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DEDICATION
This book is lovingly dedicated to all the past members and friends of Princeton United
Methodist Church who have gone before us in faith. Because of their love for our Lord
and their work for the Kingdom, we celebrate 175 years of ministry.
As your 2010 Homecoming Committee we have had a very exciting and busy year. In early fall,
as the Committee began to meet and make plans it became very clear that Princeton United
Methodist Church has a long history in the Athens community. With God’s grace, Princeton has
produced fine leaders in the church and professional world.
To bring you up to date, two previous books were prepared. The first was prepared by Rev.
Horace Couch entitled The History of the Princeton Factory and the Princeton United Methodist
Church. Rev. Harry Hawkins prepared the second book entitled History of Princeton United
Methodist Church, 1835-1985 to commemorate Princeton’s 150th Anniversary Celebration.
Using many things from the previous two publications, the Homecoming Committee is pleased
to share with you the latest publication History of Princeton United Methodist Church, Reaching
Back, Reaching Forward, Reaching Out, 1835-2010. The Committee chose to leave the text as
written in the two previous publications for the 2010 publication. You will note that the notation
[sic] is being used after a word in many places. This signifies that we are aware the word is
misspelled; however, we chose to leave it as originally written.
It has been the pleasure of the Committee to put together this publication for the record of
Princeton United Methodist Church, its church membership, family members, and many friends
in the area.
2010 Homecoming Committee:
Rev. Russell Repetske , Pastor
Connie Epps Bond
Susan Hale Brooks
Linda Jones Byrd
Carolyn Dial
Lynn Frehse
Debra Fuller
David Harvell

Becky Hutchins
Annette Jackson
Stan Lee
Teresa Nunn
Esther Porter
Willard Smith
Marianne Stipe
Acknowledgments

A special thank you to those who helped with the compilation, typing, proofreading, and editing
of this document are Charlotte Parr Johnson, Marilyn Allison, Diane Bramblett Jarrett, Toula
Cofer Bradley, Annette Jackson, Lois Stovall Shackelford, Don Shackelford, Russell Repetske
and Mary Licht. Thanks to Charles Greenleaf, photographer and Doyle Bradley, video services.
Thanks to all serving as ushers, greeters, and to our youth for helping with the food. Thanks to
Connie Epps Bond for scanning many pictures and documents, and offering her historical
knowledge of Princeton to include in this document.
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“In the beginning was the Word . . .”
John 1:1

The Word of God is powerful for a multitude of reasons.

It reveals God’s

tremendous love for us through Jesus Christ. It shows us the way of faith and salvation. It
constantly inspires us to live daily for Christ. It tells stories of faith, but also, of history as
God has entered time and space, and done amazing works in our world. I could go on and on,
but I want to consider what this powerful Word has done in more recent time.
175 years ago in 1835, Watkinsville Methodist Church helped establish a church for
the families in the Princeton Mill area. The Word made the love of God come alive in their
hearts, salvation, a new way of living, and the desire to make a difference in the world of God’s
glory. The rest is a 175 year history of what is now the Princeton United Methodist
Church.
When speaking of the things of God, 1835 is recent history, but think about this.
Only 40 years earlier, George Washington was inaugurated as the first President of the
U.S. In 1835 the American Civil War would not happen for another 26 years. You would
have to wait 34 years for the Transcontinental Rail Road to be finished. It seems hard to
believe, but the last battle of the American Indian Wars would not happen for 55 more years.
Bulldog fans will not see a UGA football team until 1892 or 57 years later.
So much has happened and so much has changed in the last 175 years. Still some
things remain the same. The words contained in these pages bear witness to the love and
grace of God. This book tells of people who sought to follow Jesus and glorify Him in their
daily lives. Truly, this represents just a small part of that story of faith and history that began
2000 years ago, but this is our part. Perhaps in these pages, you will catch more than a
glimpse of by-gone days and see a people’s love for their Lord and their desire to bring
Christ to others.
In His Service,

Rev. Russell Repetske
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FOREWORD
The Times
The period in which the Princeton United Methodist church came into being has been described
as one of the most brutal chapters in American history. In 1828 the discovery of gold in
Dahlonega, Georgia, brought 10,000 miners into Cherokee country. Federal measures had been
taken to expel thousands of Cherokees, Choctaws, Creeks and other Eastern Indians to new lands
west of the Mississippi River. Georgia voided all Cherokee laws. These measures stipulated
that no Indian could testify in a state court against a white man. It was forbidden for a Cherokee
Indian to mine gold on his own land.
Three years after the Princeton Church was founded, in 1838, under the command of General
Winfield Scott, about 7,000 United States troops were ordered to free Georgia of its Cherokee
population. These Cherokees were stripped of their possessions and herded into stockades.
About 17,000 Cherokees were forced to make the 800 mile trip on foot to what is now
Oklahoma. “The Trail of Tears” is a definite part of American history. During the month of
December, 1838, as hundreds of Cherokees were dying in the snows, President Martin van Buren
told Congress: “The measures of the Removal have had the happiest effect. The Cherokee have
emigrated with no apparent reluctance.”
The church buildings have been described by G. G. Smith, History of Georgia Methodism, page
271, as: “People rode in elegant carriages, with servants in attendance, from homes where every
comfort was found, to a weekday appointment in an unceiled and unpainted barn called a
church.” An editorial in the Southern Christian Advocate,
dated June 2, 1859, page 120, is quoted as saying: “It may be in the open forest……a shell of a
house, unceiled, unplastered within, shutters that will not close, doors that hang by a hinge,
benches narrow, high and straight-back, covered with dust, openings here and there in the
weatherboarding, or between the logs, panes (if panes at all) broken…..a house wanting in every
comfort; in all appearances and appointments offensive to good taste.” From the Christmas
Conference, the Methodist rule had been, “Let men and women sit apart in the congregation.”
To insure obedience usually a partition ran the length of the church, dividing the seats into two
sections (men on one side and women on the other). Most often, there were two different front
doors to the churches; the men were to enter by one door and the women were to use the other.
The rolls of the churches were also divided, listing the men first and then the women and
children.
Alfred M. Pierce, A History of Methodism in Georgia, pages 57 and 58, declares that Methodism
came, “jubilantly declaring that God loved all, redeemed all, invited all and saved all who would
come. Good news indeed! But too good to be quickly received by people long steeped in the
opposite faith….So the battle was pitched. Methodism insisted its gospel was true, stood its
ground boldly and met arguments with superior arguments. There was no temporizing, no halfheartedness, no appeasement, no weak apology as though Methodist doctrine was an
unwarranted intrusion upon the sacred preserves of another faith (namely Baptist and
Presbyterian). Those early Methodist itinerants (preachers) proclaimed a universal atonement as
if they believed it; exulted in preaching it; rarely delivered a sermon that did not ring with the all-
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inclusiveness of the gospel invitation. And the hearts of the people, as they came to understand
that strange story, were made glad by the knowledge that they were not the victims of an unjustly
imposed doom but the sharers of a great love that played no favorites.”
The Methodist doctrine, ritual and church government that was adhered to in Georgia the last
year that Georgia Methodism as a part of the South Carolina Conference was the same
Methodism, in every detail, that was advocated in the newly created Georgia Conference in
1830. If preachers were available, two men would be sent to the same circuit, the more
experienced man as Pastor in Charge and less experienced man as the assistant, or Junior
Preacher. According to the size of the circuit, these preachers sometimes preached several
sermons during the week and also on Sundays. Alfred M. Pierce, ibid, page 70, recalled that
“Unrestingly they moved out among the people. Of these early itinerants one could not make
comparisons, for all types were useful. Of some of these men, it could be said that they were
men of defiant energy, unyielding zeal, and matchless courage, who laughed at hardships,
welcomed perils and triumphed over the indescribable difficulties of an unsettled and
undeveloped country.”
Often these men of faith did not live near to the circuit which they served. The circuits were
composed of many churches, sometimes as many as eight. The circuits were about 40 to 60
miles in length. Only a few parsonages were available. Some itinerants only saw their families
two or three days a quarter. They traveled over rough terrain and streams not forded by bridges.
Sometimes they had to swim across flooded streams to get to their places of worship. A large
percentage of the itinerants never reached the age of 35. They ate the more simple foods, barely
enough to keep soul and body together. Many times they would go 24 hours without
nourishment. The itinerants rarely became men who appreciated the wide spectrum of the
culture of their days. They were persistent students of the Bible, carefully selected literature, the
hymnbook, and the Methodist doctrines (These rules were made to be learned and obeyed.). If
they were to become the shepherd of the people, they had to understand the people, their outlook
on life, their thought patterns, their needs and limitations, and the most simple way to make their
meaningful messages heard. Their manner of speech, more frequently than not, was uninhibited
and noisy and they often screamed and stamped their feet. There can be no worthy history of
Methodism which does not recognize and magnify the great contribution which they made in
those early days and down through the ensuing years.
The Methodist Episcopal Church suffered on every level of her existence. Just a few members in
many of the circuits could have made such an improvement: made small circuits possible, paid
more generous salaries, provided more parsonages, given better pastoral oversight and all this
without sacrifice, or the feeling of self-denial, on their part.
In 1825 the first house of worship was built in Athens, then a small village. By 1826 Georgia
became the greatest cotton producing region in the world. The first water-powered textile mill in
Clarke County, Georgia, was built in 1829; the owners were William Dearing, John Nesbit,
Abraham Walker, Augustin S. Clayton and John Johnson. This mill, the Georgia Factory, was
built on the Oconee River, four and a half miles from Athens in what is known today as
Whitehall. The first Georgia Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church as held in
Macon, Georgia, on January 1, 1831. The second textile mill in Clarke County, the Athens
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Cotton and Wool Factory, was built in 1832, also on the Oconee River, but in Athens. This
building still stands today but it has undergone so great a change. It is now like a mall with
several companies operating within the structure. In 1833 the first charter of a railroad was
secured for the State of Georgia. In 1835, besides farming, Clarke County, Georgia, had great
timber wealth and sawmills. Foundries were founded as were machine and boiler works,
tanneries, paper mills, pottery works, a rolling mill, a nail factory and a few cotton mills. In
1847 a log cabin with a fireplace at both ends was built on land given by Samuel Mitchell in a
small railroad village, called Marthasville (Atlanta). This cabin was a schoolhouse during the
week, but on Sundays it was used by the Methodists, the Presbyterians and the Baptists as a
meeting house.
Camp Meetings
Camp meetings entered Georgia either in Wilkes or Oglethorpe County in 1801 or 1802. Camp
meetings became a part of the religious life in Georgia. The population of the State of Georgia
had reached approximately one-half million people by 1835 and one person out of ten was a
member of an organized religious organization. The people in Georgia were scattered and
contacts with other families were few. Camp meetings were both spiritual and social occasions.
Old friendships were renewed and new friendships were made. At these meetings the Christian
faith was encouraged to be expressed in every day living while social sins were forcibly
denounced and condemned. Their impact upon the social life, church life and individual lives
with the community of believers was quite noticeable. However, Camp meetings changed as
conditions changed. They became more accessible and the need for camp meetings became less
demanding. Within the twelve districts of the North Georgia Conference today, there is at least
one camp meeting remaining in each district.
The Princeton Factory
This area was acquired by treaty from the Cherokee Indians. It was at first a part of Franklin
County until 1796, of Jackson County until 1801 and of Clarke County to the present time. The
terrain was hilly and covered with dense forests of huge trees. The land, being well-drained, was
free of malaria. Having water-power sites on the rivers and creeks, this land was utilized by the
early settlers for their mills, such as grist mills and saw mills.
On January 17, 1824, Noah Prince, John Prince, Noah F. Prince and Garland W. Prince (all of
Clarke County, Georgia) purchased from Josiah Newton (also of Clarke County, Ga.) a tract of
land on the middle fork of the Oconee River consisting of 683 acres, more or less, for the sum of
$3,500.00 (Clarke County Deed Book N. page 17).
The October 1827 term of the Clarke County, Georgia, Inferior Court ordered that the clerk pay
William Lumpkin the sum of $87.50 for repairs on the bridge at Princes Mill on Middle River.
A deed recorded in Book P, page 29, dated January 1, 1834, whereby Noah Prince and Noah F.
Prince sold to James Camak, Asbury Hull, William Lumpkin, Daniel Grant, Elizur L. Newton,
Edward R. Ware, Thomas Grant, Thomas Mitchell (all of Clarke County) and others for
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$2,500.00 a tract of land on middle Oconee River including Princes Mill. These new owners had
been incorporated during the year of 1833 as the Camak Manufacturing Factory.
From the “Southern Banner,” a newspaper published by co-editors Albon Chase and Alfred M.
Nesbit, an article on the acts passed by the legislature during the session of 1834 showed that one
of the acts was “To change the name Camak factory to that of the Princeton factory.”
Ernest C. Hynds writes in Antebellum Athens and Clarke County, Georgia that “A special tax for
road construction was 25% of the state tax……Athenians associated with the Princeton Factory
became acutely aware of the transport problems when wagons carrying their machinery were
mired down by spring rains near what is now Union Point and the opening of the Princeton
Factory was delayed for weeks. They and others in the community decided to explore railroads
as a possible solution.” During the year of 1834 a new bridge had been built at the Princeton
Factory. On June 13, 1834 the Inferior Court of Clarke County ordered David Grant, Noah
Prince and James Camak to superintend the letting and building a bridge across the Middle Fork
of the Oconee River about the Camak Factory, near Princes Mill according to ….. (The words
Princes Mill were struck through.)
The Princeton Factory was organized in 1835. A deed dated March 20, 1835 between William
Lumpkin and the Princeton Factory, a corporation chartered by law of this state, for the purpose
of “carrying on manufacture” on the middle fork of the Oconee River in Clarke County, Georgia,
in which land along the western bank of the Oconee river was sold.
William Williams became the first Superintendent of the Princeton Factory. He was a native of
Princeton, New Jersey. He was also one of the owners of the Princeton Factory.
A deed dated December 31, 1835 between Noah Prince and Noah F. Prince, party of the first
part, and the Princeton Factory, a corporation whose members were William Williams, William
Lumpkin, Asbury Hull, Elizur L. Newton, Daniel Grant and Thomas Grant, the party of the
second part, in which land beginning at a point on the Oconee River above the mill dam and thus
described including “along the road leading to Athens” and “continuing still up the said river to
lands belonging to said Noah and Noah F. Prince.” In this deed rights were granted for the
Princeton Factory to raise the dam as high as found necessary and rights granted for the rising
water to overflow on the property retained by Noah Prince and Noah F. Prince.
The origin of the name “PRINCETON” cannot definitely be given, but let us remember that the
name “Princes Mill” had already been associated with the mill. This name was from the Prince
family that previously had owned it. Noah F. Prince had been a soldier in the Revolutionary
War. Then there was Princeton, New Jersey, the hometown of William Williams, who was one
of the owners and the superintendent of the factory.
An advertisement was in the Southern Banner, dated December 31, 1835 and issues following,
that read: “PRINCETON FACTORY The public are hereby informed that this establishment,
situated within 2 miles from Athens, on the middle fork of the Oconee River, and on the road
leading to Watkinsville, is now in operation for making cotton yarns of all sizes, which the
proprietors warrant to be of the very best quality. Specimens of the yarns can at all times be seen
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at the store of Messrs. G. A. Connally and Company in Athens, where a constant supply is kept
for sale. The proprietors are giving the highest prices for cotton, and are at all times in the
market for cottons of good quality.
William Williams, President.”

During the years that followed its founding, Princeton Factory purchased other land to develop
the Princeton Mill Village from Albin P. Dearing; R. H. Hill; Jane Burroughs; M. L. Dunaway;
Thomas M. Daniel; Guy C., T. A., Amanda T., R. C., Kate S., J. S., Mary and Anna Hamilton; S.
G. and Emily F. A. McLendon; James S. and Ethel H. Davant; Francis and Natalie Fontaine and
J. H. Williams. No record has been found where the Princeton community was ever incorporated
as a town; it was a mill village settlement. It never had a post office, however some did get their
mail at the Mill Store. The mail was delivered through the Athens Post Office.
The Princeton Factory was located two miles southwest of Athens on the middle branch of the
Oconee River and on the Macon Highway. It was identified later by the United States Post
Office as being on the Rural Free Delivery Route #3. The goods manufactured were shirtings,
bed-ticking, linsey-woolsey, jeans and checks. George White wrote in his book Statistics of the
State of Georgia, 1849, that the factory was to “Make arrangements to have divine service at the
factory twice month, and have provided a library for the operatives.” He also wrote that “The
members (of the Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church) met in a vacant warehouse belonging to
the textile mill, later to be called the Princeton Manufacturing Company in 1845.
A village of factory-owned houses provided housing for any of its operatives (called mill hands).
A company owned store was placed on the road in front of the mill so that the mill hands could
purchase needed commodities on the way to work, or going home from work. The records show
that James S. Hamilton became the first President of the Princeton Manufacturing Company.
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PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Southeastern Jurisdiction Circuit
North Georgia Annual Conference
Athens-Elberton District

The Methodist Episcopal Churches located in the boundary of the State of Georgia were
originally on the Georgia Circuit in the South Carolina Annual Conference. In 1830 these
Georgia churches were removed from the South Carolina Annual Conference and placed within
The Georgia Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church began as a mission of the Watkinsville Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1835. The congregation met for Sunday School and worship services in a
warehouse belonging to the Princeton Factory. The factory had made arrangements for divine
services to be held twice a month.
All of the churches, that were placed on the same circuit with Princeton, were small churches.
These churches were not all on the circuit at the same time. However, the churches which at one
time or another formed the circuit were: Adaline Chapel, Antioch, Asbury, Barnett Shoals,
Bethel at Bogart (Bogart), Bethel at Hull (Hull), Beulah Heights, Bold Springs, Center, Dry
Pond, Ebenezer, Factory Mission (Princeton), Farmington, Georgia Factory Church (Whitehall),
Eddings Chapel, High Shoals, Holly Springs, Hopewell, Jefferson, Lebanon, Midway, MountCarmel, New Hope, Oconee, Paper Mill (Skull Shoals), Powell’s Mill( East Athens), Rays
Chapel, Salem, Sewell Chapel, Stanley Chapel, Temple, Tigner’s, Tuckston, Veal’s Chapel,
Watkinsville, Wilson’s, and Wrayswood.
The name of the circuit/charge changed at various times. Among the names of the circuit were:
Athens, East Athens, Factory Mission, Oconee, Princeton, Watkinsville and Whitehall.
The Georgia Conference of The Methodist Episcopal Church usually met in the month of
November with one of the items of business being “Where shall the ‘Pastors-in-Charge’ serve
the following year?” The conference was presided over by a “Bishop” of the church and to assist
him were the” Presiding Elders,” who were assigned to supervise the churches and their pastors
in a given area, called a “District.”
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APPOINTMENTS OF PASTORS TO SERVE PRINCETON
(The year posted is the year in which the annual conference met. The pastors assumed their
responsibilities usually in the following year.)
For the conference years 1835 through 1845, the appointments have been taken from
History of the Watkinsville United Methodist Church and Parsonage, compiled by Mrs. Mildred
Bishop, 1978. The others were taken from the Minutes of the Georgia and North Georgia
Annual Conferences.

