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Opportunities:

Operation 
Christmas Child

Mid-November 
Packing shoe boxes. 

Abundant Joy
Overflowing
Generosity
November 17

Celebration Sunday

Angel Tree begins
November 17

Chrismon Tree 
set-up

Saturday, November 30

Bring a friend!

“It Seemed So Important”
 

“He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day
he went into the synagogue, as was His custom.”

(Luke 4:16 NIV)
 

Fred Craddock tells the story of a young woman, 28 yrs old, at St. Mark’s
church in Atlanta, who spoke to him after worship. 
 

She said to him, “This is the first time I was ever in church.”
  

“Really” he responded.
  

“Yeah.”
  

“Well,” he asked her, “How was it?”
  

She said, “Kind of scary.”
  

 He said “Kind of scary?”

“Yeah.”

“Why?”

And she said, “It just seems so important.” She said, “You know, I never go
to anything important. This just seemed so important.” 1

How right she was – is. There is nothing more important than hearing about
Jesus Christ and his love, grace and forgiveness. For 178 years that has been the job
God has assigned the people of Princeton UMC – sharing the Gospel message.

Sometimes in the day to day frustrations of work, I find myself majoring on
the minors and losing sight about what we’re here for. Maybe there are times when
you get weary doing church work too. Then I remember that most Sundays we have
1-2 visitors that come searching for something important… searching for Jesus.
While some individuals come to church for more information, most come for
formation; not for the meaning of life, but for the experience of something, Someone
more important than them. Something so important it will reach into the depths of
their souls and profoundly affect them, now and eternally.

Every Sunday, we get the opportunity to be part of something more important
than ourselves. It may not necessarily be earth-shattering all the time, but it should
be the most important hour of your week, because worship is the primary place where
people meet God. It is a holy occasion that requires your attendance, not only for your
sake, but also for the sake and souls of others. Who knows what person will walk in
our door and because you are here, will feel the connection of Christ and his divine
importance in their life?
  

Eternal God,
Thank you for the great privilege of being part of your church and pointing others
to Christ. May we be faithful in fulfilling our job.

In His Word,
Rev. Dee Dee

  

 Fred B. Craddock, Craddock Stories, (Chalice Press, 2001), pg 132.1



Thank you

 
Thank you for the many expressions
of love and sympathy during the last
years of mother's life.  She loved her
Princeton Family and we are very
grateful for you and all you did to
ease the pain of her passing.

From the family of Margaret Finn

In memory of Roland Newhouse,
father of Andrea Newhouse:

My family and I send our deepest
appreciation for all the cards, phone
calls, and gifts to comfort us in the
past weeks.  

God bless my Princeton Family.
Andrea Newhouse

Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Doyle Bradley  11/02
Rae Preston  11/06
Rebecca Rainbow  11/07
Josh Cheek  11/11
Amy Martin  11/12
Asher Arnold  11/15
Wilkes Field  11/15
Blake Noell  11/21
Gene Townsend  11/23
Charlotte Johnson  11/27
Pam Davis  11/28

Scott & Debra Fuller 11/03/1989
Geo&Freda Townsend  11/08/1996
David&Jeanne Cheek  11/20/1982
Ed & Annette Jackson  11/20/1975
Robert & Diane Jarrett  12/03/1972

Please let Cyndy Corley know if
you know a birthday or anniversary
we are missing.

Church Family

Memorials

With grateful appreciation
we acknowledge gifts 

In memory of 

Roland Newhouse
Given by:

Dick & Susan Field  
Princeton UMW

Carolyn Dial

In memory of

Florrie Maddox    
Lynn Marshall, Don Maddox,

Cheryl Maddox

In memory of 

Margaret Finn
Given by:

Jim & Marilyn Allison
Carolyn Dial

Dick & Susan Field
Rita Parr

Jewel Harris & Wylene McCook
Alma Ketchie

Roland & Sammy Fleming
William J. Brake

Memory Tree

Thanks to all who participated in our
Memory Tree.  Because of your gifts
in memory of the ones you
remembered and named, $784 to
date has been raised for the General
Fund (budget) of this church.

TIME TO GIVE

THANKS

Turkey dinners, football games and
parades - these are the modern-day
trappings of the holiday celebrated
on the fourth Thursday of November
each year. But Thanksgiving is more
than just a day of food and festivity.
The Thanksgiving holiday is a
unique union of American history
and Christian heritage that began in
1621. On this day people across the
nation will pause to give thanks for
God's many blessings.

