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Opportunities:

Serve spaghetti at Our
Daily Bread, 12/2

Advent Worship Series
Christmas at the Movies

Bring Angel Tree Gifts by
12/8

Cantata and Reception
12/8 at 6 pm

GAGs Banquet 12/10

District Workshop for
Stewardship/Finance and

Trustees 12/10

Jingle Jam 12/11

Journey through Christmas
12/14 &15

UMW Christmas Dinner
12/17

Last Day to use UMW
Christmas Mailbox 12/22

Christmas Eve Service
12/24 at 5PM

Blessing of the Toys
12/29

Bring a friend!

Light of the World

“You are the light of the world. …let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your father in heaven.

(Matthew 5:14, 16)

The fiber optic Christmas tree is one of the newest, neatest
looking Christmas trees that have been produced. Rather
than lights being hung on the tree’s branches, the light
source is inside the tree. The light illuminates the fiber
optics from within the branches, which produces a
shimmering light at their ends that looks almost
supernatural. The first time I saw one of those I couldn’t
help but think how beautifully it illustrates the words of
Jesus, “You are the light of the world.” Jesus is our light
source and He lives within us. Our life serves as a means
for the light of Christ to shine through us so that all may
experience the shining light of Christ.

Perhaps at no other time in the year besides Christmas do Christians have a chance
to shine in the darkness more clearly and beautifully. There are people all around us
– where we live, where we work, where we go to school – who don’t really
understand what Christmas is about.

They may connect Christmas with the baby Jesus born in a manger, but they don’t
connect what happened then to what’s happening now, or what’s happening in their
lives. For many, Jesus’ birth has little or nothing to with how they live, or how they
die.

Christmas is your time to shine. It offers you one of best times to illuminate for
people the message about the baby born in Bethlehem. A message of peace with God
and peace with one another. A message that he came to give us purpose in life, and
hope after death. Your job as a light for the world is to tell and show why He came,
and to lead people walking in darkness to the Light of the World that can light up
their lives.

That won’t happen by chance. You’ve got to turn on the light of Christ in you by
praying regularly and asking God to provide you opportunities to share his light and
love with others. 

O God, as the days of Christmas unfold and the lights of our trees brighten, we cling
to the promise of the Light that is coming into the world. Let every heart receive Him
and shine forth His light, through Jesus Christ. Amen.

In His Word,
Rev. Dee Dee



Princeton UMC Staff

Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org

Mary Licht, Secretary
office@princetonumcathensga.org

Ben Wilcox, Children’s          
Director/Administration
bwilcox@princetonumcathensga.org

Sheldon Taffe, Music Director
staffe@princetonumcathensga.org

Kellie Ward, Nursery Attendent

Memorials

With grateful appreciation
we acknowledge gifts 

In memory of 

Margaret Finn
Given by:

Ron & Joanna Warren
Tom & Pam Davis

Christine Lamb
Don and Lois Shackelford

In memory of 

Roland Newhouse
Given by:

Ron & Joanna Warren
Don and Lois Shackelford

 

Birthdays and
Anniversaries

Pam Davis  11/28
Freda Townsend 12/08
Cathy Heard 12/09
Evan Hatch 12/12
David Cheek 12/12
Lisa Hatch 12/14
Natalie Nelson  12/14
Kody Wilcox 12/18
Barbara Duncan 12/26
Holly Byrd 12/27
Bobby Byrd 12/27
Hannah Poling 12/27
Gary Collins 12/28
Lynn Marshall 12/29
Toula Bradley 12/30
Michael Stipe 01/04
Olivia Westbrook 01/04
Rita Parr 01/05
Diane Jarrett 01/06

Diane & Robert Jarrett  12/03
David & Evelyn Knauft 1 2/28
Scott & Ann Jackson 01/06

Please let Cindy Corley know
if you know a birthday or
anniversary we are missing.