YEAR

PASTORS - IN-CHARGE

PRESIDING ELDERS

1835

Watkinsville Charge
Athens District
Georgia Conference, MEC

John W. Glenn P.C.
William Arnold, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

After the Annual Conference of 1834 and during the year of 1835, the church at the
Princeton Factory was formed as a mission of the Watkinsville Charge.
This mission, or church, was financed by one-half of the support paid by the owners of
the Princeton Factory, and the rest was paid by the congregation. A parsonage, one of the
houses in the Mill Village, was provided.
At the Georgia Annual Conference, which met in Macon, Georgia, on January 13, 1836,
the Watkinsville Church was taken from the Appalachee Circuit and the Watkinsville Circuit
was formed with the Factory Mission (Princeton) being a part of it.
1836

Watkinsville Circuit

John W. Glenn, P.C.
Walter K. Branham, J.P.
William J. Parks, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC
1837

Watkinsville Circuit

John C. Simmons, P.C.
William D. Bussey, J.P.
William J. Parks, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC

1838

Watkinsville Circuit

Eli Bennett, P.C.
James I. Winn, J.P.
William J. Parks, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC
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The Georgia Factory at Whitehall, the Athens Manufacturing Company in Athens and the
Princeton Factory was the first three major factories in Clarke County and it was second only to
Chatham County in capital invested in manufacture.
The president, William Williams, of the Princeton Factory announced that nankeens were
being made as good as those made in the North and cheaper because they were they were using
Georgia cotton. He believed that most of Georgia’s needs for this product could be supplied. He
offered to sell cotton yarn, oznaburg and wool.
In the summer of 1839, a noted English traveler [sic], James Silk Buchingham, visited the
Athens area and reported extensively on local factory conditions, according to Ernest C. Hynds
in his book, ANTEBELLUM ATHENS AND CLARKE COUNTY. Mr. Buckingham was
quoted that “The factories were all worked by water power, and used for spinning yarn, and
weaving cloth of coarse qualities for local consumption only.” He also reported that “Each
employed from eighty to one hundred persons, about half white and half Negro. In one factory
the Negroes were the property of the owner, but in the other two they were rented by their
owners.” He wrote that “There is no difficulty among them on account of colour, the white
girls working in the same room and at the same loom with the black girls; and the boys of each
colour, as well as men and women, working together without apparent repugnance or
objection.” The Englishman cited this as one of the many proofs that color prejuidice (sic) was
less in the South than in the North. Here, it is not at all uncommon to see the black slaves of
both sexes, shake hands with white people..”
1839

Watkinsville Circuit

Russell W. Johnson, P.C.
Andrew J. Deavors, J.P.
William J. Parks, P.E.
Thomas A. Morris, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC

The bridge built at Princeton Factory in 1834 was washed away in May of 1840 by the
Harrison Freshet. This flood was named for the presidential-elect candidate William Henry
Harrison and was probably the worst flood in the Antebellum Period. It washed out most of the
bridges in Clarke County, including Athens. A ferry was used to convey people across the
river until a new bridge was built. Besides the washed out bridges, the poor roads made
adverse conditions for the people in the Athens area to travel.
1840

Watkinsville Circuit

Hinton Crawford, P.C.
Andrew Neese, J.P.
William Arnold, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC
1841

Watkinsville Circuit

Hinton Crawford, P.C.
J.S. Lane, J.P.
William Arnold, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC
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1842

Watkinsville Circuit

John B. Chappell,P.C.
John P. Robinson, J.P.
John W. Glenn, P.E.
Beverly Waugh, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC
1843

Watkinsville Circuit

Richard Lane, P.C.
Augustus D. Russell, J.P.
John W. Glenn, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC

The Methodist Episcopal Church becomes divided over the political issue of States’
Rights that swept over these United States of America. The case in question was, “Does the
Federal government have the right to declare a state law (namely slavery) illegal?” The churches
located in the northern states, who advocated a strong federal government, kept the name
“The Methodist Episcopal Church.” The churches in the southern states, who were advocates
of the States Rights, became known as “The Methodist Episcopal Church, South.”
1844

Watkinsville Circuit

John W. Knight, P.C.
George H. Hancock, J.P.
John W. Glenn, P.E.
Joshua Soule, Bishop

Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Saturday, May 17,1845, was the birthday of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South.
It was composed of fifteen annual conferences. There were two ministerial delegates from
each conference, or a delegation of thirty members.
The Princeton Factory was sold to James S. Hamilton in 1845. With the financial
backing of John White, he set about to modernize the factory. The name was changed to the
Princeton Manufacturing Company. The factory did not do well for it struggled to stay alive for
fifty years. This was probably due to poor management.
1845

Watkinsville Circuit
Princeton Factory
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

John W. Glenn, P.C.
William W. Allen, J.P.
Samuel Anthony, P.E.
Joshua Soule, Bishop

1846

Watkinsville Circuit
Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Edward L. Stevens, P.C.
Samuel Anthony, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

Watkinsville Circuit
Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Edward L. Stevens, P.C.
Henry P. Pitchford, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

1847
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No Conference met during the calendar year of 1848. The 1847 conference met in
December and the 1849 conference met in January.
1848

1849

Watkinsville Circuit
Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Davidson Williamson, P.C.
Russell Reneau, P.E.
Bishop

Watkinsville Circuit and
Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Edward L. Stevens, P.C.
William J. Parks, P.E.
Bishop

There were twenty churches in Clarke County; they represented the Baptists,
Methodists, and Presbyterians.
1850

Watkinsville Circuit and
Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Andrew J. Deavors, P.C.
William J. Parks, P.E.
Bishop

There were twenty-one churches and two missions on the circuit: Adaline Chapel,
Antioch, Asbury, Bold Springs, Center, Dry Pond, Ebenezer, Farmington, Hedding Chapel,
Holly Springs, Hopewell, Jefferson, Lebanon, Midway, Mount Carmel Campground,
Prospect, Ray’s, Salem, Tigner’s, Watkinsville and Wilson’s were churches and the missions
were Paper Mill (Skull Shoals) and Princeton Factory.
1851

Athens Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Henry Cranford, P.C.
William J. Parks, P.E.
Bishop

A deed dated May 5, 1851 granted to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South by George
and Elizabeth H. Williams permission to locate a meeting house near the Princeton Factory
Bridge on land containing an acre more or less. Mr. and Mrs. Williams agreed to watch
over the property as long as they were able. The trustees of the church were listed as
Albon Chase, John Allison, Samuel C. Couch, William Center, Alsa Moore, Thomas Parrish
and William I. Archer.
1852

Athens Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

William H.C. Cone, P.C.
William J. Parks, P.E.
Bishop

1853

Athens Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf. MEC,S

Davis Crenshaw, P.C.
John W. Talley, P.E.
Bishop
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1854

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

David Crenshaw, P.C.
John W. Talley, P.E.
William Capers, Bishop

1855

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

David Crenshaw, P.C.
John W. Talley, P.E.
John Early, Bishop

In the Quarterly Conference Minutes of the Watkinsville Methodist Episcopal Church,
South, dated June 2,1855, there is a notation of the Sunday School at Princeton being
in a very prosperous condition and well attended by both pupils and teachers.
1856

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Henry Cranford, P.C.
John W. Talley, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop

1857

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Henry Cranford, P.C.
James O.Alexander Clark,P.E.
Robert Paine, Bishop

1858

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Meletiah H Hebbard, P.C.
James O. Alexander Clark, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

The Methodist Episcopal Church’s plan of organization had denied women the equality
with men. In 1858 the General Conference of the Church authorized and recognized an
effort to organize missionary work in individual charges, namely the Woman’s Foreign
Missionary Society.
1859

Athens Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Meletiah H. Hebbard, P.C.
James O. Alexander Clark, P.E.
Hubbard Hinde Kavannagh, Bishop

1860

Athens Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Henry Cranford, P.C.
Joseph Staunton Key, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

1861

Athens Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Henry Cranford, P.C.
Robert William Bigham, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

1862

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Marshall F. Malsby, P.C.
Robert William Bigham, P.E.
James Osgood Andrew, Bishop
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The impact of the War Between the States (Civil War) upon Methodism in Georgia was
Appalling [sic]. On every level the customary functions of church life was disarranged. Pastors
had enlisted as soldiers, no statistical reports could be made because of disturbed conditions;
travel to and from the site was restricted; communications had been disrupted and the need
for the men to stay at home and in their communities was evident. In Georgia no session of
the Annual Conference failed to convene, but due to disorganization its work suffered.
In February of 1863, the minutes of the Quarterly Conference of the Watkinsville Circuit
states that the church at Princeton is in good spiritual state. Mr. John Allison is noted
as being elected a steward.
1863

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Marshall F. Malsby, P.C.
Robert William Bigham P.E.
John Early, Bishop

Preachers matched patriotism with the laity as enthusiam (sic) prompted general
enlistment. The absence of many pastors complicated the appointments (arrangements of
pastoral appointments).
1864

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

E.F. Anderson, P.C.
Robert William Bigham, P.E.
Georgia Foster Pierce, Bishop

The thrill of victory; the depression of defeat; the disintegration of business; the anxiety
for loved ones in uniform and the destruction of family life were combined forces against the
Church. Public worship was neglected, Sunday School disbanded and class meetings
abandoned. Christian experience began to lose its fervor (sic); Sabbath desecration, swearing,
dishonesty, gambling and licentious living told the story of moral deterioration. Church
leaders called for richer personal experiences in Bible reading, individual devotions and regular
attendance upon public worship on the parts of the members. Sins of all kinds were to be
exposed and vigorously reproved. Gratitude to God, love of country and a zeal for souls urged
the spiritual laborers onward.
The Army Mission drew heavily upon the funds of the Church. The Church recognized
both the moral dangers and spiritural (sic) opportunities of the camps. Bibles, tracts and
Church letters were sent to the soldiers.
At the January 1865 term of Inferior Court it was ordered that Albon Chase and Moses
E. McWhorter as a committee to superintend the rebuilding of the abutments at Princeton
Factory bridge.
The Inferior Court held on February 6,1865 ordered that William G. Elder be authorized
to establish and carry on a Public Ferry with a flat on the Oconee River near Princeton
Factory on the Watkinsville Road; rates to be regulated by the Judge of the Inferior Court
from time to time. (This action was deemed necessary because the bridge was swept away
in the Harrison Freshet.
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Rufus L. Moss became the president of the Princeton Factory.
1865

Factory Mission
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC,S

E. F. Anderson, P.C.
Walter Richardson Branham,P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

At the Georgia Annual Conference of 1865, the churches listed as being on the Factory
Mission Circuit were: High Shoals, Princeton, Georgia Factory (Whitehall) and Paper Mill.
The surrender of the Confederate Army took the people at home by surprise. The true
state of things at the front were kept from the people, who were visualizing victory,
believing in the right of the Southern cause and that God was on their side. AND NOW
SURRENDER……….
The bitter humiliation of defeat was felt! Had God betrayed the people who had trusted
Him? Faith of the Southern people grew feeble and they had to struggle to keep it alive.
The whole outlook was dark -- dismally so --- the political, economical, racial, domestic
and religious patterns of life were out of balance.
The Methodist Episcopal Church, South rallied ! Gradually the members accepted that
it was their misunderstanding of God’s truth and not God’s infidelity to His Word.
Confidence was restored; faith was renewed; a new day dawned.
On November 30, 1865 The Inferior Court ordered a hospital or Pest House to be built
on the Watkinsville side of the Oconee River.

1866

Athens Circuit
Athens District
Ga. Conf., MEC, S

Ellison D. Stone, P.C.
Walter Richardson Branham, P.E.
Holland N. McTyeire, Bishop

The Georgia Annual Conference had become so large as to warrant a division. It
divided into two annual conferences: The North Georgia Annual Conference and the
South Georgia Annual Conference. The dividing line went across the State of Georgia.
The line was drawn just north of Macon and just south of Gray.
The General Conference of 1866 (composed only of preachers) recognized that the time
had come to recognize laymen in various phases of activities in the Annual and General
Conferences. The District Conference did not exist at this time. Laymen were limited to
their own charges, or churches, for they had no membership in either the Annual or General
Conferences, nor did they participate in the work of these conferences. The integration of
the laymen into the life of the Church in an organized manner was not instantly successful,
nor a complete success. Appreciation of these laymen and their contributions to the growth
and development of the Christian endeavors within the various levels of conference activities
grew as time again and again proved the wisdom in this case to be right. More and more
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responsibilities have been allocated to the faithful laymen through the organization of
the General Board of Lay Activities and its comprehensive programs and varied interest.
Today, 1995, the Laymen answer the call to conference leadership and encourage others
to be equally as faithful.
Throughout the “War Between the States” the Inferior Court records referred to
volunteers “as persons from Princeton Factory.” This phrase was used for the community’s
identity at that time.
The horrors of Reconstruction of government and society were more demoralizing
than the war. The breaking up of large plantations into small farms, the reaction
of the Blacks to their freedom left much to be desired. The desolations of the war
left the people brooding over altered fortunes; a paralyzing sense of total disaster
followed the end of the war. These bleak situations were issues that the Church had
to face for they had the tendencies to drive the peace of God from the hearts of the
people.
Crops had failed. There was everything to do and less with which to do it. Churches
had been burned, torn down, descrated (sic), and damaged almost to ruins. Many preachers
were afoot, without a parsonage, and received meager support for their efforts. These
men, however, appeared to be happy, rejoicing in the work given to them.
During the war (1861 - 1865) there were two noticeable effects upon the textile
products: (1) a gradual rise in prices and (2) families of soldiers were usually given
preference and charged wholesale rates. As early as January 1862 the Athens
newspaper reported that the mill could not supply the local market, let alone the more
distant markets. The factory practiced rationing several times when cloth or thread
was scarce.

1867

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Ellison D. Stone, P.C.
Walter Richardson Branham,P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

1868

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf.,MEC, S

I.M.Kinney, P.C.
Walter Richardson Branham, P.E.
Robert Paine, Bishop

1869

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

I.M.Kinney, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
David S. Doggett, Bishop

1870

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Charlie Oliver, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop
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1871

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Peter A. Heard, P.C.
Eustace W. Speer, P.E.
William May Wightman, Bishop

At the meeting of the North Georgia Annual Conference the records showed that
Princeton had eighty-four members.
1872

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Ellison D. Stone, P.C.
Eustace W. Speer, P.E.
Enoch M. Marvin, Bishop

1873

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

J.E. Sitton, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
Robert Paine, Bishop

1874

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

G.L.McClesky, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
William May Wightman, Bishop

1875

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

G.L.McClesky, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
John Christian Kenner, Bishop

1876

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

William Thomas Bell, P.C.
Thomas F. Pierce, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

1877

Athens Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

William Thomas Bell, P.C.
Robert William Brigham, P.C.
George Foster Fierce, Bishop

The General Conference held on May 23,1878 at the First Church in Atlanta, Georgia,
authorized the Woman’s Foreigh (sic) Missionary Society to become a regular institution in
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. This date was in the history of the womanhood
of the Church a historical one. To safeguard this authorization, the bishops appointed all
the officers; they appointed their own wives as vice-presidents.
The Woman’s Home Missionary Society of the North Georgia Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, South was organized in Marietta, Georgia, on November 30, 1878.
1878

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

William Thomas Bell, P.C.
Robert William Brigham, P.E.
Holland N. McTyeire, Bishop
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1879

Watkinsville Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

William Jasper Cotter, P.C.
Robert William Brigham, P.E.
John Christian Keener, Bishop

1880

Oconee & Factory Mission
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Thomas O. Rorie, P.C.
Robert William Brigham, P.E.
Holland N. McTyeire, Bishop

1881

Oconee & Factory Mission
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Thomas O. Rorie, P.C.
George Wesley Yarbrough, P.E.
Holland N. McTyeire,Bishop

1882

Oconee Circuit
Athens District
No. Ga. Conf., MEC,S

Thomas O. Rorie, P.C.
George Wesley Yarbrough, P.E.
George Foster Pierce, Bishop

The circuit was composed of the following churches: Rays, Veals, Mt. Carmel, Paper
Mill, Georgia Factory (Whitehall) and Factory Mission (Princeton).
D.H. Malcolm was licensed to preach on 6-9-1883.
G.C. Stewart was licensed to exhort on 8-16-1883.
The Stewards were Mr. William John Hale and Mr. Ward.
On July 12, 1883, Marion L. Dunaway deeded to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South
five acres of land. The deed reads: “Forever to be used for a church and burying ground.”
A white, framed church was constructed on a knoll facing the Princeton Factory. At this
time, the president of the mill was James S. Hamilton. There may have been connection
between these two facts: James S. Hamilton and the church calling itself the “Hamilton
Church at Princeton Factory.” Nonetheless, the name did not survive. The church retained
the name “The Princeton Methodist Episcopal Church, South.”
The article in the “Wesleyan Christian Advocate” dated October 10, 1883 stated: “The
new Methodist Church at Princeton Factory is now nearly completed and will be ready
for services by the second sabbath (sic) in October, at which time the house will be dedicated.
We have not been advised as yet what minister will officiate on the occasion. The church
is a very handsome frame building, and is sufficiently large to accommodate the congregation
that usually assembles at that place. We believe there is yet lacking enough funds to pay
the indebtedness. Let those friendly to the church make an effort to pay all debts. And
let the church start its career of usefulness, free from financial embarrassment.” From the
“Athens Watchman” an article stated that on October 14, 1883 the church was dedicated by the
Rev. Sam P. (Samuel Porter) Jones.
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Princeton United Methodist Church began in l835 as a mission of the Watkinsville Methodist
Church. Worship services and Sunday School are thought to have been held in a vacant
warehouse owned by the textile mill. The mill was established in 1836 and later in 1845, was
called the Princeton Manufacturing Company. George White in his Statistics of the State of
Georgia, published in l849, said about the Princeton Manufacturing Company”…make
arrangements to have divine service at the factory twice a month, and have provided a library for
the operatives. This establishment reflects credit upon the spirited owners.”
The first house of worship was called “The Meeting House” and was located on the West side of
the Oconee River near the old covered bridge, some ¼ mile from the present location. George
and Elizabeth Williams, on May 5, l851 gave the land to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South
“…to locate a meeting house near the Princeton Factory bridge on land containing an acre more
or less.” Trustees were: Albon Chase, John Allison, Sam C. Couch, William Center, Alsa
Moore, Thomas Parrish, William I. Archer. This deed was recorded August 18, 185l.
Princeton was on the charge known as the Factory Mission, which was moved from the
Watkinsville Charge to the Athens Charge many times. From 1854-1860 we were on the
Watkinsville Charge. In 1860 and 1861 we were on the Athens Charge. In 1862 till 1866 back
on the Watkinsville Charge. Then from 1867 till 1878 we were back on the Athens Charge.
1879-1880 found Princeton back on the Watkinsville Charge. In 1881 we became the Oconee
and Factory Mission Charge.
In the Annual Conference of 1864, Meeting January 5-10, 1865, the four churches on the Factory
Mission were mentioned: High Shoals, Princeton, Georgia Factory, and Paper Mill. At the
Annual Conference of 1871, meeting in Athens on November 29-December 5, Princeton is
mentioned as having 84 members.
Princeton is mentioned in the Quarterly Conference Minutes of the Watkinsville Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. On June 2, 1855 mention is made of the Sunday School at Princeton is
in a very prosperous condition and is well attended by teachers and pupils. Again in February of
1863 Princeton is said to be in “a good spiritual state” and John Allison is listed as being elected
as a steward.

21

History of Princeton United Methodist Church
175th Celebration – May 2, 2010

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - 1883
In 1883 Marion L. Dunaway gave the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, five acres of land “…
forever to be used for a church & Burrying [sic] ground.” A white framed church was
constructed adjacent to the Princeton Manufacturing Company. The President of the Princeton
Manufacturing Company at this time was James S. Hamilton. Charge Conference Records
indicate that the church was called The Hamilton Church at Princeton Factory. It may have been
named after the President of the factory.
An article in the Wesleyan Christian Advocate dated October 10, 1883 stated: “The new
Methodist Church at Princeton Factory is now nearly completed and will be ready for services by
the second Sabbath in October, at which time the house will be dedicated. We have not been
advised, as yet, what minister will officiate on that occasion. The church is a very handsome
frame building, and is sufficient large to accommodate the congregation which usually assembles
at that place. We believe there is yet lacking enough funds to pay the indebtedness. Let those
friendly to the church make an effort to pay all debts. And let the church start its career of
usefulness, free from financial embarrassment. “Athens Watchman”
The church was dedicated on October 14,1883 by the Rev. Samuel (Sam)P. Jones, a popular
evangelist of that day.
HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1883 - 1889
1883 Oconee Circuit: Princeton (Georgia Factory), Rays, Veals, Mt. Carmel, Paper Mill.
Thomas O. Rorie, P.C., George W. Yarbrough, P.E..
William J. Hale was the Recording Steward, S.S. Superintendent, and Class Leader
1884 Oconee Circuit and Factory Mission: Princeton, Rays, Temple, Bethel, New Hope, Paper
Mill, Veals, Powell’s Mill, Ga. Factory.
J.L. Lupo, P.C.; Dr. Jesse Boring, P.E.
W.J. Hale, S.S. Superintendent
Stewards: W.J. Hale & M.L.Dunaway
At 4th Q.C. “…Upon motion of Bro. Dunaway Conference agreed to permit Factory Mission to
use it (Stanley Chapel) as a parsonage if preacher in charge (P.C.) of work was willing to live
there.”
Suggestions made by 4th Q.C. to make circuit of Watkinsville,Tigers, Rays, New Hope,
Farmington,

22

History of Princeton United Methodist Church
175th Celebration – May 2, 2010
Salem, Temple and Fork’s Chapel to be called “Watkinsville”
Princeton, Paper Mill, Ga. Factory, Powells Mill or East Athens to be called “Factory Missions.”
1885 L.W. Downs, P.C.; Jesse Boring, P.E.
1886 Factory Mission: Princeton (called Hamilton Church at Princeton Factory), Georgia
Factory, Stanley Chapel. Reference is made several times to Princeton being called Hamilton
Church at Princeton Factory.
E.D. Stone, P.C.; S.P. Richardson, P.E.
M.L. Dunaway, Recording Steward; Steward- William J. Hale
1887-1888 J.V.M. Morris, P.C.; S.P. Richardson P.E.
Factory Mission: Princeton, New Hope, Paper Mill, Temple, Bethel Stanley Chapel.
1889 Factory Mission - membership - 474
W.W. Oslin, P.C.; S.P. Richardson, P.E.
Stewards: W.W. Duncan and G.W. Williams.
Sunday School Superintendent - H. Lovern
Pastor’s salary - $300.00

Paid Pastor $233.45

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1890 - 1899
1890, 91, 92, 93 No records.
1894 Whitehall Mission: Princeton, Whitehall, Hull-Bethel, Bethel Bogart and Tuckston.
L. Dow Coggins, P.C.; L.G. Johnson, P.E.
1895 - 1897

J.M. Sewell, P.C.; W.P. Lovejoy, P.E.