When the Pilgrims came to America,
in 1620, they didn't come for
religious freedom as is often cited,
but for the freedom to build a
community upon their Christian
beliefs. They arrived just in time for
winter. The entire colony would
have perished without the help of its
Native American friends. As it was,
nearly half of the Pilgrims died, 47
of the original 102. 

Given that backdrop, why the
Thanksgiving celebration? Why not
group therapy? Why, because even
in the midst of death and privation
they saw the hand of God in their
situation and they knew that they
were a part of His great plan for this
New World. 

Years later, when Gov. William
Bradford wrote his famous historical
work, Of Plymouth Plantation, he
said this about the Pilgrims, "Last
and not least, they cherished a great
hope and inward zeal of laying good
foundations...for the propagation and
advance of the gospel of the
kingdom of Christ...even though
they should be but stepping stones to
others in the performance of so great
a work."
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For November calendar Click Here
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Worship Series

Abundant Joy
Overflowing Generosity

Too often, and in so many ways, we are
told (or maybe we tell ourselves!) that the
secret to a life of joy and happiness is
having lots more stuff and having lots
more money! In the Bible’s
understanding, joy and happiness are
linked to God’s unfailing grace and
generosity to us and our great
thanksgiving that leads to abundant joy
and generosity to others. Join us for this
4-part series. Well known columnist,
author and UM Lay Speaker, Darrell
Huckaby will preach on November 17.
This is an opportunity you will not want
to miss.

Nov 3 “Giving God our Worship”
Nov 10 “Giving God our Service”
Nov 17 “Giving God our Money”

Advent Worship Series

Christmas and
movies have
gone together
for a long time
n o w.  T h i s
Advent Pastor
Dee Dee will
u n p a c k

biblical truths from some of Hollywood’s
biggest Christmas blockbusters. Invite a
friend and join us for this unique
Christmas experience.

December
1  White Christmas
8  How the Grinch Stole Christmas
15  Elf
22  It’s A Wonderful Life
24  Christmas Eve  Polar Express

Evangelism

Report on

Free Coffee Friday
in October

Free Coffee Fridays in October
were great times of fun,
fellowship, as well as showing
God's love to our community
through a cup of free coffee. 
We started out a little slow
since it had been a while since
we had done a Free Coffee, but
we finished strong with 25
people in 14 cars stopping for a
cup of joe.  Several people just
stopped to say thank you to our
church for being so giving to
the community. Thanks to all
those who got up early to
faithfully serve our community. 
Plans are in the works for the
next time we will offer coffee
to those passing by our church
on their way to work, school, or
wherever their travels lead
them.

Benjamin Wilcox

Music Ministry

Christmas Cantata
and Reception

Sunday, December 8, 6 pm

Invite family and friends to join us
for this event:  Familiar carols and
contemporary arrangements
combine to tell the story of Jesus’
birth. In the hustle and bustle that
often takes over the holiday season,
take time out to hear the Christmas
story sung through beautiful choral
music. Then stay and join us for a
reception in the Fellowship Hall.

Charge Conference 
Scheduled

Our annual charge conference is
scheduled for Sunday, November
10, at 4:30 pm at Young Harris
UMC. Dr. Gary Whetstone will be
presiding. All Church Council
members are encouraged to come.
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Children’s

Go “UP”
 with COOL Kids

Wednesday Night
Children’s Program

at 6 pm
ages 3 yrs – 5  gradeth

Invite your friends, 
neighbors, and relatives!

Join us as we learn
what faith lessons
the Disney Movie
“UP” can teach us.

COOL Kids have spent the last
several weeks learning what the
Disney Movie “UP’ can teach us
about the Greatest Adventure we can
have, following Jesus.  The Lord has
blessed us in many ways during the
last few weeks but no more so than
with the children He has sent our
way, as many as 29.  We are
averaging 22 children and continue
to grow as each week passes. 
Children have been overheard
saying, “It is great having more
children to play with”, “We are
going to my church”, “I love coming
to church”, and “When do we get to
come back?”  We have a great time
each week and look forward to
Wednesday nights where we are
making such a huge difference in the
lives of so many children.

Thank you to all of the volunteers
who continue to make this ministry
possible!