Packing boxes for
Operation Christmas Child

     Princeton really got involved
in Operation Christmas Child
(the shoebox ministry) this year. 
Many of our members filled
their own boxes or provided
money for shipping, empty
shoeboxes,  toys and supplies to
go into them. Most of the boxes
were filled by the children in our
Wednesday night COOL Kids
program. There was a lot of laughter
and confusion as the boxes were filled
with toys, balloons, candy, and much
more. Kay Parker, a volunteer with the
OCC program, showed a video and
explained to our kids that many
children throughout the world have
never had a toy or anything to call
their own. The COOL kids, many of
whom have very little themselves,
were excited to be able to share with
those less fortunate. 
     Our goal was to fill 30 boxes.  We
ended up with a total of 50 boxes,
another example of the generous
hearts of the people of Princeton.
Annette Jackson has signed up to be a
year-round volunteer for Operation
Christmas Child, so you will be
learning a lot more about it before
next year's packing party. She will
visit the Distribution Center in Duluth
on December 5, where volunteers go
through each box and sort them
according to where they will be sent.
There is also a shoebox hospital at the
center where broken boxes are
repaired or replaced. Annette has
heard that the Distribution Center
looks like Santa's workshop and that
the visit can be very emotional.  She is
looking forward to getting lots of new
ideas for next year's Operation
Christmas Child at Princeton.

Love Offering 
for pastoral family

to be presented December 22

If you would like to contribute towards
a Love Offering for Rev. Dee Dee and
Gary this year,  please see me no later
than December 21.   I will make a
presentation to them during the worship
service on Sunday, December 22.  This
is a wonderful way to express your
appreciation and love for our pastor and
family during this holiday season. 
Please give cash or a check made
payable directly to Rev. Dee Dee
Lawson.  If you have questions contact
me at (706) 769-7642 or by email at
brooks5398@bellsouth.net

Susan Brooks, SPRC Chair.
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For December calendar Click Here

http://www.princetonumcathensga.org/Calendars%202013/December2013.htm


What is Advent?

Hope! Peace! Joy! Love!
Advent is the season in the
Christian year when we hear
and participate in the time of
waiting for the birth of the
Messiah. We look with hope
for the second coming of
Christ. We pray for the light of
Christ to fill “us with joy and
peace in believing.” We hear
the voice of God in scripture.
We hear the voices of God's
people around the earth as we
pray and sing together for the
joy and peace of Christ’s love
to warm the hearts and lives of
all humankind.

We use the colors of purple
and blue in worship as visual
reminders of the season. One
of the primary symbols of the
season has become the Advent
Wreath. A quick search on the
Internet will find several
articles on the history and
tradition of the Advent
Wreath. The wreath itself is a
symbol of life without end.
The lighting of a candle each
week marks our journey
through the four weeks of
Advent. In 2013, Advent
begins on December 1 and
culminates with the lighting of
the Christ candle on Christmas
Eve.           
[http://www.umcmission.org/
Advent_Resources]

Advent Worship Series
Christmas At the Movies

Christmas and movies have gone
together for a long time now. This
Advent Pastor Dee Dee will unpack
biblical truths from some of
Hollywood’s biggest Christmas
blockbusters. Invite a friend and join
us for this unique Christmas
experience.
  December
  1  White Christmas
  8  How the Grinch Stole Christmas
  15 Elf
  22 It’s A Wonderful Life
  24 Christmas Eve  Polar Express

 

Cantata
and Reception

Sunday, December 8, 6 pm

Invite family and friends to join us for
this event:  Familiar carols and
contemporary arrangements combine
to tell the story of Jesus’ birth. In the
hustle and bustle that often takes over
the holiday season, take time out to
hear the Christmas story sung through
beautiful choral music. Then stay and
join us for a reception in the
Fellowship Hall.  Nursery provided.

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service
Tuesday, December 24, 5 pm

We hope you and your family will
make plans to join us Christmas Eve
for a traditional candlelight service.
We will sing
favorite
Christmas
hymns, hear a
special Polar
Express
message and
end with
lighting of candles. 
Nursery provided (Infant - 5 years old).

“Blessing of the Toys”
 Sunday, December 29 

All Children, ages 3-12 years are invited
to bring their favorite, non-scary, non-

noise making toy to
church worship for a
special children’s
time.

