
The PUMP
           P r i n c e t o n  U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  P a p e r 

               April  2014

Opportunities

C.O.O.L. Kids
Sundays, 4:30 pm

Lenten Bible Study
The Way

Tuesdays, 6-7 pm
 

Prayer Posse
Wednesdays at 8 am

Begins April 2.

Free Coffee Fridays
4/4, 4/11, 7:30 am

Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday April 13, 3-4 pm
Setup Sat, April 12, 9am

Holy Week Services
4/13 Palm Sunday

4/17 Maundy Thursday
4/18 Good Friday

4/20 EASTER
Sunrise Service, 7 am
Fellowship Breakfast

Praise & Worship, 9 am
Traditional Worship, 11am

Homecoming
Sunday, May 4

Rev. Harry Hawkins
Celebrating 179 years

Worship the LORD with gladness; 
come into his presence with singing.

Psalm 100:2

8,797 is the number of documents, Powerpoints, pdfs, etc. in my laptop that have the
word “worship” noted in them. As a United Methodist pastor and preacher one of my
primary responsibilities is to lead worship. Rarely a day goes by that I don’t think of
worship in some way or another. Worship for me is not something I do just for an
hour on Sunday morning or at an occasional special service. It is, or at least I seek to
make it, something I am always doing…

The word “worship” is used over 240 times in the NIV Bible. A quick scan makes
it clear that worship is not about us or something we do for ourselves. Worship is
always upward focused to and for an Audience of One – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Our word “worship” comes from the old English word that meant, “worth-ship.” To
worship is to recognize the worth of the One we worship. I think most of us agree
God is worthy of our adoration, submission and reverence. Where we have
differences is the worship style with which we feel most connects us to God.
Thankfully, there are many ways and styles to worship God.

That’s why I am excited to share with you that we will have a new Praise and
Worship service this Easter at 9:00 am. I am delighted to announce our own
Hannah Schwartz will be leading the singing at that service, accompanied by
David Knauft on the keyboard. A less formal setting than our traditional
service, the sermon will be the same, but the music will be contemporary praise
songs with lyrics projected on screen.

Easter is the Super Bowl of Christianity. More people come to church on Easter than
any other day, especially if they are invited. 80% of all new Christians first came to
church because they were personally invited by a friend or relative. It’s not
complicated or difficult. Pick up the phone. Go across the street. Send a personal
email. At the very least, post something on Facebook.

The new 9:00 am Praise and Worship service, along with our 7:00 am Sunrise and
11:00 am Traditional services will offer a variety of times and styles to experience
the joy-filled worship of God. Easter is coming, Jesus is risen! Who will you invite?

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Whatever our style of worship, may it be filled with gladness and expressions that are
pleasing to you. May our hearts be filled such that we cannot help but invite others
to know you and your love. Amen.

In His Word,
Reverend Dee Dee



Church Family

Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Ben Wilcox 04/03
Betty Lee 04/05
Deb Fuller 04/07
Kristine Wilcox 04/08
Cindy Parrish 04/10
Violet Schwartz 04/10
Joyce Nixon 04/18
Jeremy Field 04/27
Don Parr Jr. 05/01
Joe Nunn 05/06

Ben & Kristine Wilcox 04/24
Bobby & Linda Byrd 04/24

Please let Cindy Corley know if we are
missing a birthday or anniversary

Memorials

With grateful appreciation
we acknowledge gifts

In memory of 

Alberta Dottery
Ed Bramblett

Given by
Lynn Marshall

 
and gifts to the

Princeton Cemetery Assn
In memory of 

Elise Wigley Whitehead
Marianne W. Roper
Agnes Allen Davis

Given by:
Joan Legato

New Members

Welcome to new member, Jane
Cathy, who joined the church on
March 16, 2014.  We also welcome

her husband, Rev. Richard
Cathy, whose membership resides
with the North Georgia Conference. 
We thank God for Jane and Richard,
and we look forward to serving with
you. 

Welcome to new member, Dyne
Owen (pronounced “deen”) who
joined PUMC on March 23, 2014. 
Dyne is already involved in the
Odds and Ends Class, leading the
Financial Peace study, and working
with the Finance Committee as
Bookkeeper.

Lent and

Worship Series for Lent
Community Invited

Our sermon series for the Lenten
season is inspired by a book entitled
The Way: Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus by United
Methodist pastor, Adam Hamilton.
We follow the way of Jesus from his
baptism, through his temptations, to
the heart of his ministry all the way
to the cross.