Ben Wilcox

Ministries

Jingle Jam

Wednesday
December 11, 6pm

Come “Jam” with us as we celebrate
the Christmas Season with this
FUN, FREE, FAMILY event.  Chili
dinner, crafts, singing, The
CHRISTmas Story, and community
fellowship! 
Register beginning November 5 at:
www.princetonumcathensga.org

Trunk-or-Treat

Trunk-or-Treat was a huge
success again this year.  We had a
great time of fun and fellowship
while getting to know our
community just a little bit better. 60
children and 45 adults came.  What
a great way for Princeton to show
the community just how much fun
we can have in a safe and
welcoming environment.

Thank you to all of the
volunteers who helped with any part
of this great event: advertising to
family and friends, donating candy,
setting up, taking down, running the
games, cooking the food, providing
your car trunk and of course handing
out candy.
 We had a great time!

Ben Wilcox

United
Methodist

Women

UMWomen meet monthly on the
third Tuesday at 7 pm.  NEXT:

November 19.

UMWomen News

The UMW is collecting
warm clothes for guests at Our Daily
Bread: sweaters, T-shirts, socks, etc. 
There is no room to store large items
at this time.  Please bring new or
lightly used clean items. Any help
will be appreciated.  At our
November UMW meeting Marilyn
Allison will have the devotion,
Susan Brooks will present the
program, Linda Byrd and Joanna
Warren will serve refreshments.  We
will also have election of officers for
next year.  We invite all of the
women in the church to visit with us
and/or bring a friend.

District leadership training will be
held November 16 at Tuckston
UMC.  Officers are encouraged to
attend.

Esther Porter
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United
Methodist

Men

UMMen meet quarterly.  All men
are welcome!  Next: Monday,
November 4, at 6 pm.

UMMen’s News

Hash is still available for
purchase.  The cost is $5 a pint and
$10 a quart.  Please speak with any
UMM member if you are interested
in purchasing hash.

Benjamin G. Rivers

Golden Age
Group

GAG meets monthly on the second
Tuesday at 11:45 am in the
Fellowship Hall for lunch and a
program. 

Next: Tuesday, November 12.
Hosting: Rita Parr, Linda Byrd, and
Marianne Stipe. Bring a covered
dish to go with turkey and
dressing.  Speaker will be Rev.
Tom Davis.

GAG December
 Christmas Banquet

Tuesday, December 10
Reservation Required

$8 each
Paid by November 12

to Linda Byrd

Welcoming Tips
Here are some ideas that might make
it easier for you to welcome others
to our church. These are just to get
you thinking about welcoming as
a personal ministry, right there in
the pew, and a lifestyle for our
church.

Circle of 10: Greet anyone, member
or guest, who comes within ten feet
of you. Make a special effort to greet
the people you don’t already know
within your Circle of 10.

Rule of Three: Please do not talk to
other members for the first three
minutes after the service. Talk only
to those you don’t know or people
you know are guests. It takes guests
about three minutes to exit the
church after worship, and we need to
make sure someone has made
contact with them before they leave.

Don’t know what to say to a
guest? Here are a f ew
conversation starters:

1. Offer a handshake and say,“Hello.
My name is ___________, and you
are ...?”

2. Wait for a response and repeat the
person’s name so you make sure that
you get it right and so you can more
easily remember it.

3. If you think you know the face but
can’t recall the name, try this
approach:
“Hello, I’m __________. I believe
I’ve seen you here before but I don’t
know that we’ve had the opportunity
to meet. What is your name?”

4. Don’t be embarrassed if you’re
greeting a member and don’t know
that person’s name – or be offended
if someone doesn’t remember yours.
We need to offer grace to one
another, just as we would to new
people.

Help Decorate 
the Chrismon Tree

On   Saturday, November 30, from
9-10 am we will decorate the
Chrismon Tree for our sanctuary.
We need help to put on the
ornaments which we remember were
a gracious gift from Willard Smith’s
mother, Margaret Finn.  We thank
God for the gift of Margaret and for
her loving hands that prepared the
Chrismons. With enough people, the
work goes quickly. Let Esther Porter
know if you can be there.

.

Chrismon.  The term chrismon
comes from the Latin phrase
“Christi monogramma,” meaning
“monogram of Christ.”  A chrismon
is a type of a Christmas tree
decoration of a Christian symbol
representing Jesus Christ. Our
chrismons are composed of white
and gold materials. WHITE is
symbolic of our Lord’s purity and
perfection. GOLD of his majesty,
glory and triumph.  The evergreen
tree is symbolic of life everlasting,
and the little white lights on the tree
point to the Christ as the light of the
world.  Each chrismon is described
in Scripture and refers to some
aspect of Jesus Christ.
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Our Daily Bread

Dime Ministry
I was so surprised this morning as

I did what I usually do in the morning -
that is - fix the coffee, pour my first cup,
and go out on my back porch to look and
listen.  It's my favorite time of day,
everything is just waking up, the birds are
calling, the sun is lighting up the trees,
and it's just beautiful.  This morning it
was COLD, really COLD, and I was right
back inside...FAST!