Annual 
Church Planning

 Meeting
Saturday, January 11

9 am - 12noon
Everyone serving on a committee is
invited to attend. All those serving on
Church Council are especially requested
to be there as this will take the place of
our monthly evening meeting. A light
breakfast will be served.
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Wednesday Night Out

Our Wednesday night dinners and
fellowship for this year will end
December 4 and resume January
8. Our thanks to all who helped
for their faithful service.  Esther
Porter 

For 2014, we have been asked
to come up with a way to lower
our WNO dinner prices back
to $5.00 per adult and children
12 and under eat free. How can
we do this? The same way
thousands of other churches do it
– by having dedicated Cooking
and Clean Up Teams, by keeping
the meals simple, tasty and easy
to prepare.

* Offer (2) Alternating Menus
 - Spaghetti, noodles, salad,
  bread, dessert, tea
 - Baked Chicken, rice,vegetable, 
    bread, dessert, salad, tea
 - Step-by-step cooking 
    instructions will be provided.
 - All food will be purchased by 
    the WNO Coordinator.

* 2-4 Cooking & Clean Teams
   Of 3 people 
 - Each team will need a Captain 
    and two helpers.
 - Captains will remind their 
    team which week they are 
    serving and direct helpers 
    prepare meal and clean up.

 - Teams report at 3:45pm.
    Food is served at 5:45pm.
    Clean up begins at 6:30pm.
 - With 4 teams, each team 
   will only serve once a month.

- The nights you serve your 
   meal cost is $3.00

If we have enough Teams
signed up by December 20, we
will be able to begin the year
with reduced meals. Otherwise,
the prices will have remain at
$6.25/adult and $2.00/child.
Please email Esther Porter
(abp30677@yahoo.com) or call
the Church office to volunteer.

Who Is Teaching Who?

One Wednesday in November at C.O.O.L.
Kids, 9 year old Jacobie, one of our new friends
who rides the van each Wednesday, came up to
me shortly after the children had their snacks and
just before we went down to our large group
worship time in the sanctuary.  Most of the other
children were playing at the various activity
stations that we had set up.

When Jacobie came up to me, he asked
“Can I help do anything?  I would really like to
help.”  

I thought about it for a second and said,
“Jacobie, you really don’t have to help but if you
want to, I will find you something to do.”  So I
asked Susan Brooks, Becky Hutchins, and Susan
Field if there was something young Jacobie could
do to help them, and he voluntarily vacuumed the
floor in the snack room for them.

After a bit, I heard, “Mr. Ben, can I ask
you a question?”  Again it was Jacobie.

I said, “OK, what’s up?”
He asked, “Where do you all get these

snacks from?”
I replied, “Well Jacobie, we have people

in the church that either donate the snacks or give
money so that we can buy the snacks for you all to
have here on Wednesday nights.”

His reply to this caught me by surprise.. 
He said, “So you all need money?  Why don’t you
just say so?  I will bring my money to help with
this.”

I really didn’t know what to say at that
point. 

After the evening was over, Kristine and
I were talking about how their small group went
(she and Ben Rivers were teaching the older
children).  Kristine related a story from their small
group about Jacobie.  During their conversation,
Jacobie told them how this past week he saw a
man who was hungry.  He had $20 that he had
saved from his allowance. He used some of the
money to buy a cup of coffee for the man.  Then
he gave the remainder of the $20 to the man. 
During small group, his only question was, “Do
you think that people that are hungry like coffee?”

Wow!  Not a care about giving his $20
but whether the man would like the coffee!

God truly has blessed Princeton by
sending children to our congregation for us to
nurture and grow in faith, but I ask: Who is
teaching who?

Ben Wilcox

Children’s
Ministry

Jingle Jam
Wednesday

December 11, 6pm

Come “Jam” with us as we
celebrate the Christmas Season
with this FUN, FREE,
FAMILY event.  Chili dinner,
crafts, singing, The Story, and
communi ty f e l l owship!
Register at:
www.princetonumcathensga.org

New Look, New Time
Begins: Sundays 

January 12, 4:30 - 6 pm

Join us in 2014 as we continue
to explore God and His Word
and learn about ways we can
use the Bible in our everyday
lives.

New Series: Angry Birds
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United
Methodist

Women

UMWomen meet monthly on the third Tuesday
at 7 pm.