Relinquishing Control

Marcia shared how she had been
struggling to relinquish control and
let God direct her life. One day,
amid this challenge, her daughter
approached her for homework help,
which called for the use of an iPad.
As Marcia struggled to make sense
of her daughter’s question, the
youngster kept swiping at the screen,
zooming in and out and grabbing the
tablet to turn it toward herself. “If
you want my help,” said Marcia in
exasperation, “then let me help!”

Suddenly Marcia had an a-ha!
moment: Hadn’t God been saying
the same thing to her all the while?
To truly benefit from God’s help,
she would have to stop trying to do
everything herself, let go, sit back
and accept his guidance.
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For April calendar Click Here

http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/Calendars%202014/April2014.htm


Easter

Join Us for Holy Week
      April 13-20

Community Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 13, 3-4 pm.
Princeton United Methodist Church
Front Lawn.
Rain or Shine!

Holy Thursday 
Communion Service
Thursday, April 17 at
7 pm ~ Sanctuary
Also called “Maundy Thursday”
Christians observe this day in
commemoration of Christ's Last
Supper. 

Good Friday Service
Friday, April 18 at 
7:00pm ~ Sanctuary
Observed on the Friday
before Easter Sunday.
On this day Christians
commemorate the passion, suffering,
and death on the cross of the Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Easter Sunday 
Sunrise Service
Sunday, April 20 at 7 am
Front Steps of the Church.
Join us as the day is dawning for this
special service and then breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall
immediately afterward.
(No Sunday School)

Easter Sunday 
Worship Celebration
Sunday, April 20 
Two Services in the Sanctuary
9:00am – Praise and Worship (New)
11:00am – Traditional Worship
Celebrate the risen Christ with us at
one of our services featuring special
music, children’s time, and
resurrection message.

Music Notes for the
 Holy Season of Lent

Throughout Lent the
sanctuary choir sings seasonal pieces
that enhance the worship services.
Palm Sunday will be celebrated with
special music from both the adult and
children's choirs as we participate in
the traditional palm procession with
shouts of joy and adoration.

At the end of Palm/Passion
Sunday worship, we enter Holy Week
and prepare for a Maundy Thursday
evening of worship, remembering the
last supper Jesus shared with his
disciples in the Upper Room.

The Good Friday service
solemnly takes us to the cross. It
promises to be very moving as we
remember our Lord’s last words
through scripture, music and hymns.

As we follow the way of
Jesus to the Cross during this Holy
Season, together we will discover the
true joy of the Easter Sunday
Resurrection.

The sanctuary choir invites
you to join us in preparing music for
this most Holy of seasons. We
rehearse each Wednesday night at 7
pm in the Choir Loft.

Can you bring a dish?

Our Sunrise breakfast will begin
immediately after the Easter sunrise
service (approximately 7:45 AM).  If
you can provide a dish please let
Esther Porter know what you will
bring.  Our church family is always
generous in bringing food for this
fellowship meal, and we appreciate
your support.

Celebrating

A Ggreat 
First Quarter

at Princeton UMC

Making Disciples of Jesus Christ

* 9 New Members!

* 3 Baptisms (2 Children, 1
Adult)

* Over 90 people in worship 4
out of 11 Sundays – 7 of those
Sundays we had over 80 people!

* 3 Bible Studies that included 3
people who had never taken a
Bible study before

* 2 Mission Fund-raisers that
netted over $2,800

* 17-20 children on Sunday
between am/pm programs

* New visitor follow up team

* Princeton UMW hosted the
District Lenten Day Apart

* Stone Soup is maxing out with
# of Campers

* 2 New Acolytes for worship

* 8-10 college student volunteers
in children’s area and choir

* Financially in good shape –
keep up your generous giving!
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Children’s

C.O.O.L. Kids meet
Sundays at 4:30 pm

The children at C.O.O.L. Kids have begun
their Easter series as they have embarked
on a journey with Jesus that has already had
them examining some of his miracles and
parables.  We were joined by two special
guests in the first two weeks of the series. 
First, Mary (sister of Lazarus) joined us.
She told us how Jesus raised her brother
from the dead.  The children sat in awe as
she retold that story of one of Jesus’ most
powerful miracles during his time on earth. 
The second guest was the father of the
prodigal son who talked about how Jesus
used his story to teach a lesson to the
Pharisees about how Jesus welcomed
sinners.  Join us the next two Sundays as
we finish our journey!
Week 3 – Last Supper to the Cross
Come and join Jesus as he eats dinner with
us and we move from him eating with his
disciples till he is put in the tomb.
Week 4 – The
Resurrection
Come see what
happens when we
arrive at the tomb
and find it is
empty!