At 3rd Q.C., held at Bethel on July 6, 1895, “Complaint was made that so few members attend
the Quarterly Conference. Requested the P.C. to see members who do not attend.” Also “…We
have a good S.S. at Princeton…” “…The church at Princeton had a good revival…”
At 4th Q.C., “The operations of the Woman’s Missionary Society is having a good influence on
may of our people. The …Young People Society - known as “The Way Side Gleaners” in our
midst has 25 regular members and sixteen honory [sic] members, and is doing grand missionary
work. These young members, and children are not only raising missionary money, but they are
sowing and cultivating the missionary spirit…”
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“Only one Epworth League has been organized yet. This at Princeton and has had some
meetings of interest since last O.C…” “An Epworth League at Princeton gives promise of much
good. They have recently started up, helped by some of the League workers of First Church
Athens.
Assessments for Pastor and Presiding Elder for 1895 - 1896:
Princeton…………$50.00
Bogart……………..25.00
Tuckston…………..50.00
Whitehall………….75.00
Bethel……………..15.00
Total

215.00

P.C.

190.00

P.E.

25.00

Church Membership:
1895.………..326
1896.………..320
1897.………..360
1898 - 1899 No records

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1900 - 1912
During this time period there are very few records from 1900-1909. In 1908 J.F. Davis was the
P.C.(Pastor in Charge) and W.L. Pierce was P.E.(Presiding Elder). The first Q.C. Quarterly
Conference met August 14, 1908 and Henry L. Oldham was secretary.
1910 John L. Franklin, P.C. and W.L. Pierce, P.E. The churches on the charge were: Sewell
Chapel, Temple, Whitehall and Princeton. Stewards at Princeton were: Henry J. Oldham, L.J.
Hemrick and D.N. Burger. Sunday School Superintendent: Henry J. Oldham.
From the P.C. reporter: “…The general state of the Church is good while our revival meetings
resulted in but few additions on proffession [sic] of faith, yet the churches are greatly revived.
And inspiried [sic] to go greater things in the future.”
1911 Princeton, Sewell Chapel, Bogart, Whitehall, Barnett Shoals, and Temple make up the
charge. From P.C. “The general state of the Church is better than we have known it before.
…The services well attended.”
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Trustees report “…one Church building on five ackers [sic] of land with it simatory [sic]
situtated [sic] on the land- Parsonage value $700.00.
Turstees [sic] were: L.J. Hemrick, W.W. Duncan and H.C. Couch.
Pastor’s salary apportioned: $365.00 received $308.00
Princeton paid $125.00
The P.C. had an interesting way to raise money for missions. “Since the first Q.C. I have
secured pledges from about 40 of the ladies of the church to consecrate one hen to the Lord
giving the proceeds to the Mission cause. They are all taking a great deal of interest in the work
and prospects now are that the mission assessment will be more than paid in this way…” The
assessement [sic] was, Foreign Missions $31.00, paid $31.00 and Domestic Missions $28.00
paid $28.00.
1912 Princeton, Sewell Chapel, Bogart, Temple, Whitehall and Barnett Shoals are the Churches
on the Charge. Membership of the charge was 411, with average Sunday School attendance of
150-”…S.S. at Princeton is doing a good work … our superintendents are faithful. The
Superintendents of Educations were L.J. Hemrick, W.W. Duncan, H.C. Couch. Henry J.
Oldham was the Superintendent of the Sunday School.
Question was asked at the Q.C. :”Mr. Chairman, Has the quarterly conference got any control of
a church lot of land if the deed has not the trust clause in it.”
Answer: “If the deed is made to the trustees elected by the quarterly conference the quarterly
conference controls the property.” B.B. Allen P.C.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1913 - 1915
1913 Churches on the Charge were: Princeton, Tuckston, Bogart, Whitehall and Sewells Chapel.
Charge membership 365 - S.S. average attendance 150.
At the first Q.C. held at “lst Church Athens,” January 15, 1913, “The Q.C. by vote authorized
the trustees of Princeton Church to set apart some of the ground of the church for burial purposes
under rules and regulations to be sumitted [sic] to next Q.C.” The 2nd Q.C. was held at Tuckston
on March 8, 1913 mention is made of a report of the trustees is noted but no copy of the “rules
and regulation” can be found.
In June 1913 Mrs. Hattie F. Hale (mother of Talmadge Hale) bought a tract of land from Mrs.
Ida Bramblett (Edwin Bramblett’s grandmother) that adjoined land owned by Clifford M. Waters
(Don Shackelford’s grandfather) for the purpose of building a church parsonage for Princeton.

1914 Marvin A. Franklin, P.C. and B.P. Allen, P.E.
Marvin A. Franklin was later elected a Bishop in the M.E.C., South
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Marvin said at the 3rd Q.C., “…The school at Princeton is in right good condition it has
improved some. During the revival at Princeton there were special young people and children
services.”
“We had a very gracious revival at Princeton in which we were well assisted by Rev. A.A.
Sullivan. Our congregation at this place are very good. We do not have a large congregation.”
Stewards at Princeton: L.J. Hemrick, W.W. Duncan, J.R. Hale, J.H. Couch, H.J. Oldham, J.D.
Oldham, Joe Dunaway.
Trustees were: L.J. Hermick, W.W. Duncan, H.C. Couch.
J.R. Hale was elected exhorter.
Membership of the charge was 371.
1915 Princeton, Temple, Barnett Shoals. Membership 228
Marvin A. Franklin, P.C.; B.P. Allen, D.D.,P.E.;
Junior Preachers: W. A. Woodruff (Temple) and B.H. Smith (Barnett Shoals)
Delegate to District Conference - J.R. Hale
“…Our Sunday School at Princeton has a good enrollment and the attendance has been very
good in view of the weather we have had. …we have had no special services for the children.”
Sunday School enrollment 163 with average attendance of 75. Sunday School raised the
greater part of the mission assessment of the church this year.
Epworth League was reorganized on October 9,1915 with 20 members. They were in charge of
Sunday Evening Worship on October 17, 1915.
Trustees reported repairs to the church and grounds of $4.00 and value of building and grounds
of $l,000.00.
Stewards for 1915-16 were: L.J. Hemrick, J.R. Hale, J.D. Oldham, H.J. Oldham, Joe Dunaway,
J.H. Couch.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1916 - 1917
1916 Princeton Charge: Princeton, Temple, Bogart, Whitehall, Barnett Shoals. Charge
membership 335 - W.A. Woodruff, P.C.; S.P. Wiggans, P.E.
At the 1st Q.C., S.S. average attendance over 100. “Princeton S.S. has increased in interest as
well as attendance during the quarter…we are…working and praying for growth this year.”
January 30,1916
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At 2nd Q.C., “Children Day was observed with good results considering the rainy day. Offering
$5.00.
The Clarke County Sunday School Convention was held on October 14-15,1916 at Princeton.
“It brought inspiration as well as information.”
Sunday School membership 150 with 12 officers and teachers.
Stewards: H.J. Oldham, J.D. Oldham, J.H. Couch, J.R. Hale, J.H. Allen, L.J. Hemrick, J. O.
Graves.
Charge Lay Leader - H.J. Oldham.
Trustees were: L.J. Hermick, W.W. Duncan, J.A. Wallace.
Trustees reported, “Nothing spent on church this year, value of building and grounds - $700.00.
No insurance carried, hence no insurance payments.”
1917 Princeton Charge: Princeton, Bogart, Whitehall, Barnett Shoals. Charge membership 476.
W.A. Woodruff, P.C.; S.P. Wiggins, P.E.; and B.H. Smith, junior preacher. Recording Steward
- J.R. Hale; District Steward - H.J. Oldham; Charge Lay Leader - J.H. Couch; District
Conference Delegates: J.H. Couch and W.H. Hermick.
- Alternates: J.H. Allen and N.E. Hill
At the 3rd Q.C. on August 12, 1917 - “Authority given trustees of Princeton Church to make deed
to property held as security for certain money loaned. Committee H.J. Oldham and J.H. Couch.”
November 3, 1917 - “The addition of 6 S.S. rooms to the building at Princeton came at an
opportune time for there is… a great increase in the population of the community.”

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1918 - 1921
1918 Churches: Princeton, Bogart, Barnett Shoals - Membership 424 W.B. Mills, P.C.; S.P.
Wiggins, P.E.; S.H. Smith, junior preacher.
“The young people of ours are showing their loyalty and devotion in many ways. For instance
on Thanksgiving Day we held a very profitable service at their suggestion, and again on
Christmas Day. These two services were of great valve to both young people. About half our
folks attend all services of the church.”
“Quite a number of our boys are in the service of our country, and more are to follow…We hope
in the near future to institute a service flag in honor of these and others who will follow.”
“We have organized at Princeton twenty boys into the Boy Scouts of America. These boys are
grasping fundamental principles that will in after years prove valuable.”
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1918 S.S. enrollment 130, Home Department enrollment - 45; Candle [sic] Roll enrollment-20
there are 11 officers and teachers.
“The home department at Princeton is doing a splendid work each Tuesday and Thursday night Respectively Bro. Hale the Supt. Holds services in the homes of the people. The Sunday School
lesson is discussed and a very profitable occasion it is.”
1919 Churches: Princeton, Bogart, and Whitehall.
W.B. Mills, P.C.; S.P. Wiggins, P.E.; Recording Steward, J.R. Hale.
Princeton Church Lay Leader - J.H. Couch
1920 Churches: Princeton, Bogart, Barnett Shoals, Temple, Whitehall. W.B. England, P.C.;
G.F. Venable, P.E.; A.C. Adams, Asst. Pastor.
At the first Q.C., “Church showed a marked increase in attendance which is very encouraging
sign.” H.J. Oldham, Sunday School Superintendent, reported that they were 10 officers and
teachers. Enrollment is 182 with 40 in the Home Department and 22 on the Candle [sic] Roll.
Called Quarterly Conference, December 4, 1920, at Athens 1st. Called to consider proposed
lease of Whitehall Church to Whitehall Mill Co. for five years. Passed at lst. Q.C. January 2,
1921 by vote of 3 to 2.
1921 Churches: Princeton, Barnett Shoals, Temple, Whitehall. C.N. Hayes, P.C.; G.F. Venable,
P.E.; N.J. Polk, junior preacher. Sunday School average attendance 79 - Orphan Home
$16.16.
Centenary [sic] Fund Pledged $1,425.25, Miss Sallie Giles, sectary [sic].
Charge Trustees reported that the deeds are recorded:
Church
County
Book

Page

Princeton
Whitehall
Temple

332
226
156

Clarke County
Clarke County
Oglethorpe

DDF
MM
CC

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1922 - 1926
1922 Churches: Princeton, Barnett Shoals, Temple, Whitehall
C.N. Haynes, P.C.; G.F. Venable, P.C.;
Sunday School enrollment - 153; Orphan Home Offering $20.50.
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The first Woman Society of Princeton, “…There is also an organization of a woman’s society at
Princeton.”
1923 Churches: Princeton, Barnett Shoals, Temple, Whitehall, Whitehall Chapel. Membership
387, C.N. Haynes, P.C. (sick part of the year); G.F. Venable, P.E.. Pastor’s salary $460.00.
Princeton S.S. enrollment 89 with average attendance of 35.
At the 4th Q.C. “…we are thankful to be able to report that we have an Epworth League on this
charge. It is at Princeton and has started off well and seems to have bright prospects before it. It
was organized with fifty-four members. Robert Hamilton, President until May 1924. Then
Arthur S. Oldham was president.
1924 - B.C. Matteson, P.C.; Walter S. Robinson, P.E.; N.J. Polk, Asst. Pastor. Charge
membership - 421; Pastor’s salary - $602.00.
Princeton S.S. enrollment 88 with average attendance of 56. Orphan Home Offering $19.00.
“…Epworth League at Princeton which is doing fine work.” Epworth League - Blauche Hays
Chapter No. 12962 with membership of 36.
1925 - 1926 Churches: Princeton, Barnett Shoals, Temple, Whitehall, Beulah Heights. Charge
membership 445. Charge Lay Leader - H.J. Oldham, reports “…marked increase in attendance
over last year…”
Princeton S.S. enrollment 76 with average attendance of 50. H.J. Oldham S.S. Superintendent.
Mrs. H.A. Haygood, retiring President of Woman’s Missionary Society. “…we have a splendid
Woman’s Missionary Society at Princeton.” Members on roll 17, as reported by Mrs. J.M.
Pearman.
Mrs. R.L. Holmes, President of Epworth League. Membership of 39. They won the attendance
award in The Clarke County Epworth League for October and placed 2nd in November,
December and January.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1927 - 1936
1927 to 1932 we have no Quarterly Conference records.
Year
1926
1927-30
1931-32

Pastor

Presiding Elder

Charles A. Dougherty
R. Parks Segars
B.C. Kerr

Walter S. Robinson
J. Lee Allgood
J.W. Veatch
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1933-1936 Jack W. Nichols, P.C.; J.W. Vestch,P.E.
Preaching schedule:
First Sunday………………..Princeton
Second Sunday……………..Whitehall
Third Sunday……………….Rays
Fourth Sunday…………….. Temple
“The Epworth Leagues have been reorganized on the new plan, as Young Peoples Departments.”
“The general state of the charge is very good, the spiritual fire having burned low in places we
find great opportunities to work for our master.” “The financial state of the charge is not the best
but we hope to have a good report for the closing of the year.” J.W. Nichols P.C. Report 1934.
“The years results are not all they might have been, we acknowledge our failure in humble
humilation,[sic] but covenanting with God and praying for Divine Guidance we shall use our
failure and mistakes as stepping stones to higher relms [sic] of service in God’s Kingdom.”
Pastor’s Report - 1935/36.
Trustees: R.D. Hamilton, C.G. Jones, J.H. Allen, H.J. Oldham, and W.W. Duncan.
Stewards: R.D. Hamilton, C.G. Jones, W.A. Shaw, R.W. Parr, H.J. Oldham, A.S. Oldham,
C.M. Waters, Mrs. Roy Holmes, Miss Mary Pledger, Miss Flourine [sic] Shackelford.
Young Peoples Department:
Roy Parr, General Supt.; Steve Shackelford, asst.
Adult Division - O.S. Oldham
Young People - Mrs. R.T. Holmes
Children - Mrs. O.S. Oldham
“The general financial and spiritual state of the church is very good…The pastor is very grateful
to the faithful laborers of the charge who are so nobly working, praying and cooperating with
him in the furtherance of the coming Kingdom.”
Charge Wide - 1936
1. 74 proffession [sic] of faith
2. Two young men have given their lives to the ministry.
3. Evangelistic Club organized - Men’s “Prayer Circle.”
4. Two pianos [sic] and 150 song books have been added.
5. Benevolences raised 20% and pain [sic] in full.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1937 - 1940
1937 W.C. Bowen, P.C.; M.M. Maxwell, P.E.
“Princeton church has raised about $50.00 and assisted in paying hospital bills for our members
here.”
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1939 - 1940 Churches: Princeton, Temple, Whitehall
W.C. Bowen, P.C.; C.L. Middlebrooks, P.E.; Pastor’s salary $481.00
Charge membership - 468.
Woman’s Missionary Society, “…had a splendid year.” Mrs. Robert Hamilton, President Membership 31 with average attendance of 8.
Young People’s Department - Miss Bessie Burger, President with 39 members and average
attendance of 25.
Church Parsonage - On January 20, 1939, Clifford M. Waters (father of Edna W. Shackelford)
bought the tract from Mrs. Hattie F. Hale and that same day donated a lot (now 2146 S. Lumpkin
St.) off the tract to Princeton UMC to be used by the church for as long as the church kept the
parsonage in that location.
Christian Literature reported subscription to the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Wesleyan Christian Advocate ……..50
Upper Room ……………………….10
World Outlook………………………4
Nashville Advocate …………………1

Trustees reported:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Repairs of ……………………$ 25.00
Value of parsonage…………..$2,500.00
Value of Church ……………..$2,500.00
Insurance on Church…………$l,000.00
Insurance on Parsonage……..$l,200.00
Premiums……………………$ 21.00

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1941 - 1944

1941/43 James H. Craver, P.C.; J. Hamby Barton, P.E.
Princeton Charge: Princeton, Whitehall, & Temple Pastor Reported, “A good year spiritual and finacily [sic]”
Princeton membership:
Church: actve [sic]……….319
Sunday School………108
W.S.C.S………………22
Youth Fellowship…….20

inactive………………….90
Average attendance……..80
Gave for Mission work..$96.00
Margaret Dulaney, President
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Church School Superintendent: Robert D. Hamilton
Board of Christian Education: Roy Parr
Pastoral Relations Committee: A.S. Oldham, R.D. Hamilton, and J.S. Shackelford who was also
delegate to Annual Conference.
From pastor’s report, August 30, l942, “The Church Property is being improved… The work on
the Church School plant at Princeton is being continued and we are looking to its completion.
Trustees: J.H. Allen, J.H. Couch, H.J. Oldham
Steward: C.W. Bowden, J.W. Cunningham, N.H. Cartey, A. Jack Cofer, Richard Couch, J.H.
Couch, J.L. Elder, J. Roy Hamilton, R.D. Hamilton, Mrs. R.T. Holmes, Cecil Jones, C.G. Jones,
Felix Lloyd, A.S. Oldham, Roy Parr, Robert Pledger, J. Steve Shackelford, W.A. Shaw, C. M.
Waters.
1943/44 Shelton E. Adams, P.C.; J.H. Barton, P.E.;
Arthur J. Moore, Bishop; Princeton Membership - 320(inactive 90)
“…We have placed new Methodist Hymnals in our Princeton Church…”
“One Infant Baptized Infant son of Mr. & Mrs. Roy Parr”
SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND TEACHERS 1943-44:
General Superintendent…………………………..Robert D. Hamilton
General Treasurer………………………………...Miss Martha Milligan
Beginners Teacher………………………………..Mrs. R.J. Holmes
Primaries Teacher………………………………...Miss Alberta Williams
Juniors Teacher……………………………….......Mrs.R.D. Hamilton
Intermediates Teacher…………………………….Roy Parr
President Youth Division…………………………Miss Rolyn Bramblett
Counselor Youth Division………………………..J.S.Shackelford
From pastor’s report: “One active W.S.C.S. at Princeton doing splendid work.”
“The Youth Fellowship at Princeton is doing unusually fine work both in the church and the
community.”

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1944 - 1945
1944 - 1945 Edgar A. Padgett, P.C.; J.H. Barton, P.E.;
Arthur J. Moore, Bishop; Charge membership 346 with 88 inactive.
Churches: Princeton, Temple, and Whitehall
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“The Membership Committee at Princeton is revising the roll of members, and transcribing it
into a new book.”
“The assemble-room in the church basement here is being finished so that the young people will
have a place for their meetings. Work is almost completed. Young People assist in the choir,
help as ushers, and are active in their program.” Pastor’s report, November 1, 1944.
Laymen’s Day was observed, February 25, 1945. “In May Princeton will hold its annual revival
meeting at the same time other Protestant churches in Athens are engaged in revival campaigns.”
Wesleyan Christian Advocate quote 20, and 41 subscriptions.
“Whitehall is classified as a preaching place, not strong enough to be called a church and will
assume no regular budget.”
“The state of the church at Whitehall is poor. Attendance is meager. Financial support is
weak.(1945)”
“The W.S.C.S. has put an inlaid linoleum covering on the parsonage kitchen floor, and plans to
cover also the hall and bathroom.”
“The stewards have voted to paint the outside of Princeton Church and materials are on hand for
two coats.”
“The revival meeting at Princeton was one of the outstanding events of the year(1945).
Unusually large crowds came, and many were saved. An excellent spirit prevailed among the
membership.”
We have rejoiced at the prospect of peace in the world, and are looking toward adequately filling
our place in these communities as we enter the gigantic rehabilitation of the earth.”