UMWomen News

Thanks. As I come to the end of my term as UMW
President, I extend my appreciation to the officers,
Linda Byrd, Marilyn Allison, Carolyn Dial, who
have done an outstanding job, and to the members
for their support during my term.  
                      Esther Porter

New officers:  
                   Pam Davis - President

 Rita Parr - Vice President
Mary Nelson - Secretary
Carolyn Dial - Treasurer

For our December program we will have a
devotion and good food and fellowship at the
home of Esther Porter, 1111 Summit Circle in
Watkinsville.  Please make plans to join us on
December 17 at 6:30 pm All ladies and
guests that would like to join us are welcome. 
Each person should bring a wrapped
Christmas ornament to exchange and a
vegetable or dessert.  The meat will be
provided.  Please RSVP to Esther so she can
make seating arrangements. 

The UMWomen Christmas Mailbox will be
available in the Narthex starting December 1
until December 22. If you would like to send
Christmas greetings to regularly attending
members of Princeton, address your
envelopes with name only and put them in the
mailbox in the narthex and make a donation to
UMW in lieu of postage. (Please mail your
cards to the homebound, or better yet, visit
them.) The cards will be sorted and passed out
to the congregation before and after worship
service. It will help in our process if you
would have your cards sorted alphabetically.
It’s a wonderful way to send your Christmas
greetings and to support UMW too…and you
don’t have to stand in lines at the post office.
All proceeds from this project will go to
support UMW missions.

United
Methodist

Men

UMMen meet quarterly.  All men
are welcome!  Next: Quarterly
Breakfast meeting, February 8.

Golden Age
Group

GAG meets monthly on the
second Tuesday at 11:45 am in
the Fellowship Hall for lunch
and a program.

 Christmas Banquet
Tuesday, December 10.

$8 each. 
 Reservation Required.

Book Club

Make sure that you watch the
January PUMP for new and
exciting news about the
Princeton Book Club. Changes
are coming that will benefit
readers regardless of what kind
of books you prefer.  There will
be something for everyone, and
we who have been in the Club
would ask you to consider
joining. We would love to have
you.  More later.....

Bible Studies

Financial Peace University
Starting January 15

Wednesdays, 6:45 – 8:15 pm

We all need a plan for our money.
Financial Peace University is a
biblically based curriculum that
teaches people how to handle money
God’s way. Through video teaching,
class discussions and interactive
small group activities, FPU presents
practical, biblical steps to get from
where you are to where you've
dreamed you could be. This plan will
show you how to get rid of debt,
manage your money, spend and save
wisely, and much more! Classes run
for 9 weeks.  Nursery provided. Cost
$90. Partial scholarships are
available on request.  Dyne Owen
will facilitate the class. More
information to follow.

Starting January 16
Thursday mornings, 10:00 am

The short book of Philippians is one
of the most quoted in the Bible, yet
Paul wrote it not for the popular
sound bites, but to paint a picture of
tangible ways our lives can be lived
to Jesus, through Him, for Him, with
Him, about Him – everything should
be about Jesus. Class led by Dr.
David Knauft. Cost $ 9.
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Save your Dimes
for Our Daily Bread

We may have to buy more buckets. 
We have so many children who love to
collect dimes (and anything else that you
drop in the buckets).  It makes me smile to
know that they know what they are doing
and who they are obeying by helping those
who are hungry.

Thinking over the last year I'm
reminded about how far word of the Dime
Ministry has traveled.  There is the woman
at Tybee Beach who saves dimes now after
one of our members told her the story. 
There is the woman who lives in a
retirement home who regularly gives me
money from herself and also in memory of
someone that she loved.  There is the
woman (promised I wouldn't tell who) who
brought dimes from Las Vegas.  There is
the owner of the dry cleaning business
who asked why I couldn't spend the dimes
that he was giving me in change.  The
story touched him.  There is the person in
LA who regularly sends me a check
specifically for the ODB guests.

And so it goes on and on -
touching people's hearts - responding to
God's plea to take care of His people and
each other.

For the month of November you
brought $60.58.