COOL KIDS WILL NOT MEET April 13
and 20 because of the Easter Egg Hunt and
Easter Sunday.

Creation Series

All children are invited to our final
C.O.O.L. Kids series of the year with our
focus on Creation starting April 27.
Week 1 – Light and Seas    
Week 2 – Land and Sun/Moon
Week 3 – Animals and Humans

Ministry

Community Wide 
Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday April 13
3-4 pm

Set-up Sat, April 12, 9 am

Come and join us at our annual
Easter Egg Hunt.  All children
are invited! There will be lots
of fun activities such as:

Bean Bag Toss
Spoon and Egg Races
Bunny Hop Sack Race

And much more!
After fun and games, there will
be Easter Eggs scattered all
around and in age appropriate
groups, children will be able to
search for the eggs and maybe
even a few surprises!

Join Us for All the Fun!

Also, we need your help setting
up on Saturday, April 12 at
9:00am.  We need to put up the
boundary for the large grassy
area and many hands will make
this go faster.  We also need
help bringing down the games,
etc.

Joyful Noise 
Children’s 
Choir

will be singing on:

Palm Sunday: April 13
Homecoming: May 4

Make plans to be in worship to
hear the children lead in making
a Joyful Noise to the Lord!

BREAKING NEWS: 

 It’s a Jungle
 Out There!

       We interrupt this PUMP for
breaking news regarding Princeton
United Methodist Church and the
Vacation Bible School Program
for 2014.  We have reason to
believe that the church will be
transformed into a jungle and the
children will be taken on a Safari
where they will “EXPLORE THE
NATURE OF GOD!”
     In addition, Vacation Bible
School is changing its format
this year and will be held on:

Monday-Thursday
June 23-26

9 am – 12 noon
Make plans to have your children
attend this once in a lifetime Safari
event!

IN THE BEGINNING
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United
Methodist

Women

UMWomen meet monthly 
on the third Tuesday at 7 pm.

We are Busy Ladies

     Approximately 60 women attended
the A-E District Lenten Day Apart at
Princeton in March. Thank you to all
the ladies who helped host.  
     Join us for a Bridal Shower for
Amy Martin on Sunday, April 6, from
2-3:30 pm. Amy and Bryan Higgins
will marry in May in Columbus.  
     Several of us are planning to attend
a Mission Study on "The People of
Roma" at Chapel Wood UMC on
Saturday, April 12.  If you are
interested please contact Pam Davis.
     As a service project we are planning
to serve a simple meal for the teen
gathering at the Sparrow's Nest.  Listen
for the date and time.  
     Join us for our regular meeting on
Tuesday, April 15, at 7 pm for a Make
It, Bake It, Fake It Auction and we
will assemble “Blessing Bags” (see
below). Teresa Nunn will have a
devotional. Carolyn Dial and Benita
Walters will provide refreshments.  
     We are busy ladies striving to find
new ways to serve God and His
children!

Have a Blessed Day!
Pam Davis, President

What are Blessing Bags? The idea is
to have Blessing Bags in your car to
give to those in need.  Here is a list of
items I included in my Blessing Bags -
just suggestions; feel free to be
creative.  In a gallon zipper bag: 
toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, washcloth,
hand towel, snacks (crackers, gum, hard
candy), pack of tissues or handkerchief,
aspirin, hand sanitizer, comb, chapstick,
hand lotion, handwritten note saying
you are praying for them, and I put $5
inside the card.  Annette Jackson

Golden Age
Group

GAG meets monthly on second
Tuesdays at 11:45 am in the
Fellowship Hall for lunch and a
program.  Our next meeting is April
8, and our hosts are: Toula and Doyle
Bradley. Meal will be a pot luck
lunch.  Bring your favorite dish. 
Program will be a presentation by
Kimberly Parker of New Century
Hospice on services available from
the firm.

United
Methodist

Men

UMMen meet
quarterly.  All men
are welcome!  We are
making plans for our
next breakfast
meeting in May and possibly a
Braves game in August.

Book Club

Don't forget our meeting at the
church on Sunday, April 6 at 12:30
for a Pot Luck lunch and great
discussion of our two picks for the
month of March:  The Boy in the
Suitcase by Lene Kaaberbol and
Agnete Friis and Me Before You by
Jojo Moyes. We will select new reads
for April.  Come join us - it's fun!
The books we have chosen in the past
range from classics to new books on
the Best Sellers Lists.