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1946 - 1950
1946/47 James Matthews, P.C.; Horach [sic] S.Smith, P.E.; Arthur J. Moore, Bishop; Princeton
membership 348(88 inactive).
Pastor salary:

l946.……$844.48;

l947.……$1019.00

W.S.C.S. membership - 8; Paid for mission work $50.00
Children’s Home Offering - $237.00
1948 Marion Sherrill, P.C.; Horach [sic] S. Smith, P.E.; Arthur J. Moore, Bishop; Pastor’s
Salary $885.00
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From the Pastor’s report, “At Princeton the W.S.C.S. is active and a great help to the church. A
Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) has been organized with is very active. The young people
of the church are very enthusiastic over it and are working hard to make a great success of it. It
has got off to a wonderful start. We fell [sic] that it will be a great help to the church. A
fellowship night is held once a month at the church for the entire church. Some kind of supper is
had at this fellowship which is enjoyed by all. Some repair work had been done on the roof
which puts the building in good condition.”
Some of the people joining during this time were:
Miss Ann Hamilton
Master Jimmy Hamilton
Miss Gloria Landrum
Miss Freda Huff
Miss Joyce Huff
Miss Jean Messer

Master Donald Shackelford
Master Roger Landrum
Miss Toula Cofer
Miss Rita Loyd
Miss Shirley Loyd

1949/50 Pleman Folds, P.C., Horach S. Smith, P.E.; Arthur J. Moore, Bishop.
Churches: Princeton, Temple -( Whitehall closed).
Princeton Charge Membership - 447 with 111 inactive
Princeton S.S. enrollment 97 - average attendance of 55. “The Sunday School is well organized
and functions smoothly and this is largely due to the untiring effort of the Superintendent: Roy
Parr…”
Children’s Home Offering $233.l0
“Scouting program…is planned to be broadened.”
“Princeton W.S.C.S. ( Woman Society of Christian Service) is doing a fine local work.” “The
WSCS…,though small in membership IS carrying a full load in respects to their obligations…”
The Princeton MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship) is active both locally and in the sub-district.”

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1951 - 1954
1951 - 1954 J. Ray Dunahoo, P.C.
On November 11, 1951, at 2nd, Q.C., “…We would like to express our appreciation and thanks to
Brother Luther Glass for his donation to Princeton Church, of the oil furnace, and we would like
to extend our gratitude to Brother Steve Shackelford and William Shaw for their work in the
installation of the furnance [sic]…”
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“In response to the World Wide plea for personal evangelism and fellowship, the Princeton
Church has organized an Adult Methodist Fellowship Group; motivated to promote community
wide brotherhood and in answer to the call of “Seek Those That Are Lost.” Also there has been
recently organized within the church a younger children’s group which was inspired to teach
younger children the worship and study of work of the church.”
March 5,1952, 3rd, Q.C., The adult fellowship group had been very active since its organization,
their most recent project being that of sending a box of fruit each week to the aged or needy of
the community.”
Also,”…Princeton Church has made a complete religious census of the community. The M.Y.F.
of Princeton assumed the obligation of meeting the assessment apportioned to the church of the
Camp Glisson fund. The funds were raised by a box supper and community talent program.
Every one had wholesome recreation and the amount of money was raised. Our fund for the
charge has been mailed in.”
Our local preaxher [sic], Horace Couch volunteered to preach at Temple each 2nd Sunday. We
are appreciative to him for this added service each month.”
Homecoming was May 18, 1952, “…we had a wonderful day and our morning address was
brought by the Rev. B.C. Kerr.”
At 2nd, Q.C., January 9, 1953, “Adult Fellowship from Princeton held services at the County
Farm on the second Sunday in Dec. The ladies visited the home for the aged, where they read
scripture, had prayer, gave each one fruit or candy and came away with a great blessing. The
men went to the prison and there we sing [sic], had prayer, testimony and a sermon by the
pastor.”
“…The Princeton W.S.C.S. has a new offspring, recently at one of their meetings there was
organized a W.S.G. for the younger ladies of the church and they have begun a fine work.”
“The Henry J. Oldham Women’s Sunday School class had presented $100 to the church…for the
building fund of the furure [sic] church…in memory of Mr. Oldham who passed away in July
(1953).
“The interior has just been repainted, and the painting was a surprise to the members of the
church. Brother Bill Allen slipped in and painted the main auditorium withour [sic] our
knowledge. Both paint and labor was donated to the church…in memory of his mother and
father M/M Edd Allen.”

35

History of Princeton United Methodist Church
175th Celebration – May 2, 2010
HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1955 - 1956
1955 Timmons Eugene Scott, P.C.
“…Princeton has made a big step by wanting to go full time, which is not impossible. Athens is
growing and Methodism should, especially at Princeton and surrounding neighborhood…”, June
3, 1956. Pastor’s Report.
Church Officers:
Church Treasurer: Richard Couch.
Trustees: Robert Hamilton(56), J.Frank Huff(58), Authur Oldham(57)
President W.S.C.S. - Mrs. Sallie Huff
President W.S.G. - Mrs. Charlotte Johnson
President M.Y.F. - Warren Huff
Church School Superintendent - Roy W. Parr; Average Attendance 105
Stewards: Allen Bishop, Hershel Doster, James E. Hale, Roy Hamilton, Cecil Jones, Coleman
Loyd, Robert Pledger, Steve Shackelford, W.A. Shaw, Jack McElhannon, Mrs. Henry Oldham
1956/57 Charles W. Naish, Jr., P.C.; J.C. Callaway, D.S.
First year as a full time Station Church
Membership: Church - 226; Sunday School - 104
On October 21, 1956, at first Q.C., “We have organized a Building Committee and they would
like this Conference to approve the building program for the new church. This is a fine
committee with Roy Parr as Chairman. We are expecting to see some development in the very
near future.” The Q.C. “authority given Building Committee to proceed with new church”; W.A.
Shaw, secretary
“We have organized the Methodist Men’s Club and have fine group of officers which promise
much spiritual leadership for our church.”
President MM - Allen Bishop; Membership - 28
“Our MYF has been reactivated. We have fine youth leaders. They now have recreation and
refreshments on Sunday night.”
At 4th Q.C., it was reported, “…We hit a snag in our Building Program due to the fact that we
could not get clear title to the property for the building site.”
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1957 - 1960
1957/60 J. Leroy Smith, P.C.
From Pastor’s Reports:
August 13,1958: “We have started another year for our Lord with a great deal of enthusiasm.
We have gotten the last signature for the additional property which we are to build our new
Church building. Out [sic] peple [sic] are very interested in the work of God and His Church. I
am sure in the near future we will a beautiful Church in which to worship our Lord…Mr. Robert
Hamilton and wife reported they had a good time at Layman’s Conference at Lake
Junaluska…All the organization of the Church are active in their work. We have good leades
[sic] in our Church and they are doing a good work.”
May 16, 1959: “Again we come to the last of another year, one which has been a good year for
our church. Let us briefly review…Three of our Church School teachers attended the Children’s
Workers Conference at Camp Glisson. They were: Mrs. Robert Hamilton, Mrs.A.S. Oldham,
and Mrs. Richard Couch. These ladies, along with the other fine techers [sic] in our church
school, are going a good work. Our Church School attendance is increasing each Sunday. We
feel it is because the teachers are prepared to teach the message of Christ. Our Church Worship
services in the morning and evening are growing. May God continue to bless us in our
work…Our Church had eight persons to attend the Christian Workers School,…Our Church for
the first time, is working on the every member canvas. We have started the pledge system which
is working out very good. We now have a unified budget for Church School and Church…Our
church Building Fund is growing more rapidly than ever before, but we would like for it to do
better. It is hoped that the plans will be completed and the grading done in the next few weeks.
Let us put God first in our lives and He will shower His blessings upon us. May God bless our
labors.”
August 4,1959, “This year is going to be the best year for the Glory of God in our Church. Each
person in our Church desires this I am sure they are working hard to bring it about…We have
had a lot of sickness in our Church for the past few months. Most of these people are back in
their homes and doing fine. We still want to remember them in our prayers and especially those
who are still sick…May our aim be to let God use this year in the way that He sîs fit. If we will
do this I am sure each of us will be very happy.”
Woman’s Society of Christian Service, W.S.C.S.” Membership - 15
Wesleyan Service Guild, W.S.G.; Membership - 14
Presidents M.Y.F. - Jerry Shaw(57); Henry Oldham(58); Linda Jones(60)
Roy W. Parr; Honored for his 25 years of service as S.S. Superintendent on March 6, 1958.
Perfect Attendance Pins were awarded to Estelle & Mary Pledger, Dorthy [sic] & Henry Dottery,
Joan Dottery, Larry Parr, LeRoy Smith, and Robert Hamilton.
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1960 – 1963

1960/63 Cecil W. Page, P.C
From Pastor’s Reports:
May 1, 1958: “This report covers practically the total church year. This has been a most active
year in the history of the Princeton Church. The contact for the new church, long anticipated
was let on Saturday, September 17, 1960 (Ground Breaking Ceremonies were held September
18th) and the new church completed and occupied in January of 1961. (Open House was held on
March 5, 1961) With grateful hearts and thanksgiving to God for his blessings the Princeton
Church looks forward from this year to becoming a more effective servent [sic] of Christ and the
Kingdom. The cooperation of the people and their generous giving of time and means have
made this new building possible. All organizations within the church have cooperated
wholeheartedly in the work completed and now going on. There is a keen desire on the part of
the leadership of the church now to deepen the spiritual quality of our work and the total
program….”
Building Committee: Roy Parr, Chairman, Robert Hamilton, J. Steve Shackelford, Allen Bishop,
Charles Davis, James E. Hale, W. A. Shaw, W. H. Dottery, Richard Couch, J. Frank Huff, J. Roy
Hamilton, and Rev. Cecil Page.
“Heirs of the late Martha Thompson deeded the property on which the New Princeton Methodist
Church is now located also property was purchased from the Smith family.
Trustees: Roy W. Parr, Robert D. Hamilton, J. Frank Huff.
March 8, 1961 at a called meeting of the Trustees a motion was made”….to negociate [sic] a
temporary loan … in the amount of $800.00 to pay off the remaining balance of Mrs. J. O. Smith
property.”
Deeds are recorded in Clerk’s Office Clarke County:
PROPERTY

BOOK

Old Church
88
Old Church
DD
Smith Property
191
Thompson Property 155
Thompson Properties 188

PAGE
23
322
404
24
267, 268, 270 461

“We end this reporting period and this year with high ambitions and great trust in God for a
successful year ahead for the Kingdom and for Princeton. In this Aldersgate year, we have
learned of the “heartwarming” experience of John Wesley anew, and we look with thanksgiving
to God for giving us a place to serve in this great church. Surely, among the people called
Methodist at Princeton, the Spirit of God is working.”
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1963 - 1966
1963/66 Herbert A. Owen, P.C.
From Pastor’s Report, September 10, 1964, “ …We had a very interesting and helpful Labor
Day service, with members asked to wear their “working clothes.” A tabulation of the various
occupations was made at the service; Princeton has a very good cross-section of employed
persons…”
From Church Lay Leader Report for April 29, 1965, “Had a number of hash sales and used the
money for the following: insulation of church, two 220 (volt) electric hearters [sic], $100.00 for
choir robes, $25.00 for bible school, gravel for church drive, cleaning up cemetery. The men’s
club is responsible for the weekly cleaning of the church.” Donald B. Parr, Church Lay Leader.
From Pastor’s Report, April 29, 1965, “In Missions, it has been a very fine year…We have given
something to every lane of the Four Lane Highway of Missionary Giving, plus special gifts to a
school in India and to the Ethel Harpst Home. There were some gifts to local needs.”
From October 6, 1965, Pastor’s Report: “One of the most significant things to report …is the
transfer of the (title) deed to the parsonage into the hands of our trustees here at Princeton. For
an agreed sum, the previous holder of the deed agreed to transfer it to us and to cancel all the
revisionary aspects of the older deed. We are now in complete control of the property and
grounds. The pastor urgently recommends that we proceed immediately to the securing of a new
parsonage (after the disposal of the old one at a resonable [sic] price). With the new parsonage, a
major step will have been taken in the growth and progress – and future progress of Princeton.”
PROSPECT FOR THE FUTURE: The people of Princeton work well together, they love the
Church, and the leaders [sic] are faithful. If the membership will address itself more urgently to
the task of evangelism—seek new families, to the improvement of its facilities and the program,
and to larger involvement in the community … there is a good future for Princeton.”
Church Parsonage – On September 29, 1965, Clifford M. Waters sold the parsonage lot ($500) to
the church so that the land and parsonage could be sold. The Trustees took the proceeds from
the sale and applied them to purchasing a home from William Fleeman located at 290 Pinewood
Circle off Timothy Road in Athens, GA for a parsonage.
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1966 - 1967
1966/67 J. Ray Thompson, P.C
Average Morning Worship Attendance – 90
Church School Membership: 138 - Average Attendance: 92
Woman’s Society of Christian Service: 8 members
Wesleyan Service Guild: 15 members
From Pastor’s Report: “…The Official Board of the Church is well organized and is carrying on
the work of the church in a good way.”
“The WSCS and Wesleyan Service Guild is still doing good work in the Church, holding regular
meetings, and study courses.”
“We are hoping to get the Men’s Club to hold meetings. It has been inactive, but plans to hold a
meeting Saturday night…”
“At the present time the MYF is only meeting once each month, but is having a good program,
with visiting speakers and recreation. We thank…the ladies of the church who provide
refreshments for our young people each month.”
“We had the Venture In Faith program this spring with Brother J.C. Christian as our visiting
speaker….The spiritual state of the church seems to be good. We have been having good
attendance at our Church School and morning worship each Sunday, but we are not having
attendance at night that we ought to have. This is cause for concern in the church.”
Since last report a new sink and cabinet has been installed in the parsonage and new table and
counter covering has been installed. We appreciate this very much. The Committee is still
working on the New Parsonage project, and hope to get something about the new parsonage in
the near future.
“We are receiving an offering toward a new parsonage each month, which will hold in this
project.”
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1967 - 1972
1967/72 William A. Maxey, P. C
From Pastor’s Report, October 5, 1967, “…Our evangelistic outreach is improving each day
under the good and capable leadership of Jimmy Hale, Chairman of the Commission On
Membership & Evangelism. I hope this will be our main thrust this conference year. This is
absolutely imperative for the future life of Princeton church…We had an excellent Vaction [sic]
Church School this summer under the direction of Mrs. A.S. Oldham, and a good staff of
teachers…Our treasurer, Mr. Richard Couch, does a tremendous job of handling the money of
our church. And to him we owe a deep debt of gratitude for endless hours he spends on this
job…We are hoping to obtain a new parsonage sometimes in the NEAR FUTURE, I
hope…Plans are presently under way to have a Lay Witness Mission in our church. I think this
can do more to advance and enrich our fellowship, and deepen the spiritual life of our Church,
than any other single endeavor…We must continue to think in terms of evangelizing our
community. We also need to under take some plan of speeding up the process of paying off our
building debt, so we can turn our attention to the construction of a new Sanctuary. With God’s
help, and our work, this CAN BE accomplished…If we will all work together, I am sure we will
see a great advance for the cause of Christ here at Princeton. The challenge is thrown to us.
What is our response?”
Special Quarterly Conference, February 16, 1968: Held “…for the purpose of electing a
parsonage building committee. Members: Allen Bishop, Ed Bramblett, Warren Huff, Donald
Parr, Steve Shackleford.
From Report Commission On Worship, May 30, 1968, “A new baptismal font presented by the
Henry Couch family.”
From Pastor’s Report, October 1, 1968, “…our grounds have recently been landscaped and
grassed in front of the church. Our new parsonage has been purchased, and is now in use
(investment of approximately $31,000.00 including furnishings). A centeral [sic] air-condition
unit has been ordered for the lower floor of this building…”
Commission On Worship Report, May 26, 1969, “We have installed new kneeling pads and altar
rail curtains.”
From Composite Report, October 14, 1969: “The most significant thing that has happened
Spiritually is that we sent one of our young men, Mr. Ray Lott, to the Candler School of
Theology…Also Mr. Lott was recently appointed as the pastor of the Rico United Methodist
Church…It is uplifting to all our church is such that it aids a person in responding to God’s call
and claim upon his life…this summer our church organized a Ladies Softball Team…our church
is in the process of organizing a Bowling Team…The emphasis on sports here at Princeton has
tended to bring together…a membership that is some what scattered. Also, we have been able to
involue [sic]youth and adults alike in these activities…”
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From Composite Report, April 1, 1971: “…A Scholarship Fund was established last summer by
our Administrative Board of aid our choir director, Mr. Paik, in his schooling this year…a total
of $197.00 has been contributed…A MISSION EMPHASIS NIGHT was observed…Sunday
evening, March 21, 1971…Out [sic] speaker…Miss Louise Miller, a former missionary to
Korea for 40 years. We had about 15 to 20 Koreans as our special guests…Our Wesleyan
Service Guild and W.S.C.S. provided refreshments for the fellowship hour which followed…Our
Church nursery…was painted, toys and furniture were painted and repaired, a new carpet was
purchased and installed, and very soon and air-conditioner will be installed. All the work has
been made possible by ….the Pacesetter class, the Robert D. Hamilton class, and the Men’s
Bible Class…In June 1970 after 9 l/2 years of work and giving, our educational building debt
was paid off in full. Since that time over $4000.00 has accumulated in our New Sanctuary
Fund…At the present time we owe approximately $4000.00 on our parsonage…Our U.M.Y.F.
has been active under the direction and capable leadership of their counselors, Mr. and Mrs.
Donald Parr and Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Couch. The U.M.Y.F. membership is …12…A Sponge
Plunge was held in conjuction [sic] with the North Georgia Conference U.M.Y.F. emphasis on
The Youth Service Fund…Equipment has been purchased for basketball, volleyball, and
horseshoes…The Greatest day of the year for us at Princeton was DEDICATION DAY, March
21, 1971. We were privileged to have Bishop and Mrs. Smith and Rev. and Mrs. Cherry with us
for this most important day…After the dedication service a delicious lunch, prepared by the
women of the church, was enjoyed by all.”
From Composite Report, January 30, 1972:”…The real highlight of our year was the purchase of
our new organ in November. We are now the proud owners of a new Allen Computer
Organ…cost…$5,780.00…At the present time, we owe only about $2,200.00 on our new
organ…At the present time we owe only about $900.00 on our new parsonage. Our parsonage
debt will be paid off during he month of March…paid for our parsonage in 3 l/2 years.”