With Love,
The Princeton Kids and Marianne

Serving meals at ODB. On Tuesday,
November 5, Princeton volunteers, Jim
Allison, Marilyn Allison, Gene Townsend,
George Townsend, Charles Greenleaf, Lynda
Stipe, and Cyndy Corley, served spaghetti
meals with cole slaw, grapes, and buttered
toast to 165 Our Daily Bread guests for
$0.92 each. You support these meals through
the Dime Ministry.  Donations left at the
Altar on Communion Sunday or gifts
designated "Our Daily Bread" on checks or
envelopes  are used toward our support of 
this mission.  Please let John or Marianne
Stipe know if you can serve on a first
Tuesday: December 3 or January 7.

Journey
 Through
Christmas

Saturday and Sunday
December 14-15

from 6-9 pm 

Thanks to all those that have helped put
up the scenes for Journey.  Please plan
to come and help with our (almost)final
set up date: Saturday, December 7 at 9
AM. Many hands will make work go
really quick as we cut bamboo and
cornstalk for the roofs.
If you have not already committed to a
scene or support area please see the
following people to volunteer:
Greeter:  Ben Rivers
Scene 1:  Esther Porter
Scene 2:  Annette Jackson
Scene 3:  Tom and Pam Davis
Scene 4:  Stan Lee
Scene 5:  Charles Greenleaf 

and Lynda Stipe
Fareweller:  Marilyn Allison
Audio Support:  David Porter
Food: Becky Hutchins
Director:  Ben Wilcox

Coming:

Bluegrass and BBQ 
Fund-raiser

Join us for some good BBQ and great
music on Saturday, February 1, at 6 pm
for a bluegrass fundraiser, featuring
various local bands and singers. Monies
raised will go to support our Foreign
and Local Disaster Mission efforts and
the Children’s Ministry. Contact Jim
Allison, Annette Jackson or Ben
Wilcox to recruit musical talent or to
help with the meal.

Bring Angel Tree Gifts
by Sunday, December 8

You probably noticed that our Angel
Tree is set up in the narthex.  Cathy
Heard and Annette Jackson urge you
to take an "ornament/s" from the
tree and share your blessings with a
local foster child. A large box with
each child's name on it will be set up
in the sanctuary. Sunday, December
8, is the last day to bring in your
gifts. Put the unwrapped gift with
the identifying label on it in the
appropriate box.  If you would rather
make a donation toward the
purchase of the gifts, make your
check payable to "Princeton UMC"
and write "Angel Tree" on the memo
line. Please make your donation
early enough so that we can use it to
purchase gifts before the deadline. 
Thank you so much for your support
of the Angel Tree Project.

District Training
for Finance/Stewardship 
and Trustee Committees

Keith Cox (Finance & Stewardship)
and Steve Sorrells (Trustees) will be
holding the district-wide leadership
training for those two areas on
Tuesday, Dec. 10, at Bogart UMC,
beginning at 6:30 pm. All committee
members are encouraged to attend.
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Thank you for all the ways you
have supported and participated in our
stewardship program – Abundant Joy /
Overflowing Generosity.  Please take
time to read some of the responses posted
in the narthex.  The display of bowls was
beautiful and the speakers awesome.  To
date about 1/3 of our active membership
have responded with a commitment and
indicated many ways they want to be a
part of the ministry we are engaged in
here at Princeton UMC. If you have not
yet turned in your Estimate of Giving
Card and service form, please do by
mailing in your card, dropping it in the
offering plate or bringing it to the church
office. If you are able to increase your
giving for next year, that is a blessing.
Ultimately we hope that every member
and regular attender returns their
commitment card each year. God does not
care how much you give, but that you
would give willingly what you can.
Thanks again!

Lois Shackelford, Stewardship

Giving God
 a portion of our day

Hannah and Jonathan Schwartz have been members at
Princeton about 10 years. They have two children, Lily (5)
and Violet (2).  Hannah is very involved with Children’s
Ministry and Music Ministry. She shared with us in worship
her thoughts on giving God a portion of our day. Here is
some of what she said:

Jonathan is a banker, and he
handles our financial affairs and
budgeting, but when it comes to planning
how we use our time, I am definitely in
charge.  Proverbs 3:5-6 reassures me in
my role as a time manager: “Trust in the
Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your
ways, submit to him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

What I would like to share with
you is the ABUNDANT JOY and
blessings that are present in my life as a
result of giving God a portion of my time
each day. 

