive 

more information about these 

opportunities to serve as “the hands 

and feet of Christ” in the December 

worship bulletins. 

 

Mission Committee 
 

Your assistance on the mission 

projects this year are appreciated by 

so many and especially the projects 

during November .The mission 

committee has been completed ,we 

are pleased with such a team. 

Thank you for your willingness to 

serve The Lord through these areas 

of missions. The committee will 

meet in January and a mission 

steering committee will be set up.  



 

We Need Your Help to Finish the Year Well 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

As we approach the end of the year, your gifts to our church are 
really important. Your giving to Princeton changes lives, transforms 
communities and helps build God’s Kingdom. We have had 19 
people join Princeton this year (15 adults and 4 children). Through 
your generosity people have come to faith in Christ and we have 
been able to offer help and hope to our mission partners. Thank 
you for your faith and trust in this church and for your gifts that 
give life to our ministry for Jesus Christ and witness to His saving 
grace.  
 

Though we will finish the year under budget, to date our expenses 
have exceeded giving by $6,000. We would like to cover that before 
we move on to a new year. With your help we can meet this 
shortfall. 
 

During this season of giving, please remember your tithes and 
offerings pledges. If you are able to get them in early that would be 
great. We urge you to consider extra end of year gifts to help us 
continue to be a loving, caring place where Jesus is known and 
shared. 
 

Have a blessed Christmas!   Finance Committee 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

You all did a fantastic job! On Sunday, 

November 9, our Cool Kids and several 

adult volunteers packed Christmas 

shoeboxes to be delivered to children 

overseas. Two years ago we packed 5-6 

boxes. Last year our goal was 25 and 

we packed 50. This year, we didn’t 

officially set a goal, but we hoped for 

100 boxes and we made it! 
 

Last year our boxes were sent to 

Madagascar. Be sure to check out their 

letter and pictures on the bulletin board. 

   

This year the boxes from this area will 

be delivered to children in Burkino 

Faso, Burundi, Central African 

Republic, Chad, Congo, D.R. of Congo, 

Dominica, India, Jamaica, Mali, 

Mauritius, and South Sudan.  Along 

with the box of gifts, each child 

receives a book, in their own language, 

about the love of God. If they choose to, 

they may attend a 12 week Bible study 

class. At the end of that class, every 

graduate receives a New Testament in 

their native language. This is an 

excellent opportunity to “help make 

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.” 
 

Many thanks to all of you who donated 

and to those who helped on Sunday. 
 

Annette Jackson 



Scouts 
 

The church provides money for 

Troop 1111 as a part of their annual 

budget for them to use at their 

discretion.  Generally, it goes to aid 

Scouts as a scholarship, to assist them 

with expenses for Summer Camp at 

Camp Rainy Mountain, outside of 

Clayton in Northeast Georgia.  We 

had a couple of scholarship recipients 

this year and they have each sent the 

Church a thank you letter.  Below are 

the paraphrased letters from the 

Scouts whom wished to remain 

anonymous. 
 

“Dear Church members, thank 

you for donation to the Boy 

Scouts so that we could go to 

Camp Rainy Mountain. I have 

taken up metal working and 

gotten my metal working [merit] 

badge.  I have created an 

arrowhead in my metal working 

class too!” 

 

“Thank you for the financial ad 

that helped us to go to Camp 

Rainy Mountain over the summer 

this year. We had lots of fun as 

you can see in the pictures.” 
 

They shared some pictures. 

Thank you Princeton for helping give 

these young men the opportunity to 

learn new skills and have great 

memories of Scout camp like I was 

able to. 
 

Jeremy Field 

Scouting Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GAG 
 

Princeton's Golden Age Group, for 

50+ adults, will have their Christmas 

Banquet Tuesday, Dec. 9, at 11:45 

AM in the church's Fellowship 

Hall. Linda Byrd and Rita Parr will 

host the event. Reservations are 

required. You will enjoy a good meal 

and hear a Christmas Music Medley 

by Rachel Fleeman and Willard 

Smith. 
 

"As God's chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience."   

Colossians 3:12 
 

Tom Davis  
 

Lay Servant Classes 
 

The Athens-Elberton District is 

offering five classes in January 

People who take these classes 

absolutely do not have to preach, but 

they will gain important knowledge 

about the Methodist Church. The 

Basic Class is required before any 

others classes can be taken and 

requires the pastor’s signature. 

The January classes are: 
 

Class  Instructor 

Youth Basic Betty Lloyd 

Adult Basic Rev. Bill Lloyd 

Preaching Re. Tac Coley 

Story Telling Don Wildsmith 

Leading Worship   Rev. Billy     

Pittman 
 

Classes will be held on January 10 

and Jan. 17, 9am – 3 pm at 

Chapelwood UMC.  Each class costs 

$40. Registration forms may be 

found in the narthex. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Freda Townsend 12/08 

Cathy Heard 12/09 

Evan Hatch 12/12 

Natalie Nelson 12/14 

Michael Law 12/15 

Kody Wilcox 12/18 

Barbara Duncan 12/26 

Bobby Byrd 12/27 

Hannah Poling 12/27 

Gary Collins 12/28 

Lynn Marshall 12/29 

Toula Bradley 12/30 

 

Michael Stipe 01/04 

Nadia Law 01/05 

Rita Parr 01/05 

Diane Jarrett 01/06 

 

Robert & Diane Jarrett 12/03/1972 

Michael & Linda Law 12/20/1997 

David & Evelyn Knauft 12/28/1978 

Scott & Ann Jackson 01/06/2001 

 

 

New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please welcome new members,  

Michael and Joanne Schmidt, who 

joined on November 16. 

 

Thank you 

 

Maura and I would like to thank 

everyone who said prayers, sent 

cards, visited prepared food and 

showed so much love to Jimmy.  

He loved you all!  

 - Joyce Hamilton 

https://overview.mail.yahoo.com?.src=iOS