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

1972 - 1976

1972/76 Oscar D. Crosby, Jr., P.C
From Pastor’s Report, October 9, 1973, “…Princeton has been blessed with a uear [sic] of many
achievements…much has been done and the Church has been benefited by those commitments
made by its people and guided by the Holy Spirit…the youth of our Church are a fine group of
young people contributing greatly to our Church life. We should be deeply grateful to them for
the work they are doing and the Spiritual Life they bring to us…the re-establishment of a
children’s Activities Week, or Vaction [sic] Church School…A Confirmation Class was
held…this past Lenten Season for two children and one older youth…
From UMW Report, November 1972 to October 1973, Lucille Cocuh [sic], President: “This has
been a year of celebration. The ending of the two socities [sic] –the W.S.C.S. and W.S.G.
uniting into one – the U.M.W. whose purpose is “to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative supportive fellowship, and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the Global Ministries of the Church”..”.
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Lay Leader Report, October 9, 1973, Donald Shackelford, Lay Leader:”…Key 73 was kicked
off early in the year. Noon prayer was obderved [sic]. A Saturday morning Bible Study Group
and prayer group was formed…An Easter Egg Hunt was held for the children on Saturday. And
the annual Easter sunrise service was held at Ivey’s Lake with Friendship Presbyterian Church
and Edward’s Chapel Baptist Church…The Methodist Men…had the pulpit-end of the Sanctuary
(fellowship hall) paneled and embellished with a wooden cross…The United Methodist Women
sponsored a three day church-wide study of the book of Romans…Princeton participed [sic] in
the Billy Graham Crusade in several ways. Prayer Meetings were held…youth trained for
ushering. Rita Parr sang in the Crusade Choir. And four cars of Princeton People attened [sic]
one night as a group…Donald Shackelford, Lay Leader, “let us unite behind our new leaders,
support our new programs and budget, and continue to grow in love for Christ.”
Report of the Council on Ministeries [sic], October 8, 1974, “…The Work Area on Evangelism
has initiated a program of writing personal notes to Church visitors. Advent devotionals last year
were led during the morning worship services by the Junior High Sunday School Class, and
special Christmas tree offering for missions ornaments were prepared by the UMYF. On New
Year’s Eve, we participed [sic] in the 12 hour worldwide prayer vigil. Loyalty Sunday was held
in January, and over 50% of the budget was underwritten in pledges. The parsonage dedication
was also held on January 13, 1974 with Lamar Cherry, District Superintendent, Rev. William
Maxey, the pastor under who the parsonage was purchased and the indebtedness was retired,
were present to lead the order of worship…Communion Offerings are directed to our obligation
in support of Marston and Elizabeth Speight, Missionaries in Tunisa, North Africa, Lois
Shackelford, Chairperson, COM
From Lay Leader, James Hale Report, October 8, 1974, “…Our people are looking forward to
our New Life Mission which will be held December 1 – 6 with Jerry McCurdy being our
missioner…The UMYF continues to meet each Monday night at the parsonage. Mrs. Bruce
Couch is the counselor with supervision from our Pastor…The United Methodist Men meet each
month although we are small in number. I feel like they play a big part in our total church
program…The United Methodist Women meet regularty [sic] each month. The ladies are always
ready when we call on them to help with special programs. We appreciate them very much.
This also applies to the youth of the church…”
Pastor’s Report, October 8, 1974, “…we don’t have many children and youth in regular
attendance at Church School and Worship, but those we have are a blessing to us and our
ministry in the community…”
From Composit [sic] Report, November 4, 1975:
James E. Hale, Lay Leader, “…A few of the highlights of the year that stand out in my mind are:
(1) The Church Camp-Out at Helen, GA., (2) The establishment of The “I Care Ministry” to our
shut-ins of the Church and community as a result of the New Life Mission, (3) Bible studies and
a study on Death, (4) Our Family Nights once each month, and (5) the past Laity Day
observance. Johnny Fowler was our…speaker…we used persons from our Children’s, Youth,
Young Adult, and Adult Divisions of the Church to assist and lead in the service.
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Rita Parr, Sectary UMW, “…Our projects for this year have been: The purchase of a rug and
chair for the Pastor’s Office…A Church Scrapbook was started (Past and Present-pictures and
articles, etc.) We helped make cokkies [sic] for the District Parsonage Open House…”
The UMM, “…Our work projects have been the painting of the bathrooms and the nursery in the
church, and the complete remodeling of the Pastor’s Study…In 1976 we are planning toward
building a new church marker and the installation of the Church and National Flags in the
Sanctuary as a part of our celebration of the Bicentennial.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1976 - 1981
1976/81 L. Edward Kelley, P.C
Composite Report, December 5, 1976:
“…A few of the highlights…(1) The study on Sunday Nights of the Holy Spirit and Christian
Experience, which started before Easter and lasted until June; (2) The Family Night Supper; (3)
The Church Directory, The campout at Helen, Ga., June 11-13 this was enjoyed by all; (4) The
Concert given by our organist, Denise Parr, On June 5th a special offering was given; (5) A
visit from Dr. and Mrs. Marston Speight, missionaries from Tunisia; (6) Church wide
Thanksgiving Banquet; (7) New public address system with chimes; (8) Lighting of the
Paschal Candle with Jimmy Hale’s influence, Allen Bishop made a beautiful candle holder; (9)
Mary Ruth Smith Day on May 23, in which she gave an inspiring talk… (10) The construction of
a new church marker which was completed the first of May.” It was told to Harry A. Hawkins,
Pastor that the bell on the marker is from the old church. After the fire in 1968 the bell was
covered up with other debris from the fire. Some one (Don Parr) remembered the bell so it was
found and dug up. And now the bell from the 1883 building is to be found on our Church
Marker that faces South Lumpkin Street.
Pastor’s Report 1977, “…We begin the year with a Council On Ministries planning retreat. This
is a good way to get on course and move through the year. The Building Committee met in
January with great enthusiasm that work would progress toward a much-needed sanctuary. This
year I ask the Building Committee to carry out its function, which is to draw up a plan of what to
build, how to finance it, and present it to the congregation for its decision. It is the privilege of
all, every member of the congregation, to decide this question…There was no response to the
Pastor’s membership class and no response to an evangelism visitation program even though I
did organize and lead a visitation training program. It really concerns me that for the second
year in a row that no confession of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord must be reported…The
Homecoming in May was a big success with former pastor J. Ray Donahoo preaching…Our
youth program continues to sag due to the lack and fewness of participants, while Sunday
evening services are exceptionally well attended…Our United Methodist Women and United
Methodist Men are very active…Spiritually, you are on the right track, on a pilgrimage to heaven
through earth. You lack one thing: you need to reach out and catch others and carry them with
you…”
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Pastor’s Report, January 4, 1979: “…The new sanctuary is now under construction due to the
hard work of many people…The most important thing happening here is not the building of the
building, but the moving of the Holy Spirit and responsive people toward a rich, full ministry.
Let the leadership of this church insist on developing ministries that meet the needs of people,
both churched and unchurched!’
Building Committee Report for 1978, Jimmy Hamilton, Chairman:”…held its first meetin [sic]
on January 19, 1978…On June 15 we retained the services of Mr. Miled [sic]Sheffer of Atlanta
to draw plans for our new sanctuary…approval of preliminary plans was given for our new
sanctuary…approval of preliminary plans was given August 27…plans and anticipated financial
costs were…approved by the congregation…On September 21 committee met with Board of
Church Buildings and Locations. Approval was given…gave final approval of plans to Mr.
Sheffer on September 28…On October 10 approvl [sic]was given by charge conference to
proceed with plans. The plans were then released for bids. On October 31, the bids were
received. All of the bids exceded [sic] our anticipated budget. The nearest being $16,340 over
our budget of $140,000.00 November 19 brought a second charge conference. Approval was
given for the additional $15,000.00. On November 29 a contract was signed with Weekly
Construction Company. Due to the effort of many people, December 17 was a very historic day
in the life of Princeton United Methodist Church. Ground breaking was held for our new
sanctuary. The actual clearing for the construction began on December 27, 1978.
From Pastor’s Report, November 6, 1979:…the first worship service was held this morning,
Sunday, November 4, 1979, with a great crowd and great spirit. It is this forward-looking
courage and the desire to grow and develop as a church that will set the course for the future.
Princeton is alive, and witnesses to the aliveness of Jesus Christ…”
Pastor’s Report, January 15, 1981: “This past year of 1980 has been a good one for Princeton. It
is the first year in the new sanctuary, and that has made it a beautiful year.
We have enjoyed the first Christmas, the first Thanksgiving. There have been some weddings,
some baptisms, some fine people joining the church. Our worship services have been more
meaningful. All these good things have occurred in a beautiful place, for which God is to be
praised and the leadership and people of Princeton to be commended…All the building and
grounds are in excellent condition, again thanks to the care of the people…It has been an
excellent year financially…The spirit is harmonious”
The UMW had their first bazaar and donated $1200.87 to the building fund and had first
“Tasting Lunch”…”
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HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1981 - 1985
1981/85 Harry A. Hawkins, P.C
Pastor’s Report, December 2, 1981: “STATE OF THE CHURCH: Overall the Church is in
excellent shape, the people are working toward building up the Church. We hope to involve
many people in our Evang-Alive Program…Financially the church is in very excellent condition:

with all bills being paid, many improvements having being made to the church and parsonage.
All apportionments have been paid (100%) for the year. All apportionments for the coming year
have been accepted (100%). The building fund is strong and in excellent shape. The children’s
Home Offering was the largest in the history of the church $630.00…I have taught the Adults in
a Bible Study during August and on Sundday [sic] Night: The Sermon On The Mount & The
Book Of Romans. I pray that each of us this year will do the will of our heavenly Father and to
that end ask for your prayers.”
Council On Ministries Report, October 12, 1982: “We began the year with Monday night
Evangelism meetings. Jan Wilson is coordinator…Sunday night during the summer a Bible
study was led by Allen Smith and Donald Parr. The theme was “Big Christian Ideas”. Speaker
from the Children’s Home spoke during February…April 11th we held our sunrise
service…Special Mother’s Day and Father’s Day were held…Spring Revial [sic] was held Joe
Whittemore was our music director…In April…a pictorial Directory was done…Our Annual
Homecoming was held on May 12 with Rev. Oscar Crosby…Homer Hale was chairman of
Homecoming Committee…Sept. 12 we had Promotion Sunday and consecrated our
Teachers…Florrie Maddox, Chairman”.
Some of the highlights of 1984: Average Attendance:
Morning Worship – 95; Evening Worship – 31; Sunday School - 68
The Church Wide Study of our United Methodist Heritage during the Sunday School Hour for a
quarter. At the same time the children were engaged in a Confirmation Class by Harry A.
Hawkins; during February a Lay Witness Mission was held and this added new life to the
church; the addition of a New Young Adult Class in Sunday School has added new life to the
church.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1985-1986
Rev. Alfred L. Key, Pastor
1985-86 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Rev. Key reports in the Annual Charge Conference report on November 11, 1985 that the
spiritual and financial state of the church was good. The greatest need of our church, as I see it,
is to locate our inactive members and get them involved again in the total program of the church.
He has visited members of the congregation in homes and hospitals that are sick or shut-ins.
The UMW, UMM, and MYF groups are very active. We can be proud of these programs. He
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reports that our parsonage is in need of work. Our debt at the church and on the sanctuary has
been paid off, thanks to special efforts on the part of Brother Hawkins and all our members.
At the November 11, 1986 Annual Charge Conference Rev. Key reports he was busy getting in
step with the congregation and its needs this year. At this time the spiritual and financial state of
the church is good. Our attendance in Sunday School and church has declined. He reminded us
that we all need to take more seriously our commitment to God and His Church. Two new
Sunday School classes were added, a Bible study group, and furnishings were purchased for the
church secretary’s office. The UMW and UMM are very active. Our UMW sponsored many
events and attended several district meetings. The UMM have had the program “Spiritual
Journey for Men”, a special Lay Revival, “Catch the Spirit”, along with other District and
Conference events. The latest project by our UMM was putting a new roof on our sponsored
cabin at Hartwell Campground. The church completed quite a lot of work at the parsonage. It
was painted inside and out, we installed a new central heating and air system. The parsonage
was re-roofed and furniture was re-upholstered. The total cost for this work was $15,000.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1987 – 1992
Rev. Don Cooper, Pastor
1987 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Records and reports from Rev. Cooper and the Charge Conference reflect the following.
Since Rev. Cooper’s arrival in June we have all been about the business of getting acquainted
with one another; re-establishing the membership roll; reconstructing and refurnishing our
Education Building after the fire in 1986; and working administratively in establishing goals and
objectives for this coming year in preparation for the Charge Conference. After several years of
having an Administrative Council format and electing officers as if we were still an
Administrative Board and separate Council on Ministries, we are for the first time electing and
structuring ourselves in a way that will help our function as an Administrative Council. .
During this year, the congregation of Princeton have had to deal with the destruction of the fire
in January 1986 and the rebuilding of the educational building as well as a change in pastoral
leadership in June. Rev. Cooper reports that in almost every way our newly completed
Educational Building is far superior to what we had before. Now the sanctuary and the
educational buildings complement one another and there is a unity of architecture, color and
texture.
Our immediate priorities are the establishment of an ongoing shepherding program and a
planning retreat with our leadership for next year to implement the goals established at the
Charge Conference.

1988 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
We are staying in contact with and nurturing our people that God has entrusted to our care within
the church through our shepherding program. We have become more mission minded and have
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become more involved in hands on mission and outreach in our community and out in the world.
We are developing and implementing ways to greet, welcome, visit, track, and involve folks who
come and visit among us in worship. Our Sunday School is functioning well, and the Children’s
Department has grown this year. . We have developed a very good monthly newsletter, The
PUMP, to inform our people and promote the ministry of the church. Our Administrative
Council is working much better, especially in the areas of Nurture & Membership Care and
Outreach which develops and keeps our church program functioning and on track. We are in the
process of implementing a year around stewardship program. We have developed a good

working relationship with St. Mary’s Hospital and their “Wellness Works” ministry that is
housed in our education building during the week.
Below are the Mission Statement and Program Goals as set in 1988.
On Sunday afternoon September 18, Dr. Coy Hinton of our Conference Council on Ministries
staff led us in developing a statement of Mission out of which we can find guidance, strength,
and direction for being the “Body of Christ” at Princeton United Methodist Church. The
following statement was the result of our labors and theological and biblical reflection.
The purpose of Princeton United Methodist Church is to minister to others as
commanded by our Lord and to help develop our members spiritually so that they can be
effective disciples.
1989 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference.
Report taken from Minutes of this conference as reported prepared by Toula Jarrett, Secretary.
The Composite Report was compiled by Elmer Johnson, Administrative Council. The report
included organization of a Senior Fellowship Group and Scout Troop; 160 new hymnals were
purchased and are being used, a plays cape installed; and a computer was purchased. Several
reports were presented during this year: Goals and Objectives, Assessment of Needs and
Statistical Analysis of Membership. The emphasis in 1990 will be on Sunday School. Jimmy
Hale reported that 50 of the old hymnals will be donated to the Church in Belize and will be
carried to them by a work team going there in January.
In 1989, Jimmy Hale was a member of the North Georgia Conference United Methodist Men
Mission Team to Belmopan, Belize in Central America. While there, approximately 12 men
finished roofing a church. During their time there, church members prepared meals for the
team. Members of the church were very appreciative of the work done on their church.
1990 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference.
Rev. Cooper reports that as a congregation we have accomplished a few things this year over
which we are truly thankful, in the knowledge that they will serve us and the cause of Christ well
from year to year as we continue to develop and implement more programs and ministries to
perfect and lead us in discipleship and God’s love. Our cash flow and overall financial
operation has never been better. The church has had a need for a senior citizens ministry and
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fellowship for many years. Early this year one was begun and is now established with excellent
self-directed leadership. As a congregation we began sponsoring Cub Pack and Boy Scout
Troup 1111 about mid-year under the seasoned leadership of Doyle Brittain. Presently we have
51 boys and 18 adult leaders involved in this outreach ministry.
As God’s people we need to always remember to give thanks for the faithfulness and many
special ways that so many of our people give themselves to as they teach Sunday School, sing in
the choir, publish the PUMP, look after our property, serve on committees, and offer their
support, skills, guidance and direction for the ministry of Christ and His Church here at
Princeton United Methodist Church.
1991 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference.
Rev. Cooper notes that we gave thanks and were uplifted for our gathering together in our Lord’s
name for
- Praise, confession, and concern, for the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup,
for the celebration of baptism, for the proclamation of the Word, and your blessing in sending us
forth to be your people.
- In the gift of the changing seasons of the Christian year: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany,
Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Kingdomtide, we give thanks.
- For the gift of music and the song in our hearts, for our musicians and choir, for our
new pew Bibles, and all the ways that we give of ourselves in your praise and adoration.
- For our fellowship trips on the bus to the Christmas Dixie Lights at Crawfordville, the
Children’s Home in Decatur, the Passion Play in Atlanta, “Unto These Hills” in Cherokee, and
the Laser Show in Stone Mountain, for our annual Homecoming service and the August campmeeting style services.
- For our Golden Age Group and for all the ways in which they give of themselves in
celebrating life with each other in the autumn of their years.
- For commitment and dedication that flows through the United Methodist Women,
especially for the joy of gathering together for inspirational programs that lead to awareness,
commitment, and involvement in mission and for the opportunities to gather resources to support
all that they have been called to do in our church, community and the world. For gifts to
missions honoring two church women, two scholarships to high school graduates to further their
education through the Florrie Oldham Scholarship Fund.
- For the fellowship and gathering together of our United Methodist Men and for the
channel for service that they provide in maintaining our grounds, in their participation in The
Clean and Beautiful Adopt-a-Highway program, for three hash sales to raise funds for a new
barbecue-picnic shelter, for giving a Life Membership in UMM and a gift to missions, for the
gold level award for exceptional financial support for UMM projects and activities beyond the
local fellowship by the North Georgia UMM.
- For Outreach Ministry in our community at large and around the world including food
drive for the Athens Area Food Bank, the fellowship and satisfaction in preparing bimonthly
meals and gathering Christmas gifts for the hungry guests of Our Daily Break ministry; the
dedication and work of Dr. Marvin and Jean Wolford and their children in Zaire, Africa, their
pastor training school, translation of scripture into the language of the people, the ministry of
Wings of the Morning , and our opportunity to claim and support them as our missionaries.
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- For donations to the Ark, Homeless Shelter; Extra Special People; Project Safe;
volunteer works at the Food Bank; eyeglasses that were donated for Dr. Kimmich’s work in
Honduras; the blood drive for the American Red Cross; gifts collected by Levi, the Tax
Collector, for the Children’s Home; and letters to our troops involved in Desert Storm.
- For providing a meeting place and leadership for boys to gather for scouting. For our
scout master, who received the Silver Beaver Award this year; den mothers; assistant scout
master’s the troop committee and those who received Wood Badge training; for 21 Cub Scouts
and 25 Boy Scouts and 15 adult leaders.
From Rev. Cooper’s Pastor’s Report he stated that “our goals and objectives continue to be
focused in helping to make the Sunday School become more vital; to intentionally work with
young families and their children to invite and encourage their presence and participation in our
congregational life; to work on how we respond to, nurture and track our visitors; and to guide,
encourage, and administer all of our work areas and committees within the church to faithfully
keep at the tasks and responsibilities that they have accepted.”
As reported in the November 4, 1991 minutes from the Annual Charge Conference, Toula
Jarrett, Recording Secretary reported that Rev. Cooper lifted up two accomplishments that will
serve Princeton well into the future. One was the expansion and improvement of our parking
facilities and driveway. The other was the creation of a planning committee to implement the
goals that have been identified and were recently updated in our five year plan.
1992 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Rev. Cooper’s Pastor’s Report stated, “One of our greatest strengths that we can build upon in
our congregational life is our perceived friendliness and openness with visitors and strangers that
our visitors are always telling us about.” Our mission statement proclaims every Sunday on our
worship bulletin that “The purpose of our Christian fellowship and our gathering together as the
church is to minister to others as commanded by our Lord, and to help develop one another
spiritually so that we can become more effective disciples.” What we have accomplished in the
past few years has come out of our unity in diversity which has always been part of the strength
of Christian faith in the Methodist tradition. God’s Word has been proclaimed and the
membership and financial records are current and up-to-date. Our mission outreach and
apportionments will be funded in full by the end of the year.
UMW President reported that we meet monthly with good programs and a caring fellowship. As
needed the UMW church-wide prayer chain offers intercessory prayer, for members and friends
upon request.
UMM President reports that monthly meetings are held with a breakfast or supper meal to
encourage participation and involvement. Several times a year the men pick up litter on
Lumpkin Street from St. James UMC to the Macon Highway in conjunction with the Adopt-aHighway program. Several hash sales are done each year to raise money to fund projects
including help with insulation installment for a District Habitat for Humanity House.
PUMP Editor, Lois Shackelford, produces our monthly newsletter. Monthly features include our
prayer list and concerns, the church calendar, the pastor’s page, articles from different
organizations and work areas, and announcements of upcoming events.
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Diane Jay, Missions Chairperson, states that “we care deeply about the needs of others outside
our congregation and share through our gifts and service in the ministry of Extra Special People,
the ARK, Athens Area Homeless Shelter, the Food Bank, Our Daily Bread, the Wolfords in
Zaire, Lanier Gardens, St. Mary’s Wellness Works, and most recently the Athens-Elberton
District Habitat for Humanity Project.
Trustee Chair & Assistant, David Willis and Shaefer Heard report that they have been busy this
year maintaining our church buildings, grounds and parsonage. The major work for the year was
working with adjoining property owners and a surveyor in negotiating and establishing mutually
acceptable legally described property lines.
John Stipe, Staff, Pastor-Relations Chair stated that “The Lord has sent us a pastor with a special
passion for people that calls him to homes and hospitals, wherever members of our church family
are suffering or grieving, to bring encouragement and prayer. In worship he proclaims God’s
word with enthusiasm and celebrates the seasons of the church. We also have two fine
musicians on staff to direct the choir and provide accompaniment. They know just how to blend
and enhance the untrained voices in our choir to make a great variety of music to God’s glory.
We are especially thankful for a new addition to our church staff, a volunteer secretary, for one
day a week.”
Finance and Stewardship Chair, Lois Shackelford, shared that “our people are kind and generous
with their time, talents, gifts, and service. Our tithes and plate offerings have been consistently
up over the last several years meeting an ever-increasing budget.
Jimmy Hale, Administrative Council Chair, encouraged our church members, and especially our
leaders, to take advantage of workshops and training programs It may not be convenient, but
being a leader in the Church for Christ is not easy.
At Princeton we do have a real concern for the lost, especially friends and families that we know
at work, at school, and in our own neighborhood. But how can we bring them to Christ? One of
our people said, “We must make them want to be here, and when they come, we must have
something that speaks to them.” That’s what we are trying to do at Princeton. And Christ can
use us all.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1993-1994
Rev. Carol Scroggs, Pastor
1993 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Princeton had a change in pastoral leadership. Rev. Don Cooper was assigned to another church
and we welcomed our new minister Rev. Carol Scroggs.
Rev. Scroggs began her report by thanking the district superintendent for appointing her to the
best church in North Georgia. She also thanked the devoted and faithful members of the church
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for making her move and transition a wonderful experience for herself and two children, Jim and
Matt.
Since Rev. Scroggs’ arrival at Princeton, she began work with the Shepherds Program to
facilitate visiting in homes of the members.. We have made several changes in the area of
worship. She redesigned the bulletin format. We celebrated camp meeting month by having the
congregation select the songs to sing during August, incorporated favorite hymns within the
worship service, increased the attendance on Sunday evening worship service, added registration
pads in the pews to record attendance of church members and visitors.
In September a new college ministry began with Dick Field serving was the teacher. To alert
the university community about our plans, letters were sent to pastors in the North Georgia
Conference asking for names of members who would be attending the University of Georgia. In
addition to the letters, an ad was placed in the UGA newspaper, The Red and Black, an article in
the Athens newspaper, a message on the church sign, and information about our church placed at
the Wesley Foundation.
Jimmy Hale, Administrative Board Chair, and Rev. Scroggs prepared a composite report of the
following updates from Committee chairpersons. They emphasized that the purpose of our
Christian fellowship and our gathering together as the church is to minister to others as
commanded by our Lord, and to help develop one another spiritually so that we can become
more effective disciples.
Lois Shackelford, Communications Chair, and her editorial staff prepare the PUMP each month.
The PUMP keeps members informed and interested in activities. The church sign lets the public
know what we are doing. Lois also chairs our Finance Committee. She reported that we were
able to accomplish needed repair at the parsonage and pay for an unbudgeted pastoral move.
We are meeting our obligations regularly and are planning a stewardship campaign for the fall.
Nurture and Membership Care Co-Chairs, Don and Rita Parr reported that they meet quarterly to
take inventory and evaluate the progress toward our goals and make plans for the next quarter.
At the beginning of the year we had a planning session where we reviewed The Twelve Keys to
an Effective Church by Dr. Kennon L. Callahan. We set goals and strategies for the coming
year by limiting these to three or four realistic goals for each work area. We tried to relate these
to the spiritual growth of persons and the fellowship and the ministry of our congregation.
John Stipe, Pastor-Parish Relations Chair, reported that the Committee met as planned for
pastoral preference, pastor and church evaluations of the church’s mission and progress, and
budget preparation. The Cooper family was honored at a farewell picnic. Rev. Scroggs and
family were welcomed with a reception.
Shaefer Heard, Trustee Chair, reported that work was done on the parsonage. Maintenance was
completed on the grounds of the church. A new project this year is to build a picnic shelter in
the back of the church to begin in the next two months.
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1994 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
In Rev. Scroggs’s Pastor’s Report she shares that as she begins her fourteenth year in the
ordained ministry, the appointive process has enabled her to serve churches with wonderful and
caring people who envisioned ministry beyond the four structural walls. The churches were not
buildings but people who saw needs and addressed them. In her second year at Princeton, she
continues to see the concern for people within the congregation.