Probably the greatest blessing I
have received is an increased knowledge
of the Bible.  When I started to plan

lessons for Children’s Church, I
discovered that breaking down scripture
to the most basic terms really helped me
to analyze and absorb it.  I couldn’t just
skim over a verse to familiarize myself
with it; I really had to spend some time
reflecting on what I was reading so that
I would be effective in teaching it to
someone else.

I have also become more
comfortable in talking about my faith.
While driving in the car, we listen to the
Christian Rock station.  I enjoy singing
along (perhaps a little louder than I
should), and I use that as a way to show
my girls that I am proud of my beliefs
and not afraid to let them hear that.  A
few weeks ago as I was singing in the
car, Lily asked me, “Mommy, why are
you saying ‘God is not dead’?”  This
lead to a great discussion and inspired
me to write a Children’s Church lesson.

The Young Adults Sunday
school class has been blessed with an
amazing teacher, Ben Rivers.  The hour
we spend in fellowship and study on
Sunday mornings helps to re-focus and
guide me through my week.  Many
evenings, Jonathan and I sit down to
watch TV, but we end up talking about
something that came up in our Sunday
school class.

Through my stewardship
journey, I have found myself blessed
with an awareness of God’s presence in
my life.  Often my children bring this to
my attention.  Lily will stop us before
we eat if we haven’t said the blessing.  A
few weeks ago, both of my girls were
very excited to show their grandparents
how they could sing “How Great is our
God.”  It amazes me how we can commit
just a little bit of our time to studying the
word of God or praising God and
incorporate so many rich blessings in
our lives as a result.

Matthew 5:16 reminds us that
we are blessed to be a blessing and
instructs us, “In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory
to your Father who is in heaven.” 
Going forward, I am eager to challenge
myself by giving more of m6y time to
God and volunteering in new capacities
within the church.  I cannot imagine the
blessings that will follow if I can truly
give my time to God with overflowing
generosity.

Princeton UMC is

 Debt Free!

In 2005, Princeton UMC
approved a $130,000 project to
make our facilities more accessible
by adding new entrances and
improving restrooms.  We paid for
this with $25,000 from the
Memorial Fund and a $105,000 5-
year loan.  The Access for All
Campaign solicited pledges to cover
the monthly payments on this loan. 
In 2010, we approved a $50,000
project to replace the heating and air
systems in the Education Building
and add other energy saving devices. 
Half of this project was paid for
with a grant from Georgia Interfaith
Power and Light.  We obtained a
$35,000 3-year loan to cover our
match and the balloon payment on
the 5-year loan.  Those who pledged
under Access for All were invited to
continue their commitment for two
additional years to cover the
combined obligation.  These
contributions were on track to pay
off the loan at the end of 2013. 
Early this year, Princeton received
an undesignated gift of stock. 
Because this amount was in excess
of our operating needs at the time,
the Finance Committee authorized
its use to pay off the loan early and
save about $300 in interest charges. 
The accumulated Access for All and
Energy Fund contributions will be
used to cover any deficit in the
General Fund at the end of the year
with the remainder being placed in
our Internal Savings Fund.

Your generosity made these
renovations and improvements
possible. As we continue to grow in
membership and ministries, part of
our 2014 dream is to begin the
expansion of our facility. We ask
you to continue to make
contributions as you have for
"Access for All" and "Energy
Improvements." These donations
will be needed to support capital
improvements and expansion.

Dick Field, Treasurer
Ron Warren, Finance Chair
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RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

Princeton
Prayer List

In the Armed Forces: 

Christie Bettle
Neel McKenzie

Limited to service men and
women deployed outside the
USA or wounded in action.

Special Concerns 
         Trey Alexander           

Edd/Vera Bramblett
Paul Brittain
Holly Byrd

Jimmy&Joyce Hamilton
Charlotte Johnson

Shaefer Heard
Harry&Mae Lee
Newhouse family
Joe/Teresa Nunn
Hannah Poling
Grace Smith

John & Marianne Stipe
Mary Thrasher

Freda Townsend

Please let us know if you want
your name added or removed.

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers

& Home Bound:

Agnes Davis
Jim Eure

Becky Hutchins 
A. J. Hale

Doris Jones
Roger Landrum

Rae Preston
Agnes Smith
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