Homecoming

Sunday, May 4
Celebrating 179 years

11:00 a.m. – Worship Service
Covered Dish Meal to follow

Theme: Relationships

Guest Preacher: 

Reverend Harry Hawkins

We welcome Reverend Harry
Hawkins and his wife Judy back to
Princeton for Homecoming. Reverend
Hawkins grew up in Roswell, GA, and
served Princeton from 1981-1985. He has
served as hospital Chaplain in many
locations. He was Chairman of the
Conference Committee that brought
Simpsonwood into the North Georgia
Conference. He has served on the
Conference Housing and Homeless
Council, and along with his wife Judy,
served as Conference leader in Outdoor
and Youth ministries. Reverend Hawkins
has also been active in civic groups and
has written weekly devotional columns
for various newspapers. Harry and Judy
have three children and four
grandchildren.

We look forward to hearing the
message Rev. Hawkins will share.  There
will also be special music by Princeton’s
adult and children’s choirs.

Immediately following the
Worship Service join us for lunch and
fellowship. Meat will be provided. Please
bring a covered dish or two to share.
Thanks to our Homecoming Committee,
Becky Hutchins and all her crew. If you
would like to help Becky prepare, set up
tables, and decorate on Friday and
Saturday, May 2 and 3, and/or clean up
and put things away after our meal, please
let her know.
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Princeton UMC Staff
 

Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org

Mary Licht, Secretary
office@princetonumcathensga.org

Ben Wilcox, Children’s
Director/Administration

bwilcox@princetonumcathensga.org

Kellie Ward, Nursery Attendent

David Knauft, Interim Accompanist
dknauft@princetonumcathensga.org

Missions

Our Daily Bread

Ten years of Dimes!

Pouring down rain - cold and
windy, but in the dining room at First
Baptist there was a crowd of people who
had found their way to the warmth and
safety of the Church.  They came from the
streets - They came from the Homeless
Shelters - They came from Tent City.  Our
volunteers, serving with open hearts, words
of encouragement and smiles welcome
these people.

Over the last ten - yes TEN -  years
the people of Princeton have been saving
and bringing dimes to drop in those little
buckets held by the Children on the last
Sunday of every month.  Those dimes have
made it possible for us to buy food and
welcome our guests at Our Daily Bread.

Thank you for answering our Lord's
call to care about those who need us in
whatever situation they find themselves.

Bless You All and Love,
The Princeton Children and Marianne

Thanks for cooking and serving at ODB.
7 volunteers from Princeton UMC (Lynda
Stipe, Gene Townsend, George Townsend,
Annette Jackson, Stan Lee, Leroy Wallace,
and Robin Edwards) served 183 meals of
spaghetti with meat sauce, cole slaw,
grapes and buttered toast to guests of ODB
on Tuesday, 4 March using the kitchen and
dining hall of the First Baptist Church in
Athens. Our costs ($1.09 each) for these
meals are paid thru the "Dime Ministry.”
Other donations left at the Altar on
Communion Sunday or by designating
"Our Daily Bread," on checks or envelopes
are used toward our commitment to support
the mission of Our Daily Bread. Please tell
John or Marianne if you can help prepare
and serve the meals on a Tuesday, 1 April
or 6 May.

Lanier Gardens Renovation

Praises 
for your support

Our Council took on the challenge
of giving $600 per year for the
next three years outside our
regular budget to help fund
renovations at Lanier Gardens
where several of our members are
residents.  The UMWomen,
UMMen, and Golden Age Group
each pledged $100. We received
$102 in Ash Wednesday donations
toward the project, and a Spaghetti
Dinner after worship in March
brought in $476 more for a total of
$878.  Praise to the Lord and
thanks to all who have worked to
make this possible.

Administrative
     Council

Future
of  JTC
  to be
discussed
& voted

The Administrative Council
will be taking a vote on the
future of Journey through
Christmas at the regular
meeting on Tuesday, April 8. 
The meeting begins at 7 pm.  If
anyone would like to add
discussion items to the agenda,
please contact Teresa Nunn
(706-542-1761) or the church
office.