Rev. Scroggs has been very active in the scouting program this year not only as a mother of two
scouts in the program, and as a pastor. There are Cub Scouts, Boys Scouts, and Girl Scouts
utilizing our facilities on Monday evening. The God and Country class was taught to six Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts. To celebrate this accomplishment, their awards were presented on
Memorial Day Sunday by veterans in our congregation. Publicity on this event was published in
the district scout paper, Wesleyan Christian Advocate, United Methodist Men publication, and
submitted to the Interpreter for consideration for publication. In August the troop added White
Water Baptist Church, Montezuma, GA, as a mission project. A nail drive generated over $150
to purchase nails for the church. On Labor Day weekend over 200 pounds of nails were
delivered to the church. In December, our scouts served a meal at Our Daily Bread. The goal
for 1995 is to earn the Bishop’s Award of Excellence.
There were opportunities in education and program throughout the year. A Wednesday morning
Bible Study began in September with ten people gathered to study the book “Who is Jesus?” A
new Sunday School class, junior high, was added this fall. An acolyte class for current and new
acolytes was held.
Rev. Scroggs reports that there were additions to our worship service this year. A praise medley
was incorporated into the order of worship before the sermon, Apostle’s Creed and Gloria Patri
were added, an old fashioned camp meeting type service was held under the picnic shelter, and
our children brought their talents to worship by performing, “Moses and the Freedom Fanatics”.
Lois Shackelford, Editor of the PUMP and Chair of the Finance Committee, reported that the
priming of the PUMP Newsletter continues and leaders in the church are encouraged to submit
updates.
Children Ministries Chair, Debra Jackson, shared that the Children’s Choir received new robes.
The highlight of the year was the musical production of “Moses and the Freedom Fanatics”
during morning worship service. The production was a means of fund raising through our music
program. A donation was sent to White Water Baptist Church to assist in its rebuilding their
program as a result of a flood.
Both our UMW and UMM remain very active at Princeton. The UMM built a new picnic shelter
and picnic tables, tore down the old BBQ pit, and continued the Adopt-A-Highway program.
UMW is involved in mission throughout the community. Through a fund raising project, they
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were able to provide funds for scholarships to church members, the Extra Special People
program, children’s choir and numerous other missions.
Joan Gunn, Worship Chairperson, reported that both the Adult and Children’s Choirs performed
cantatas during the Christmas and Easter season and observed special services for Lent, Holy
Week, Boy Scout Sunday, Memorial Day, beginning of the new school year, and a farewell
recognition to members leaving Athens.
June Brittain, Scouting Coordinator, shared that the scouting program is making an impact on the
young people in our community. We are very fortunate to have Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts based at our church.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1995-1998
Rev. Peggy H. Lowe, Pastor
1995 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Princeton experienced a pastoral change this year. Rev. Carol Scroggs was appointed to another
church and Rev. Peggy Lowe was appointed to Princeton.
In Rev. Lowe’s 1995 Pastor’s Report she expressed that preaching and leading worship were
very high on her list of priorities for ministry. She reports that she is spiritually fed as she
struggles with the text and how to bring it before the congregation she serves. She prayed that
what she says will let the text speak. As she seeks the right words, she depends on the Holy
Spirit to speak through the frailty of her words so that the Living Word is heard by the heart of
the people.
While it is in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings that she is most visible to members of the
congregation, some of the most important ministry is out of sight of most. She tries to carry to
these folks the reassurance of God’s love and personal presence. She says that “Hopefully as she
holds their hand, they sense God’s touch bringing renewed hope and encouragement. Hopefully,
they are reminded that they are not alone, but that God cares and the church cares.
Peggy shares that “she is very happy to be at Princeton, blessed by God to be in ministry together
with the folks here. The Princeton laity were faithfully preparing and laying a sound foundation
long before I arrived in June. Faithful in their prayers and in their labor, they were already
planning and visioning and learning into God’s future with hearts committed to whatever
sacrifice might be necessary to turn around the recent decline. Ministry is exciting with people
who long for God’s direction with listening ears and willing hearts. Together, we minister to one
another and to our community and to the world beyond our community. Thankfully, God is
faithful in our midst. I am blessed and grateful to be serving here.”
Ed Bramblett, Administrative Board Chairperson, spoke to the church leadership to thank them
“for all you do to make up the church family; and the way that you give to each other. Thank
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you for the work and prayers that have gone into your jobs and good spirit with which you have
gone about things.” Ed reports that this church has some of the most capable, caring and
committed leaders. We have had many planning sessions in order to set up a five year plan in
conjunction with Vision 2000. Ed reminded us that “Methodist” got their name from John
Wesley’s having a plan, a “method” for doing God’s will in worship and service.
The focus this year was on youth and young adults with children. The need was recognized for
a part-time youth director. A task force was set up to hire the youth director. We feel that this
position will provide much needed strength to our education and growth. Our Shepherding
Program keeps people in touch with each other and acquaint the new members with all the
church programs. We continue to have a strong adult group, Golden Age Group. We are
thankful for our UMW and UMM officers and members. They have a strong program serving
the church and community as well as missions. During this year much work was done at the
parsonage for our new minister and family. Peggy and Bill Lowe came to Princeton in July. She
brings spiritual leadership and wisdom to our church family.
United Methodist Men, United Methodist Women and the Golden Age Group (GAG) continue to
be some of the strongest programs in the church. There is a dedication of its members to do the
service and mission work of the Lord through the church.
Doyle Brittain, Lay Leader, reports that “……..People have united behind the Five Year Plan
and rallied around our new Pastor. We had many new and exciting ideas in our plan which will
increase our church spiritually as well as numerically. One of my goals as Lay Leader is to
provide training and clarification of job descriptions of the areas and provide our leaders with
effective training. Our congregation have asked for evangelistic services and music. If there is
one goal that I could suggest for 1996, it would be to see that our people are fed spiritually.”
Sunday School Superintendent, June Brittain, reports that “……A new Children’s Director was
hired making for some adjustments of our congregation. Hiring a Children’s Director does not
allow us to retire. Heaven is God’s retirement plan; as long as we are on this earth, we are to
work for him.
Charlotte Johnson, Coordinator of the Shepherding Program, reported that this program is active.
There are nine women who have a list of members to call and check on once a month. They met
with the Pastor monthly to report any needs of our members which might arise during the month.
They work with new members and try to acquaint them with other members and with all the
church programs.
Choir Director, Joan Gunn, reports that “we have had a good year with our adult and children’s
choir. Last Christmas the choir did the production, “Good Tidings,” by our own talented
singer/writer Gwen Jones which incorporated both choirs and people from the congregation. It
was well received. In conclusion Joan states, “It is my prayer that the people of the congregation
will learn to praise God with increasing purpose, power, and skills and that we all become one
before the Lord ushering in the Holy Spirit preparing our minister to preach God’s Holy Word.”
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1996 Report prepared for the Annual Charge Conference
From her Pastor’s Report Rev. Lowe states that preaching and leading worship are very high on
her list of priorities for ministry. During the year, a series of sermons on the various gifts of the
Spirit fit into other efforts to train and encourage the laity to find meaningful and effective places
to be in ministry. She is happy to be at Princeton, blessed by God to be in ministry together
with the folks here. The Princeton laity are faithful. There is excitement and enthusiasm as we
grow spiritually and numerically. Ministry is exciting with people who long for God’s direction
with listening ears and willing hearts. Together, we will minister to one another and to our
community and to the world beyond our community. Thankfully, God is faithful in our midst. I
am blessed and grateful to be serving here.
Glenn Townsend, Administrative Council Chairperson, reports that one of the main objectives
this past year was to kick-start our youth and family ministry by hiring a coordinator to help plan
various activities for the youth and adult ministry. Mrs. Jimmie Peters was initially hired to
begin our program and was replaced by Mrs. Pam Wilson when Jimmie and her family moved to
Texas. Pam stepped right in with helping to try to plan various activities for this ministry. Our
Scouting program continues to be very active, and we are pleased to help support this program
with our facilities and monthly funding. Princeton’s adult ministry is our strongest asset.
The Golden Age Group (GAG) is a large group of senior citizens that have a great time with
covered dish meals, trips, guest speakers, and good “ole fashion” fellowship.
The United Methodist Men completed a six month program this spring entitled “A
Transforming Journey for Men”. A great deal of spiritual growth occurred among those who
participated. They continue to participate in the “Adopt-A-Mile” litter pick-up program which is
part of the Clarke County Clean and Beautiful Program. Our church is truly grateful to have
such a dedicated group of men.
The United Methodist Women have a very active group. They continue to meet monthly and are
involved in various mission project throughout the year and help support the church and
community.
In our Outreach Ministry, the youth of the church once again contributed close to $500 in
support of the United Methodist Children’s Home. We also have pledged to give close to $3.00
per member to support our missionaries, Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Wolford. Time is also given each
month in providing a meal for the homeless at “Our Daily Bread” kitchen. Our Wednesday
Night Out suppers, which began in October of 1995, was successful, with an average attendance
of 30-45 meals served to our membership. This was the beginning of an excellent time for
gathering in mid-week, for food and fellowship among families with some fun and games.
Journey Through Christmas is a planned outreach activity that will provide our community with
a live drive-thru scenario of various stages of the Christmas story. This is planned for December
of 1996. In closing, Glen stated that “Even though our membership has grown in small ways this
past year, our efforts continue to grow, and the people who make up the membership of
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Princeton will endure the battle of good vs. evil to carry on the traditions of Princeton Methodist
Church.
John Stipe, Outreach Chairperson, reports that Princeton is committed to Missions. We support
Marvin and Jean Wolford in Zambia, Africa. We support many agencies in the community such
as ARK, Our Daily Bread, Athens Area Emergency Food Bank, and Project Safe. Princeton is
planning and preparing for the first annual Journey through Christmas, drive-through Nativity
pageant. Five scenes will be placed counter clockwise around the driveway at the church.
Costumes and props for the scenes are being collected. Almost every member of Princeton

UMC, young and old, is involved in the production. Everyone is excited, and positive, and
prayerful that this will be meaningful gift from our Church to the Athens Area Community.
Pam Wilson, Director of Children’s Ministries, reports that “after being here on staff for only a
short time, there are some things which are already evident to me. There are persons here who
have a strong faith and a strong relationship with God and want to provide opportunities for the
children who are here and who might be here to develop such a faith. It is also evident to me that
the children who are now active have been loved and nurtured by the church, and feel very
comfortable here.” Her immediate goal includes getting to know the children and their families
and begin to develop a personal relationship with them. She started a program for children
during Wednesday Night out called Kaleidoscope, a time of fellowship, crafts, and fun learning
activities. As she works in the area of Children’s Ministries she hopes to develop a Children’s
Council made up of parents, persons working with children in other programs, and other church
leaders.
1997 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Rev. Peggy Lowe shared in her Pastor’s Report that “She is blessed and grateful to be here in
Princeton, blessed by God to be in ministry together with the folks here. The Princeton laity are
faithful. I continue to pray that the Princeton church will respond to God’s call to welcome the
stranger among us-to reach out to the unchurched, the lonely, the disconnected in our
neighborhood. God challenges us to reach beyond our comfort zone in order to find creative
ways to welcome students as they move into nearby housing.”
Administrative Council Chairman, Glenn Townsend, in his Composite Report, thanked the
people of the Church for their countless time and effort given this past year to make our church a
wonderful place to worship. He began his report by recognizing the Outreach Ministry for
organizing such a wonderful “Journey through Christmas” presentation in December. John and
Marianne Stipe were the chairpersons of this event, which was received with tremendous
participation by our church and the community. Close to three hundred car/bus loads of viewers
from Athens and surrounding areas had an opportunity to view our program. It was so well
received that we are planning to expand this years program from a two, to a three night
presentation.
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The Outreach Ministry continues to give their time by providing lunch once-a-month for the
homeless at the Our Daily Bread kitchen, as well as continue to support Dr. and Mrs. Marvin
Wolford, missionaries in Zaire, and the United Methodist Children’s’ Home. We are thankful
for this ministry and what it has done for people in need. Our Youth Ministry has recently hired
a new coordinator.
Amy Selleck, a student at The University of Georgia, has been working with our children and
youth this fall and we are excited about the activities that she has planned for the upcoming
months. Vacation Bible School was again a success with 30-35 children attending. The
Scouting Program continues to be very active.
The Golden Age Group meets on a regular basis with good fellowship. Glenn states that “you
would never know that they are our senior citizen”. Wednesday Night suppers are well received.
Fifty to sixty people participate each Wednesday for a “home-cooked” meal that’s hard to beat.
Our United Methodist Men and United Methodist Women are active groups. We appreciate our
men and women of the church for their many countless hours of work. With the help of an
endowment given to the church, we have been able to purchase a new twenty-five passenger bus
for various groups to use when planning trips. This is truly a blessing from heaven, for we have
been in need of a vehicle for groups to make trips together and now that prayer has been
answered.
Rev. Peggy and Bill Lowe have again provided our church with wonderful leadership. Her
spiritual sermons and words of wisdom have given the members of Princeton a pastor to count
on when the need arises. Bill continues to bless the choir with his wonderful voice and provides
a smile to each and every member when greeted. Someone once said that Princeton was just a
small church full of family related members. To some degree this maybe true, but if you take the
family within this church and add in the enthusiasm and friendship of everyone else, you end up
with a church full of love and smiles, which is what I truly believe the Lord would want if H e
had the opportunity to tell us.”
1998 Report as prepared to the Annual Charge Conference.
Glenn Townsend, Administrative Council Chair, began his report by “thanking everyone for the
support given the leaders of the church by working and participating in all of the activities which
were planned and completed.” Thanks was given for the work and prayer that have gone into
your jobs and the loving spirit with which you have performed them. Journey Through
Christmas was a huge success. John and Marianne Stipe were chairpersons of this event which
was received with tremendous participation by our church and the community. We expanded
our presentation to three evenings of viewing to allow more viewers to see the wonderful story of
Christmas. Over 350 car/bus loads of viewers from the Athens and surrounding areas had an
opportunity to view our program.
Our Outreach Ministry gives their time by providing lunch once a month to the homeless at the
Our Daily Bread kitchen. We support the Wolford’s, missionaries in Zaire, and the United
Methodist Children’s Home. Our youth and children ministries have struggled in a small way
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due to a lack of consistent participation by church families. Wednesday Night suppers are well
received with good fellowship and “home cooked” meals.
Amy Selleck has done a good job of providing planned activities and events this past year and is
committed to making next year even better. Vacation Bible School was held with an average of
20-25 children with exciting activities and music. We also hired an outside resource to come and
teach our young teenage group during VBS which was enjoyed tremendously by the group. The
Scouting program is as active as ever.
The Golden Age Group continues to meet monthly. In June, a large group took a two week
vacation together by traveling out West via several states and scenic landmarks in our newly,
completely paid off, church bus. This is a wonderful ministry in our church and each one looks
forward to the time they have together.
The United Methodist Men are active and meet on a monthly basis. The Adopt-a-mile litter
program continues. Several of the men have been involved with assisting with construction
projects in various churches in the district. The United Methodist Women meet monthly for
fellowship. Rev. Peggy and Bill Lowe provide our church with wonderful leadership. Their
friendship is an important link to holding our church together and focused on making Princeton a
great place to worship. Princeton’s membership has grown in small numbers since last year.
Financially, we are in good standing with our conference responsibilities. We have updated our
sound system in the sanctuary and have hired a tremendously talented musician, Carlos Costa, to
play the piano/keyboard. We welcome him and his wife and daughter to our church, for he is an
answered prayer to our ministry.