I got to thinking about the guests
at Our Daily Bread.  I could come back
inside.  I have heat, I have food, I have
everything I need.  So many of our friends
that we serve at Our Daily Bread live
outside on their own, live in Tent City, or
wander from shelter to shelter.

One day as I dropped off some
things at Project Safe (a great place to
donate things) I was startled by a man
near a couch someone had left by their
door.  He appeared to be sleeping.  I can't
help but wonder how many that pass
through the ODB lunch line are in the
same circumstances as he was.

We are so blessed to be able to
serve, in our Lord's name, these that He
sends to us.  Thank you all for continuing
to save and bring the means to help these
people.

For the month of October you
brought $93.22.

Our Love,
The Princeton Kids and Marianne

Serving meals at ODB. On Tuesday,
October 1, Princeton volunteers,, Gene
Townsend, George Townsend, Lynda
Stipe, Cyndy Corley, Stan Lee, John
Stipe, and  Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, served
spaghetti meals with cole slaw, grapes,
and buttered toast to 154 Our Daily Bread
guests using the kitchen and dining hall at
Athens First Baptist Church for $0.97
each. You support these meals through the
Dime Ministry.  Donations left at the
Altar on Communion Sunday or gifts
designated "Our Daily Bread" on checks
or envelopes  are used toward our
commitment to support the mission of Our
Daily Bread.  Please let John or Marianne
Stipe know if you can serve on a first
Tuesday:  November 5 or December 3.

Journey
 Through
Christmas

Saturday and Sunday
December 14-15

from 6-9 pm 

The 18  production of Journeyth

Through Christmas is quickly
approaching.  Initial scene set up
for Journey will take place on
November 16 at 9:00 am.  Please
plan to attend, there is a job for
everyone.  Journey is scheduled
for Saturday and Sunday,
December 14-15, from 6-9 pm
both nights.  If you have not
already committed to a scene
please see the following people to
volunteer:
Greeter:  Ben Rivers
Scene 1:  Esther Porter
Scene 2:  Annette Jackson
Scene 3:  Tom and Pam Davis
Scene 4:  Stan Lee
Scene 5:  Charles Greenleaf and
Lynda Stipe
Fareweller:  Marilyn Allison
Audio Support:  David Porter
Director:  Ben Wilcox

Outreach and
Mission

Visit from

Brazialian Missionary
Teca Greathouse

On October 20, Princeton was
blessed to welcome Teca Greathouse
who, along with her husband Gordon,
have been missionaries in Brazil for
30 years.  We have supported their
work in the past, and several of us
have been on mission trips with them.

Teca explained the "Shade
and Fresh Water" project which they
began. "Shade and fresh water" is
used to describe what a person needs
at the end of the day, especially in a
tropical country, when they are
exhausted or stressed out. It is 
designed to keep children off the
streets and in after-school programs.

Brazil was long known as
having one of the largest populations
of "street children" in the world.
Squads were sent throughout the big
cities to kill the children and alleviate
the problem, once even coming onto
Methodist property to kill children
there.  

There are now 68 projects
throughout Brazil, where over 3,500
children enjoy activities that are not
offered in their schools, like art,
music, sports, and English.  They
receive nutritious snacks, as well as
help with their academic subjects.

If you are interested in
donating to the Love Offering that
was begun when Teca spoke, please
make out your check to "Princeton
UMC" and write "For Shade & Fresh
Water."

Annette Jackson
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Princeton UMC Staff

Rev. Dee Dee Lawson, Pastor
dlawson@princetonumcathensga.org

Mary Licht, Secretary
office@princetonumcathensga.org

Ben Wilcox, Children’s          
Director/Administration
bwilcox@princetonumcathensga.org

Sheldon Taffe, Music Director
staffe@princetonumcathensga.org

Kellie Ward, Nursery Attendent

...is just around the corner!