Princeton 
Prayer Posse

Beginning on Wednesday,
April 2, at 8:30 am, Princeton
United Methodist Church will
be offering a time of prayer. 
This important ministry will
focus on praying for the
leadership and ministries of
our church.  There will be
several different forms of
prayer and it will vary
depending on the week but may
include guided prayer, a prayer
walk, silent prayer, and more. 
In addition, a time of
fellowship will begin at 8 am
where you can enjoy a cup of
coffee and a chance to talk with
friends.  Please come and pray
for our church, its leadership,
and for God to continue guiding
Princeton in reaching all to
become disciples of Jesus
Christ.
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Visitor Follow-Up

Princeton has  been
experiencing an increase of visitors
attending our worship services in
recent months, and because of this,
we have been in the process of
putt ing together a visi tor
incorporation program to be sure
that visitors who come to Princeton
are contacted after they have
attended our worship service.

This has led to a group of
volunteers who have dedicated
themselves to be part of a Visitor
Follow-Up team (VFU).  The VFU
team will be critical in following up
with visitors for several weeks to
provide information about various
areas of the church that visitors may
be able to “plug into.”  Our
volunteers are willing to call visitors
and provide them information about
our church to make them feel
welcomed at Princeton.

Thank you Linda, Marianne,
Jonathan and Hannah for being a
part of this team!

Staff Update…

As SPRC Chair, I’d like to inform
you that Sheldon Taffe, our Choir
Director, has had to resign his
position because of personal matters. 
Willard Smith will be filling in as
Interim Director while we search for
a permanent Director.    I’d like to
thank Willard for his willingness to
fill in during this time.  
To find out more about the position,
please visi t  our  websi te:
www.princetonumcathensga.org or
contact Rev. Dee Dee Lawson.  
Interested applicants should apply:
resumes@princetonumcathensga.org

Susan Brooks, SPRC Chair

Evangelism

Community notices
Free Coffee Fridays

Two more Free Coffee
Fridays are scheduled for April 4
and April 11. We have been blessed
already with many new faces (and
some returning ones) who have
stopped for a quick Cup of Joe on
their way to work or wherever their
day leads them.

But I want to share with you
a story about what happened on
Monday morning, March 17.  Sitting
in the office at church, working on
some of our visitor tracking items, I
saw a woman approach the door.  As
I saw her coming, I had a brief
moment of trying to decide whether
I should answer the door or not
because I was here by myself and am
always careful so as not to put
myself or the church in danger.  At
that point though, she had already
seen me in the office and something
told me that I should answer the
door.

So I went out and opened the
door and she told me, “I really just
wanted to drop this off to you.  I see
all of the things that your church
does for the community and
wanted you to know that those
things are not going unnoticed by
the community.  I am doing a Pay It
Forward campaign this year and I
wanted you all to have this for your
efforts.  I especially noticed the Free
Coffee Fridays that you do and think
that is a wonderful way to reach the
people of Athens.” 

 Then she handed me a
bouquet of the most beautiful
hydrangeas I had seen in quite some
time and a little kit (she called an
anti-depression kit) but I feel that it
has even more meaning than that. 
Here is what the card said with the
items (in capitals) that were in the
kit:

A PENNY so you will never
have to say, “I’m broke.” An
ERASER so you can make all your
mistakes disappear. A MARBLE in
case someone says, “You’ve lost all
your marbles!” A RUBBER-BAND
to stretch yourself beyond your
limits. A STRING to tie things
together when everything falls apart.
A HUG and a KISS to remind you
that someone, somewhere cares
about YOU!

The impact that we have on
our community is far reaching. 
Many of the things we are doing at
Princeton UMC are being
recognized because of our desire to
be more visible. Pray that as we
reach out our efforts will bless and
draw those to Christ through
something even as simple as a cup
of coffee on a Friday morning. Also,
think about how the anti-depression
kits carry special meanings for
Christians!

May the love of God be with
you every day as you interact with
people in your community!

Ben Wilcox
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RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

Princeton
Prayer List

In the Armed Forces: 

Col. Neel McKenzie
USMC (Bahrain)

Limited to service men and
women deployed outside the
USA or wounded in action.

Special Concerns:

Trey Alexander
June & Paul Brittain

Holly Byrd
Jimmy & Ezelle Hale

Jimmy&Joyce Hamilton
Charlotte Johnson

Shaefer Heard
Harry&Mae Lee
Newhouse family

Joe & Teresa Nunn
Hannah Poling
Grace Smith

John & Marianne Stipe
Mary Thrasher

Freda Townsend

Please let us know if you want
your name added or removed.

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers

& Home Bound:

Jim Eure 
A. J. Hale

Doris Jones
Roger Landrum

Rae Preston
Agnes Smith

8 PUMP, April, 2014

mailto:revruss54@bellsouth.net