HISTORY OF PRINCETON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1999 - 2009
Rev. Russell Repetske, Pastor
Rev. Larisa Parker, Associate Pastor, 2001-2004
1999 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Administrative Council Chairperson, Glenn Townsend, began his report by recognizing the
Outreach Ministry for an excellent job of planning our “Journey through Christmas” presentation
in December of last year. John and Marianne Stipe were the chairpersons of this event, which
was an even greater success than past presentations. Over 313 car/bus loads of viewers from the
Athens and surrounding areas had an opportunity to view our program. This ministry provides
lunch once-a-month for the homeless at Our Daily Bread kitchen, as well as a $3.00 per member
monetary contribution to Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Woford, missionaries in Zaire, and to the United
Methodist Children’s Home. In addition, this ministry participates in helping the Ark, Athens
Area Emergency Food Bank, Wesley Homes, Project Safe, Nancy’s House, Athens Homeless
Shelter, Boy Scout Troop 1111, Habitat for Humanity, Wesley Foundation, UMCOR, Camp
Glisson, Camp Dove, and the American Red Cross. We are thankful for this ministry and what
it has done for people in need.
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Our youth and children ministries have struggled due to a lack of consistent participation by
church families. Amy Selleck has provided planned activities and events this past year.
Vacation Bible School was a successful program. We had an average attendance of 20-25
children, with some exciting activities and music. We also had Lacy Camp come again to teach
our young teenage group of 5-7 kids during VBS, which was enjoyed by all.
“The Golden Age Group” (our senior citizens), meets for fellowship on a regular basis. This is a
wonderful ministry in our church that averages 38 members, with each one looking forward to
the time they have together.
Wednesday night suppers have been well received. Forty to fifty people participate each
Wednesday for a “home cooked” meal that‘s hard to beat.
The United Methodist Men continue to meet on a monthly basis. We appreciate the time and
effort they have given this past year with the “Adopt-A-Mile” litter pickup program, as well as
the meals, which they have prepared for various functions of the church as well as assisting with
the Our Daily Bread program. Several of the men have also been involved with assisting with
construction projects in various churches in the district.
The United Methodist Women meets monthly for fellowship. With the current membership of
21, they have been active with shut-in visits, scholarships for high school graduates, and
refreshments when needed. They have given many hours of time and money to the church for
various projects.
Rev. Peggy and Bill Lowe provided our church with wonderful leadership part of this year. Her
spiritual sermons and words of wisdom gave the members of Princeton a pastor to count on when
the need arose.
We have welcomed Rev. Russell Repetske and family to our congregation. He is delighted with
the warm welcome our members have provided. Janice, his wife, has jumped right into the choir
and assisted in playing the piano. Daughter, Allyson, has helped re-establish the UMYF
program for the middle school aged youth. Son, Ryan participates as needed, when available
from his UGA studies.
In closing, Glenn states that “our Church has some of the most capable, caring, and committed
members that any church could ever want.”
In the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske reported that “the church operates at an efficient level with
much competence and fine lay leadership. If there is a responsibility, then there is someone
fulfilling their responsibility. After evaluation this year, I see that the three primary areas of
concern within the church are: fulfilling the need for meaningful worship, evangelism, and the
training of leaders. Worship is greatly enhanced due to the skill and passion of our worship
leader, Carlos Costa, and our Choir Director, Willard Smith. I foresee worship becoming a more
effective and more enjoyable experience as we share and develop new ideas for touching
people’s lives for Christ through worship.”
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The Wednesday Night Out Fellowship meal is a real blessing. Not only does it encourage
fellowship, but it is a ministry to many of our congregation by providing an inexpensive meal
and a ministry to students who eat free.
Great concern has been seen for ministry focusing on children and families. Amy Selleck has
done an excellent job with our Children’s and Youth programs. Plans are to continue to staff a
Children’s Coordinator and we have recently expanded our youth ministry with the help of two
volunteers, Troy Hopper and Allyson Repetske.
The Pastor states that “our strength for ministry and mission at Princeton is firmly grounded in
our “Seniors”. Often I hear this fact referred to as it if is a weakness in itself, but I beg to differ.
This congregation has a multitude of strong, vibrant, and progressive thinking leaders who just
happen to be seniors. Some of the younger members and the college students recognize these
persons as possessing a strong faith, a wisdom of years, an accepting and loving spirit, and an
inherent ability to have fun. I desire to see our ministry to seniors in our church and community
to grow even more as the Lord has blessed us with the tools and people for such a ministry.”
In his closing remarks, Rev. Repetske stated that “the Lord has truly blessed me and my family
in bringing us to Princeton. We are in love with the people and grow closer to them each day.
They are a living affirmation to the statement that “God is so good”. Visitation with the
congregation is truly a joy. I only wish I could dedicate more time to visiting. I pray that the
Lord will give me the strength and the wisdom to be the pastor that I long to be for the people of
Princeton.”
2000 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Marianne Stipe prepared and submitted this Composite Report. She reported that “Princeton
UMC and its members and friends have been truly blessed by our Lord during this past year.
The Lord has made it possible for us to increase our ministry to others in so many tangible and
rewarding ways.
Our Children’s Ministry, under the leadership of Carlos and Monica Costa, has grown and
thrives in many new directions. “Friendship Club,” a Sunday night gathering, is bringing God’s
message to our children through music, song, play activities, mission projects, and togetherness.
Family Ministries are being introduced and well attended. Our new Associate Pastor of Family
Ministries, Larisa Parker, is becoming well known among the families of the church and has
been instrumental in initiating parenting classes, a new Sunday School class, and a Thursday
morning playgroup. A recent family retreat at Camp Glisson was well attended and a blessing to
all.
Our Harvest Celebration is still underway and such a blessing and a wonderful time of learning
and fellowship. Bible stories, puppet shows, and crafts have made this time of being together
truly inspiring.
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Reaching beyond our church walls to our community and those in need remains a high priority
for all of Princeton’s members. Many community programs are not only financially supported,
but more importantly our members are privileged by the opportunity to participate in hands-on
mission experiences.
Journey Through Christmas is a strong outreach endeavor that not only reaches out to Athens
and the surrounding community, but also brings our congregation and friends together in a
common goal. God truly blesses as He directs our way in presenting the story of our Lord’s
birth.
Our church has received many generous gifts this year and has taken on the task of using these
gifts in a responsible manner. A new roof has been put on the sanctuary; new siding at the
parsonage, and a new playground was built for the children.
Princeton remains a strong viable and loving church. Our young families and their children are
participating in our church family life more and more. Our youth and college group, although
small, is committed to God and participate fully in the programs of the church. Our older
members enjoy the fellowship and travels of the Golden Age Group.
We pray for God’s blessing on us as we try to live and serve as He would have us do – obeying
His direction, accepting His people as they come, and remembering always that we are His
people in this place at this time for a reason. God is guiding each of us in different ways to bring
His message of love, hope, and peace to the world.”
From the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske states that “my family and I have continued to be
blessed by the Princeton congregation. They have a joy for ministry and fellowship, and have
been seeking to institute new ministries this year. The new ministries include: Family Ministries
with the addition of Larisa Parker as Family Minister, and new children’s ministries with weekly
gatherings and a children’s choir. This was our first year to offer a church-wide family retreat.
It reflects a change in our direction and attitude at Princeton. We have ministries in place for
almost everyone, but now we must reach out and bring persons into these ministries. Overall,
the church is strong in spirit and commitment, but now we must turn that spirit and commitment
into an intentional outreach bringing others into the fellowship at Princeton. In closing he
reports that the overall spirit of the church is good and I continue to enjoy ministry with the
Princeton church. I look forward to seeing good things happen as we address needs and seek
God’s purpose and will.”
2001 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Church Council Chairperson, Esther Porter, reported in her composite report that Princeton UMC
has always been blessed with wonderful people who love the Lord; this is shown in many ways
through the outreach ministries that we participate in during the year. The love of our church
and each other is shown in the fellowship activities of the church. We are a small congregation,
but our love and support is not.
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We have been blessed with an Associate Pastor to assist Rev. Repetske with the ongoing
ministries at Princeton. Rev. Parker has put forth much time and effort into new classes directed
to the family unit. Our children’s ministry, although small in number, is very active due to
dedicated leaders in those areas.
Rev. Repetske implements new ministries for the spiritual growth of our members. His
encouragement for mission work has started a new enthusiasm in our church for mission work.
We have a very active United Women and Men’s groups, also a large active Senior’s, GAG
(Golden Age Group). These groups have their own outreach projects.
From the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske reported that “As I enter my third year at Princeton, I
find myself feeling quite at home. I am so impressed with the ministry and mission that takes
place at Princeton that it is hard not to be proud and I am very proud. I suppose I suffer from the
“what if” syndrome. What if we trusted a little more, worked a little harder, yielded more to the
Holy Spirit. We have goals for next year. Some are physical and others are goals for worship
and service. I wonder though if they are not too small for our God. We will see as the new year
unfolds. We will be expanding into areas of college ministry, refining our greeter ministry, and
using volunteers for more of our children and youth. We will continue to expand our mission
involvement with teams from our church.”
2002 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Esther Porter, Administrative Council Chair, reports in our Composite Report that we know we
should always strive to improve and strengthen our work for God through the ministries of the
church and our personal lives.
The Outreach programs, chaired by John Stipe are outstanding for the small congregation we
have at Princeton. We had 19 active programs this year, giving $6,800 in monetary gifts, serving
880 meals and many hours of work and prayer. Our Journey through Christmas has continued to
be successful in reaching out to the community. We were visited by 288 vehicles this year.
We are excited about the Mission Team we have started and have hopes of going to other
countries on mission projects, and continue mission projects locally.
Our elderly and shut-ins are visited regularly by our pastors and members of the church and are
remembered on their birthdays and special occasions by our Methodist Women’s group.
Our fellowship in the church is enhanced by several functions we have during the year: Sunday
meals several times a year, family retreats, Wednesday Night Out dinners, family gatherings in
different homes, children programs and outings for our teenagers.
Our Associate Pastor puts forth much effort in planning programs for our children’s ministries.
A youth program has been started Wednesday evening; this is one area that we have problems in
getting a lot of participation. We have very few youth, and we will continue to work in this area.
We have set up a Renovation Committee for giving our sanctuary a new and fresh look, with
new paint and carpet, additional lighting to light up our worship area, a drive-through area for
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bad weather. Consultants were hired to assist with making color decisions, and an architect to
assist with the additions to the front of the church. We also hope to have a new entrance, which
will enhance the beauty of our church, but most of all, an entrance that will meet code for the
disabled. We know that all things are possible through Christ.
Rev. Repetske reported in his Pastor’s Report to Charge Conference that “As I consider the state
of the Princeton Church, I am both encouraged and concerned. I am encouraged by the deep
faith and commitment of the people. They have a true love for our Lord Jesus and love for the
church. These people are Methodist in heart and mind. Their support of mission programs in the
community and beyond is commendable and rivals larger congregations.”
In her report to the Charge Conference, Larisa Parker, Associate Pastor, reported “the major
change for us at Princeton was the loss of Carlos and Monica Costa, when they returned with
their children to Brazil. While they were in our congregation, Carlos provided his talents in our
music program, and Monica served as our Children’s Ministries Chair. Together we organized
the Sunday evening family and children’s programs, and she conducted Children’s Church,
taught a Sunday School class, and organized children’s musical productions. Meanwhile, I
began to assume the generalized duties of an associate pastor, and began to preach more, plan
more, and visit more. At the time, we had a great need for these dimensions of my service. In
short, I know now how much there is to do at Princeton. I know, however, that God is real at
Princeton: that He is really present in worship, service, and fellowship; that He is really honored
by the congregation; that the witness of the faithful here is deep, ancient, and strong. I believe
that with prayer and time and openness to God’s calling, we will come into His promises.”
2003 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
As reported by Council Ministries Chairperson, Esther Porter, “Princeton has had a great year;
when you examine all the programs, mission projects and improvement we have completed this
year. The Lord continues to bless us. So many times, we have wondered, if we could make the
commitments we had made for the year, but our faith did not waiver, and the Lord did provide.”
The Outreach program is chaired by John Stipe. His commitment to these programs keeps our
programs on track. Our members are very supportive to our outreach projects, their faith and
prayers are steadfast and true. Our largest project is the Journey Through Christmas, our gift to
the community. We are in our eighth year. It takes most of the congregation and many friends
to present this drive-through pageant. Many hours of hard work is put forth. Last year we had
250 carloads and 1 bus load. Approximately 1,000 people came to see the Nativity Pageant.
Other areas that are supported by Princeton through outreach are Our Daily Bread, Athens
Emergency Food Bank. Our Daily Bread served 1,146 meals providing 229 hours of service.
The members gave 872 cans of food items to the Food Bank, Methodist Children’s Home,
Wesley Homes/Lanier Garden, Project Safe, Nancy’s House, The Ark, Homeless Shelter of
Athens, Habitat for Humanity, Wesley Foundation, Golden Cross, Athens Nurse’s Clinic, Scout
Troop at Princeton, Upper Rooms, One Great Hour of Sharing and Disaster Relief.
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One of our members, Annette Jackson, went to Brazil with Tuckston UMC for two weeks. Our
members furnished school supplies, hygienic items, tools for the Brazil trip and several hundred
dollars to use for supplies there. We will continue our efforts toward mission projects locally
and to other areas.
Our Associate Pastor, Larisa Parker handles Family and Children Ministries. She has put forth a
lot of effort and much planning with her chairpersons in the programs for our children and youth.
Our youth and children programs are now on Wednesday evenings after a dinner meal, which
seems to be doing well. Our youth are participating in Outreach projects, by serving lunch and
dinner at the Homeless Shelter in Athens. Five youth attended the youth Conference at UGA.
A Family Retreat is planned for October at Epworth by the Sea. We have had retreats for several
years. Our members that attend enjoy them very much. Each year the attendance increases, with
over 30 participating this year.
Renovation of our church is halfway completed, with our sanctuary having a new and fresh look,
new carpet, paint, lighting and new stained glass windows. Also, we have started painting the
classrooms to give them a clean and uplifting look. This has motivated our members a great deal
in doing other work around the church. Our church library was relocated to the first floor for
better access. We are waiting on the architect for the exterior work, a drive-through drop off
area and a new entrance to improve access to the sanctuary for the handicapped. We have spent
over $26,000 and it was paid through special memorial gifts. To further enhance the beauty of
our sanctuary, the choir has purchased new robes.
United Methodist Women is an active group in the church with 19 members, Their prayers, love
and concerns are felt in many ways especially through their service projects and attention to our
elderly. They had 6 fundraisers this year to help support local district mission projects. This
year $2,977 was given. They offer a scholarship in memory of Florrie Oldham to high school
graduates continuing their education.
Rev. Repetske reports that as he enters his fourth year at Princeton, “He has come to love and
respect this congregation. There is no doubt about their love for Christ and His Church. We are
experiencing some physical growth albeit slowly. Still, the congregation is strong and sound.
We are plagued with financial concerns, but such will be always be with us to some degree.
Although, I share the financial concerns with the lay leadership of the church, I am not ready to
declare that the “sky is falling”. This year my real concern focus is on four areas: (1) Receiving
and follow-up of visitors, (2) Expansion of the Senior’s ministry (3) Ministry to college students
and young adults (4) Overcoming the small church syndrome.
Larisa Parker, Associate Pastor, states in her report that “We’ve had several leaders (both pastors
and staff) who have led innovative programs, and each has struggled to get good participation
from the congregation. I believe Princeton really needs willing people who can commit. They
do not have to be any certain kind of leader, as the gospel says, “not all are to be teachers or
preachers.” Yet it seems as though there is no great vision that inspires the laity to claim their
ministry. She further reported that during this last year she seeks to understand the needs of the
congregation.
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2004 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Administrative Council Chairperson, Esther Porter, reported that “Princeton is continuing to be
faithful in the areas we feel God is leading us.”
John Stipe who continues to follow God’s lead in doing his work in missions, chairs our
Outreach programs. With John’s leadership our members are faithful in their monetary and work
support.
Journey Through Christmas pageant, our gift to the community, has approximately 110
participants, giving approximately 640 hours of service. We had 273 cars and 1 bus to visit us
this year.
Our Daily Bread is supported by our mission team alternating each month between the 2nd
Monday and the 1st Tuesday to serve meals. Meals are served by dedicated individuals, youth
and Sunday School classes. In all, 1,459 meals have been prepared and served at a cost of
$1048, giving 262 hours of service.
Missionaries are supported with a pledge of $300 per year. This is sent to Gordon and Teca
Greathouse, missionaries in Brazil.
Other areas receiving support from Princeton are United Methodist Children’s Home, Wesley
Homes/Lanier Gardens, Project Safe, Athens Area Emergency Food Bank, The Ark, Homeless
Shelter of Athens, Habitat for Humanity, Wesley Foundation, Athens Nurses Clinic, Upper
Room for members, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, American Red Cross, UMCOR by One Great
Hour of Sharing and Disaster Relief.
We support a Boy Scout Troop at Princeton that is very active.
Princeton supported missions by sending four members to Brazil with a “Volunteers in Mission”
group in September, Annette Jackson, Rev. Russell Repetske, David and Esther Porter spent two
weeks along with a group from Tuckston UMC in Brazil under the direction of Gordon and Teca
Greathouse. The group worked at a construction site building the first Methodist Church in the
state of Piaui and conducted a bible school for 125 children. Our members donated cash and
supplies for the trip.
The Friendship Club, Sunday School Classes, UMW, UMYF, and UMM have all participated in
various outreach projects during the year and plan for more in the future.
Our Associate Pastor, Larisa Parker puts in much effort, love, energy encouragement and
enthusiasm into the family and children ministries. Her efforts and leadership have kept these
programs going in our small church. She teaches the children’s church during our worship time,
she also has the Friendship Club for the children of our church on Wednesday evening. The
college group has continued due to Larisa’s efforts.
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Our Youth Ministry is a small group, but much efforts goes into keeping our youth active and
meeting with each other. They are involved with Journey through Christmas, help at Our Daily
Bread, and designed and sold t-shirts to church members as a fundraiser in conjunction with the
Safe Sanctuary program. We had two youth attend confirmation camp and three of the youth
attended Camp Glisson. They have two study courses this year, Frazzled, Frenzled and Frantic
and Talking the Walk. This group has been under the leadership of Scott and Ann Jackson.
Our College and Careers fellowship is comprised of young adults in college and/or early into
their chosen vocation. This group meets on Wednesday nights and Sunday morning. The
fellowship has supported the ministry of the church while taking time for activities such as
cookouts and rafting. A mountain retreat is scheduled. The fellowship is looking forward to
being a part of Journey through Christmas and IHNA.
United Methodist Women is a very active group with 20 members. They meet each month, with
members providing programs, including a program at Lanier Gardens in February. We have
several members attend seminars and programs, Missions in Mexico and a Prayer Workshop.
Several members attended the UMW District meeting in Elberton this year. We have a
Community Support Committee that is a shared effort by membership providing support to our
shut-ins by sending cards each month. This committee serves as church support when there are
deaths or illnesses within our church family. During the year the UMW provided outreach
missions to our local community and church totaling $1,262. We continue to support a
scholarship to high school graduates.
United Methodist Men provide the men of our church with opportunities for service and spiritual
growth. The UMM has been active in mission projects from support of overseas mission to
money for UMCOR and hurricane relief. The UMM is nearing completion of the study, A
Spiritual Journey for Men.
A Vacation Bible School was held over the summer. In an effort to increase attendance, this was
held in the evenings with a meal provided with advertising done outside our church. Even
though our attendance was still not where we’d hoped, those who attended enjoyed themselves.
We had outstanding arts and crafts led by David Harvell. As Diane Parr, VBS Coordinator
stated “this experience is building a foundation of religious memories that our children will recall
when they are grown.”
In his Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske reported that “Overall Princeton is beginning to recognize
the call of mission and service in ever increasing ways. This does not mean a great deal of
membership growth, but it can and I believe it will. We need to “brag” about what the Lord is
doing in our midst and in our personal lives. We must have pride in ourselves and our place in
heralding in the Kingdom of God.
Our congregation has joined with 12 other congregations in the Interfaith Hospitality Network.
We will provide meals and shelter to homeless families right in our building as they get back on
their feet. We may be a small congregation, but we have big goals for mission.
In comments on his Brazil mission trip with the Princeton Mission Team, he reported that “the
experience of an overseas mission is something everyone should have. The missionaries in
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Brazil, Gordon and Teca Greathouse, do a wonderful job of coordinating the mission work of
teams like ours. We go to Brazil under the auspices of the United Methodist Volunteers in
Missions and with members of the Tuckston UMC. Thanks to the Tuckston church for making
our mission dreams possible at Princeton.”
2005 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Esther Porter, Council Chairperson, reported that “the Spirit of the Lord is truly moving in the
Princeton Congregation. It is shown by the love and support they give to our programs. For a
congregation of our size, our Mission programs are broad and varied as we support 20 different
mission programs. The budget for missions is $10, 760. with more support for special Sundays
and Advance giving. Interfaith Hospitality Network in Athens has been an area in which our
church volunteered to serve as a host church. After planning and training stages in 2004, IHNA
was activated at Princeton on January 16, 2005 for our first week as host church for families in
the Athens area without homes. During the past nine months Princeton, along with Oconee
Street UMC, has hosted eight families.
The United Methodist Women and Men organizations have active memberships. These groups
are great assets to Princeton. They support our church with their prayers, time and money, in
addition to the programs and projects within each group.
Our Sunday School program at Princeton continues to grow and change. Our newest class,
College and Career Fellowship, has grown to 14 members and continues to do well.
Unfortunately, our children’s program has declined with the moving of 2 families. Our focus will
be on ways to attract younger families for the coming year. This is a must at Princeton. Overall,
our Sunday School attendance has grown 4% over last year.
We are pleased and encouraged with the young couples that have become active in our programs.
This is a wonderful sign of growth.
One of the most important programs this year is our “Access for All.” This renovation project
was started a few years ago. We have updated our sanctuary and installed new stained glass
windows. This year we will complete our plan. This phase is to renovate our church to meet
code for the disabled. Updates will include a new front entrance with a ramp, renovated
bathrooms downstairs and a covered side entrance. The members have shown faithful support for
this project. Our Miracle Sunday was a success. Members gave a one-time donation for the
project raising over twenty thousand dollars that Sunday. Our Finance Chair and committee
have done an excellent job with promoting this project and raising money and pledges to support
it. The work will be completed by the end of October.
As an overview of our church and congregation it is clear that God is at work in our lives and the
work we are doing for him here at Princeton.
From the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske reports that he had feared that as he entered his seventh
year at Princeton, that his ministry here was near its end. However, he has come to realize that it
is far from over. With the loss of our Associate Minister, Larisa Parker, there is a greater need
for spiritual growing, training and ministry experience within the congregation. “Focus for
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myself and the church this year will be evangelism program and pastoral care. Evangelism will
be measured by number of goals and the number of persons directly involved in the evangelism
program. Worship will be measured by preset goals for the primary worship service and the
establishment of a Contemplative Worship Service with at least 10 members. Pastoral care will
be measured by creating a Lay Pastor team of six people to visit and report needs. The Church
Council and the SPRC have pledged support.” He speaks of the congregation, “Truly, they are a
jewel and a blessing to so many, myself and family included. In fact, the blessings are building
up and just under the surface waiting as if to explode, not just overflow, but explode. I can feel
the love of Christ compelling us to rise up in ministry and mission.”
2006 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Council Chairperson, Esther Porter reports that our Council continues to meet each month for the
business and programs of our church. We also have a planning meeting at the beginning of the
year. Princeton has been blessed with many wonderful servants of God.
John Stipe, serves as our Chair for Outreach Missions and does a wonderful job. John has 14
dedicated members on his committee for the 18 programs with a budget of $10,760. This year
we celebrate 11 years of Journey Through Christmas and it is still very successful. We had 255
carloads of guest and received $410.00 in unsolicited donations. This project takes most of our
congregation and weeks of preparation. Through Our Daily Bread we have served 1503 meals at
a cost of $1,511 and 294 hours of personal service. Other programs that is supported by our
budget in Outreach Ministries are our missionaries to Brazil, the Greathouse’s, United Methodist
Children’s Home, Wesley Homes/ Lanier Gardens, Project Safe, Athens Area Emergency Food
Bank, The Ark, Homeless Shelter of Athens, Wesley Foundation, Athens Nurse Clinic, Scouts,
Interfaith Hospitality Network, Camp Glisson, Upper Room, American Red Cross, UMCOR, and
the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. The support of our Sunday School Classes, UMW, UMYF and
UMM for our projects is appreciated very much.
Marianne Stipe, UMW President, reports that we are a driving, active, mission oriented force in
the life of the church. A program is given each month at the meeting, and we have a service
project each month. Projects supported by our group are: a Card Ministry to our shut-ins, Prayer
Shawls made by our members and given to members and non members that are sick or need
special prayer. Other projects are warm clothes drive, Brazil mission, layette kit support, Thank
Bank offering, Sack Lunch preparation for Our Daily Bread, Prayer Chain, Chrismon Tree,
Angel Tree, Mouse House for children, Christmas Mailbox, hygiene kits for Athens Nurses
Clinic, food to the families upon a death, wedding and baby showers for members, Renovation
Fund, Annual Picnic, Mother’s Day Banquet, Father’s day Recognition, Interfaith Hospitality
support, shawls and booties for Vista Care patients, participation in Reading Program, and
support of Pastors Discretionary Fund.
Annette Jackson, Sunday School Superintendent report that we have two children’s classes and
four adult classes. Our College and Career class is doing well and continues to grow. Sunday
School is an area that we continue to work on encourage better participation. We are trying to
get a class for the young mature adult , hoping this age of adults would encourage participation
of more children.
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Susan Brooks, Greeter Coordinator, and Stan Lee, Usher Coordinator have been organized and
do an excellent job for our church in greeting and assisting with members and visitors coming to
our church. There has been a training meeting this year for both groups.
Church fellowship is very important and usually with fellowship is food, Becky Hutchins is in
charge of our programs such as Homecoming, preparing the fellowship hall for special dinners,
Journey Thru Christmas, etc. She puts much effort and love into setting up these dinners. Her
committee is always there to assist her with these activities.
Esther Porter, and Vera and Ed Bramblett, serve as our Wednesday Night Out Coordinators.
Suppers are prepared from September to November, we stop for holidays and start back in late
January. Attendance has been very good serving around 40 to 45 each week. The fellowship is
wonderful and I think it improves the relationships of our members.
Our church renovation project has been completed and we are so proud to have our church
accessible to all. The painting of our fellowship hall and kitchen should be completed in January
and the expense will not come from the budget, but from monetary donations and labor from
the members.
Rev. Repetske reported in his Pastor’s Report that 2007 will be the “Year of Ministry Growth
Through Training.” More training and education is needed to create a sense of being together in
ministry and mission. One area of training and fellowship is underway with the Lay Pastor
Study. Still in its early stages, this program is working toward the creation of a Lay Pastor
Team. This team will provide greater pastoral care to our congregation. Worship and
Evangelism will be at the forefront of these training and fellowship times. Our building
improvements have all been completed and the task of finances looms before us. Princeton has
not the challenges of finances and ministry in the past. God has and will bless. In conclusion,
Rev. Repetske states “The Princeton Church keeps me going with their love, prayers and
support; and their need for a pastor. With current challenging personal health issues, I keep
going because of my love for them and my Lord. I want other people to know this side of
Princeton Church. I want others to know our Lord’s work in and through Princeton.”
2007 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Esther Porter, Council Chairperson, reported that Princeton continues to be good servants of their
time and money. God's love is shown by Princeton's members through their works and
programs.
The Outreach Program is chaired by John Stipe, a very dedicated servant to our Outreach
programs. He has 19 members on his committee. The Outreach program
gives monetary support to 19 programs each year, giving $10,760.
The most active programs are:
Journey Through Christmas, our drive through live nativity, our gift to the community. We have
it the first weekend of December for three nights. This project employs the help of most of our
congregation and individuals from our community. A lot of time is spent in assembling our
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scenes as well as presenting the live nativity. In 2006 we had 255 carloads of guests and we
received $412.00 in unsolicited gifts. We have families that come back every year.
Our Daily Bread, the committee prepares and serves a meal once a month and prepares and
serves sack lunches on 2 Saturdays and Sundays each year. Our cost is $1526.00, giving 375
hours of volunteer time. Princeton members are faithful in supporting the mission projects.
The United Methodist Women is chaired by Marianne Stipe, a wonderful leader and encourager.
The group is very active and mission oriented. They meet each month with the members
presenting a program and devotion. The women have helped with monetary support for 10
groups in our area, giving approximately $1600.00 and $1340.00 to the district in pledges. They
also made 45 bedside pad and pencil holders for the guests at Magnolia retirement home and
some for Heritage. They are very active in giving book bags and supplies to the homeless
children and collecting warm clothes for the homeless.
The past few years have been difficult for our UMM. Several members have become shut-in or
have died leaving an older and smaller UMMs group than has ever existed before. Still, the
members who remain are faithful in seeking to be a viable force in the church and community.
The twice annual Hash Sale enabled the UMM to support ministries within the church such as:
the church bus ministry, building improvements, and special speakers. The bus has been
maintained primarily by the UMM for the past year. Special speakers have included writer and
columnist Darrell Huckaby and our District Lay Leader, Leon Jeroulman. Material was
purchased by the UMM to make curtains for our fellowship hall. The UMM continue to support
the community through participation in the Angel Tree Program that provides Christmas Gifts
for needy children in the Clarke County foster care program. The UMM continue to seek out
new members and looks forward to meeting the challenge of growth and mission in Christ’s
name.
GAG, Golden Age Group is led by Katherine Maddox. GAG is the most attended and active
groups in our church. They have an average of 30 members present each month. They meet each
month for lunch and have programs with special music, travel and education. They have had five
trips this year: Warm Springs, 2 trips to Myrtle Beach S C, Salem Camp meeting, and Blue
Ridge, Ga. The group participates in several outreach programs.
Annette Jackson, Lay Leader, has served on six mission teams to Brazil. She also leads our
church in the Relay for Life program. Princeton raised $3000 for Relay for Life this year.
Esther Porter, and Vera & Ed Bramblett, Wednesday Night Out Coordinators, prepare meals for
Wednesday Night Out dinners. Meals are prepared from September to November, stopping for
the holiday season and start back in late January. Attendance has been good with this fellowship
activity. The fellowship is always enjoyed by everyone.
We have completed our renovation project this year. Church members painted the fellowship hall
and kitchen in one day. The United Methodist men paid to have new window treatments put up
and the WNO kitchen fund purchased table cloths and pictures. The room has been transformed
into a very pleasing area for dinners and special events. The members should be proud of the
improvements they have made in our church home in the past two years.
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In the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske states that he would describe the state of Princeton this
year in one word, “transition.” “I am entering my ninth year here and nine years can mean a lot
of changes for an older congregation. Many of our most faithful members are seniors. Some
have been members of Princeton their entire lives. Their commitment, their spiritual roots, and
their families’ roots have grown very deep over the years. As older members pass and new ones
arrive, the foundation of the church becomes different. Younger persons do not have the history
and family relationship with Princeton as those older members and tend to be more transient.
This means that the need to develop ways for them to create meaningful relationships is
paramount. We must consider new tactics for the future. Most of all, I want all of Princeton to
be proud of who we are. Those who come to know this church are continually expressing how
great it is to be in the church. Josh Westbrook, one of Princeton’s more recent members, has
designed a website for Princeton (princetonumcathens.com). He has done this because in his
words, “I want everyone to know about our wonderful church”. If Princeton is a wonderful
church, it is because we serve such a wonderful Lord.”
2008 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Council Chairperson, Esther Porter reported that as we come to the close of another year, the
spirit of the Lord continues to show in the love and care of the members of Princeton. This is
demonstrated by the continued support of the many different programs we have in place.
John Stipe is the Outreach Chairperson, his leadership and love for this ministry is shown by his
dedicated support to Princeton's Outreach programs. The budget for 2009 is $11,900 which has
been increased to continue our efforts in missions. Two new programs have been added for
2009, Disaster Relief and Murphy Harpst Home. Our budget is for 16 different missions
projects. Journey Through Christmas, a drive through live nativity, is our gift to the community.
This project employs the help of most of our congregation and individuals from our community.
This is a big project especially for a church our size. In 2007 we had 308 cars of guests, and
collected $527. in unsolicited donations. This year will be our thirteenth year of production.
This is the third year Princeton has served as a host church for the Interfaith Hospitality Network
that serves our community. It takes approximately 35 to 40 people to work the week we host for
our guests. We have many dedicated members that are always willing to assist when we
have the guests.
Princeton continues to volunteer at Our Daily Bread Kitchen. This dedicated team prepares and
serves a meal each month. This program has prepared 1027 meals and served sack lunches on 2
Saturdays and Sundays The cost for food was $1,153. volunteers giving 250 hours of volunteer
time.
Teresa Nunn UMW President, reports that the group is very active and very mission oriented.
They meet each month and have had good attendance. The members present a program and
devotion. Organizations from the community come and share with us about their program and
how we can assist. The women have given monetary support to many groups in our area in the
amount of $1208 . We support our district with our pledges, this year in the amount of $1,035.
Also each month we are faithful with our card ministry to our shut in members. We provide
dinner for our bereaved families. Our group collects school supplies for homeless children and
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warm clothing for the homeless given to Our Daily Bread for distribution. Project Safe is another
group we support by collecting diapers, personal care items and cleaning supplies for them to
distribute. The UMW hosted the Athens Elberton District Clergy Dinner, providing dinner for
about 100 visiting ministers and their wives. To support our mission endeavors, the UMW has
many fund raising activities which are well attended.
Stan Lee, United Methodist Men President, reports that the men have a small group but are
very active in assisting the church with monetary gifts to fund mission programs. Their
Hash sales are very successful. The UMM support and assist in Journey Through Christmas with
the setting up the scenes and tearing them down. They also participate in the scenes. They
continue to keep S Lumpkin Street free of trash by adopting the section of road from Macon
Hwy to West Lake Dr.
Diane Parr, Sunday School Superintendent, reports that Princeton has a strong foundation of
Sunday School attendees. The number of members attending has increased this year with the
addition of two new classes that began on September 7th. A new preschool class and young
adult group started. We saw a need in this area and the members of Princeton stepped up to
address this need. There are three children classes and three adult classes which are very active
and a young adult class.
GAG, Golden Age Group President Katherine Maddox stated that “this group is the most active
and attended group in our church. Each month they meet for lunch, having a program with
special guest to share about different topics that concern them with an average attendance of 30
members. Programs such as Life line screening, Environmental Issues in Athens-Clarke County,
lead by Dr. Richard Field, and talks by Judges Steve Jones and Judge Lawton Stephens . They
enjoyed a wonderful trip to Toccoa to visit the War Museum and Toccoa Falls, with 25
attending.
Esther Porter, Ed and Vera Bramblett, Wednesday Night Out Coordinators, serve as cooks for
this fellowship. The Odds and Ends class cooked several meals to help with the cooking. The
attendance has been good and continues to be enjoyed because of the great fellowship during
the meal. We have our WNO from September to November, and January to May.
Susan Brooks, Greeter Coordinator, stated that “this is a faithful committee of ten greeters that
serve one Sunday a month. Our program is set up so that two individuals serve as greeters each
Sunday. We have tried during the year to first and foremost make our guests feel at home. They
are met by the greeters and ushers and directed to our sanctuary and the nursery if they have
small children. To thank our guests for visiting, we give each guest a small jar of jelly with a
label identifying our church, the address and email address. Greeters ask for guests to complete
a visitor card. This information can be dropped in the offering plate or handed to the greeter.
The card is give to our church secretary, and she gets the information to several people in the
church who follow up with a contact to the visitor by card, email or phone.”
Susan Brooks, Annual Conference delegate reported to the church that she attended the 2008
Northeast Georgia Annual Conference in Athens. She attended a full week of meeting and
worship services, which she reported was very uplifting. Susan reported to our congregation with