Once again, you can help brighten the
Christmas holiday for a foster child of
Athens/Clarke County through our
Angel Tree ministry. The Angel Tree
will be set up in the Narthex on
November 17. Select the gift you wish
to purchase and remove that angel
ornament from the tree. Remember DO
NOT WRAP THE GIFTS and be sure
to attach the angel ornament tag to your
gift. A box for each child will be in the
back of the Sanctuary for you to deposit
your gift.  All gifts are due back to the
church no later than Sunday, December
8. If you prefer to make a monetary
donation, make your check out to
PUMC and mark it for “Angel Tree.”
Please make your donation early
enough for us to purchase gifts by the
deadline. Let us give with Christmas
joy!

Annette Jackson and Cathy Heard

Interfaith Hospitality
Network of Athens

IHNA

     Interfaith Hospitality Network of
Athens continues to serve this
community with the greatest of
compassionate care.  Kimberly
Romesser, our case manager and
Service Director reports that we have
three families in the program at the
present.  Kendall Weinberg, our
Assistant  to Dr. Sherman, our part-time
Director, is busy supporting the
infrastructure of the service and
appreciates everyone for their
donations and financial support. Dr.
Sherman has oversight of the entire
service.
     On Monday, Oct. 28, IHNA
celebrated their work over the last nine
years and the 25th anniversary of
Family Promise.  During the gathering,
the participants learned how IHNA and
Family Promise tackle homelessness
locally and nationally.
     On Thursday, December 12, Callie
Waller will present a Christmas
Concert at 7 pm in the Athens First
UMC sanctuary as a thank-you gift to
all IHNA volunteers.  Last year her
concert was outstanding.  All are
welcome!
     Our last "Shell Week" will be at
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church on
December 15-22, 2013.  Sign up will
begin around December1, and we
especially need help with meals and
overnight hosting.  Participation for
new volunteers requires some training
which will be provided by Kendall and
Kimberly.  If interested contact them at
706-425-1881.   May God bless you as
you meet new people on your walk, and
may Jesus Christ come alive in those
moments.  

Reported by
Tom and Pam Davis

Operation 
Christmas Child

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) is an
international mission headed by
Franklin Graham, son of Billy Graham.
Since 1993, shoeboxes full of prayers,
toys, school supplies, and personal
items have been distributed to over 103
million children in 148 countries,
including the U.S. For 20 years God
has used OCC to establish and
strengthen local congregations. The
delivery of the shoeboxes is followed
up by a discipleship program designed
to bring children to Christ.  In
early-mid-November, our children at
Princeton will be packing shoeboxes
for this amazing program.  Please
contribute what you can.

ITEMS NEEDED:
 

Shoe boxes
Wrapping paper
Check for $7 made out to Princeton
UMC with “OCC' on memo line to help
with shipping expenses.
 

Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed
animals, kazoos, harmonicas,  yo-yos,
jump ropes, slinky, etc.
School supplies: pens, pencils &
sharpeners, crayons, markers, stamps
with ink pad, writing pads or paper,
coloring books, picture books, etc.
 

Hygiene items: toothbrush, toothpaste,
mild soap (in plastic bag), comb, brush,
etc.
 

Other: hard candy /lollipops, (double
bag all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts,
socks, ball cap, sunglasses, hair clips,
toy jewelry, etc.
 

A Personal Note:  In a separate
envelope you may enclose a note to the
child and a photo of yourself or your
family. (If you include your name and
address, the child may write back.)
 

DO NOT INCLUDE: used or
damaged items; war-related items such
as toy guns, knives, or military figures;
chocolate or food; liquids or lotions;
medications or vitamins; breakable
items; aerosol cans
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RETURN  SERVICE REQUESTED

Princeton
Prayer List

In the Armed Forces: 

Christie Bettle
Neel McKenzie

Limited to service men and
women deployed outside the
USA or wounded in action.

Special Concerns:
Trey Alexander

Carol Allen
Edd & Vera Bramblett

Paul Brittain
Holly Byrd

Jimmy&Joyce Hamilton
Charlotte Johnson

Shaefer Heard
Harry&Mae Lee
Newhouse family

Joe Nunn
Hannah Poling
Grace Smith

John & Marianne Stipe
Mary Thrasher

Freda Townsend

Please let us know if you want
your name added or removed.

We extend sincere
Christian sympathy

to family and friends of:

Margaret Finn
Helen Chapin

In Nursing Homes,
Retirement Centers

& Home Bound:

Agnes Davis
Jim Eure

Becky Hutchins 
A. J. Hale

Doris Jones
Roger Landrum

Rae Preston
Agnes Smith

November 20138

mailto:revruss54@bellsouth.net