73

History of Princeton United Methodist Church
175th Celebration – May 2, 2010
a very detailed report about the Conference. Annette Jackson served as alternate delegate and
attended several sessions with her.
Becky Hutchins, Hospitality Chair, organizes Homecoming, special events, special dinners, and
Journey Through Christmas meals. Becky has lots of volunteers help in the kitchen and
fellowship hall. Becky chooses a theme for Homecoming and makes sure the pastor and his
family are well taken care of. This year Becky helped with a Special Missions fundraiser dinner
for Joe Nunn.
Cyndy Corley, Children's Church Coordinator, reported that “during the first half of our morning
worship service, our early elementary children join their family members in the sanctuary. They
participate in the singing of praise songs, congregational praises and concerns, Christian
greetings, as well as the pastoral prayer and Lord's Prayer. In this way, our children have an
opportunity to interact with a wide variety of congregation members and to receive the word in a
large group setting.”
Following the Children's Sermon by the pastor/lay leader, our youngsters retire to their
classroom. This small group setting allows for additional instruction to be tailored to their agespecific and individual needs. Through Children's Church, the children are able to continue their
worship experience with stories, activities, and crafts that extend and enrich their understanding
of the topic addressed earlier during the Sunday School lesson.
From Rev. Repetske’s Pastor’s Report he states, “In the past year, my ministry has focused
primarily on mission training and support. Not only are we active in local missions and been
active overseas, but we are becoming more active in disaster missions. Four from the church
have had disaster mission training. Several have already been at least once to the Gulf Coast
region and more trips are being planned. I have engaged in classes for prayer, meditation,
special Sunday school classes and Bible Studies”
2009 Report prepared for Annual Charge Conference
Esther Porter, Administrative Council Chairperson shared that “As she composed this report, it
reminds her of the love and kindness that the Princeton congregation gives to others and their
love for the Lord. We are a small group, but, we do mighty acts for the Lord. This is
demonstrated by the programs we have in place.”
John Stipe serves as Outreach Chairperson. his leadership and love for this ministry is shown
year after year in the Outreach programs he is dedicated to support at Princeton.. The budget for
2010 is $13,000 , which, has been increased to continue our efforts in missions. The Outreach
program supports 23 projects.. The most active programs supported are:
Journey Through Christmas is a success each year. The drive-through live nativity, is our gift to
the community. This project employs the help of most of our congregation and individuals from
our community. In 2008 we had 283 cars and 1 bus with approximately 1100 guests, and
collected $481 in unsolicited donations. This will be our 14th year for Journey Through
Christmas.

74

History of Princeton United Methodist Church
175th Celebration – May 2, 2010
This is the fourth year Princeton has been a host church for the Interfaith Hospitality Network
program that serves our community. We are one of 13 host churches in Athens. Oconee Street
United Methodist is a support church working with us. IHN has about 60 positions to fill in a
week, it takes 45 to 50 people to work, giving 183 hours of volunteer time for the week we host
our guests. We have many dedicated members that are always willing to assist when we host the
IHN guests.
A team of members and friends prepare and serves a meal each month for Our Daily Bread. This
program has prepared 1325 meals and served sack lunches on 2 Saturdays and Sundays The cost
for food was $1590.00, volunteers giving 228 hours of volunteer time.
Annette Jackson is our Lay Leader, she puts forth much effort in several programs in the church,
a youth group, and our young adults. She is very active in our missionary teams. She has
completed the course in Lay Speaking and is active in Walk to Emmaus. She continues to work
toward programs or studies to enhance the spiritual growth of the church.
Linda Byrd is the chairperson for Evangelism. Her committee is meeting monthly and working
hard in several areas. Their ideas and actions have helped get a better attendance of college
students to come to our dinners, which is free to them. They invited the youth group to assist us
with getting out door hangers in the apartments near the church, and put up signs to invite the
college students. We have had 11 college students to come from seeing the signs. The

committee is working with the Pastor to plan a great celebration for Princeton's 175th birthday in
2010. They are also looking at ways to contact and reach people on our church roll , who are not
attending church.
Susan Brooks is our church delegate to the North Georgia Conference. She attended the sessions
and worship services, they were very uplifting for her. She gave a very detailed oral report to
our congregation. Annette Jackson, Lay Leader and Alternate delegate and our Pastor Russell
Repetske attended with her.
The United Methodist Women is led by President, Teresa Nunn. The group is very active and
very mission oriented. They meet each month and have had good attendance. The members
present a program and devotion. Organizations from the community come and share with us
about their program and how we can assist. The women have given monetary support to many
groups in our area in the amount of $2231. We continue to support our district with our pledges,
this year in the amount of $935. We are faithful with our card ministry to our shut in members
and we delivered Valentine's Day flowers and Easter baskets to each shut in. We provide dinner
for our bereaved families. Our group collects school supplies for homeless children and warm
clothing for the homeless given to Our Daily Bread for distribution. Project Safe is another group
we collect diapers, personal care items and cleaning supplies for them to distribute. We supplied
9 book bags to IHN for their children and provided dinner for Vacation Bible School. To
support our mission endeavors, the UMW has many fund raising activities which is well
attended.
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The United Methodist Men, President is Stan Lee. The men have a small group but are
very active in assisting the church with monetary gifts to fund mission programs. Their Hash
sales are very successful. The UMM support and assist in Journey Through Christmas with the
setting up the scenes and tearing down and participate in the scenes. They continue to keep S
Lumpkin Street free of trash by adopting the section of road from Macon Hwy to West Lake Dr.
This year they provided the finances for the Senior group’s Christmas dinner and assisted in
paying for repairs on our bus's air conditioner.
The Sunday School Superintendent is Diane Parr. Princeton has a strong foundation of Sunday
School attendees. There are two children classes and three adult classes which are very active
and a young adult class. A new youth class has started with seven youth.
GAG, Golden Age Group is led by Linda Byrd. This group is the most active and attended
group in our church. Each month they meet for lunch, having a program with special guest to
share about different topics that concern them., with an average attendance of 35 members.
They have had two trips this year, Disney World in March and Billy Graham Museum in
Charlotte. This group gave a gift to the Memorial fund in memory of members who died.
This year they were Helen Whitehead, Bruce Couch and Vicki Couch.
Wednesday Night Out Coordinator Esther Porter, Ed and Vera Bramblett serve as cooks for this
fellowship. The attendance has been good with 50 to 60 in attendance .Everyone enjoys the
great fellowship during the meal. Our college student attendance has increased, and we are very
proud to have them as our guests. We have our WNO from September to November, and
January to May.
Susan Brooks is the Coordinator for the Greeters Program. Our program is set up so that two
individuals serve as greeters each Sunday. There are 12 faithful volunteers that serve as our
greeters each month. We have tried to first and foremost make our guests feel at home. They
are met by the greeters and ushers and directed to our sanctuary and the nursery if they have
small children. To thank our guests for visiting, we give each one a small jar of jelly with a label
identifying our church, the address and email address. Follow-up occurs after completion of a
visitor card.
From the Pastor’s Report, Rev. Repetske states that “we must agree on the proper focus for our
church’s mission and ministry. Even though some things are out of our control, we must identify
those that are in our control and how to act. With that in mind, Princeton held a Lay
Revitalization program. At that time, a focus for our ministry and mission was established and
we are well on our way to fulfilling our goals. Most encouraging is the new evangelism effort
taking place. The Good News People are advertising, contacting, and reaching out to our
community. Plans are underway for contacting those inactive or marginally active members.
Still, there is a need to find persons who will each week visit our guests who attend worship and
Sunday School. We need to meet them on their turf.”
There seems to be a sense of spiritual renewal growing in the church. I pray that Princeton will
have a spiritual awakening, a renewal. Then, all the works that are done will belong to Christ.
They will be good works because God is glorified. They will not be just works, but a testament
of faith.
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In the past year, my ministry has focused primarily on leadership development in the local
church. The Lay Revitalization program has stirred up the gift in many as they have begun to
claim their ministry for Christ and His Church. To further these efforts, I hope to have some
type of service, to stir up the gift of God that is in the Princeton Church. I pray that in this next
year that God will use me in bringing Christ’s spirit to those around me.”
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Town and Country

The Princeton Factory
operated for more than a
century. The mill building,
which burned in 1973, was
a large two-story brick
structure where workers
produced cotton and
woolen textiles. A mill
community including houses
and a store, seen on the
right in this drawing, grew
up near the factory above
the banks of the Oconee
several miles south of
Athens.

49

dle Oconee, Investors included James Camak, Asbury
Hull, William Lumpkin, Daniel Grant, and lizur L.
Newton. The factory produced cotton and woolen textile
products. The factory president, William Williams,
boasted in 1838 of his “Georgia Nankeens” (a durable
brownish yellow cotton fabric originally woven by hand in
China), “a large supply of cotton yarns, spun from prime
white cotton, and put up in Bales of 240 lbs,” and “carding
of wool for country customers . . . in the best manner, and
with promptness and dispatch.”
The Princeton Factory sold to Dr. James Hamilton in 1845
and later to James White. Like Whitehall, Princeton was
enough distant from town (close to the present bridge over
the Oconee on the Macon Highway) to necessitate the
construction of houses and othe amenities for workers at
the site. The British author and world traveler James Silk
Buckingham recorded that white families “live in loghuts
clustered about the establishment on the river’s banks, and
the negroes repair to the huts allowed them by their
owners when they are near, or stay at the mill, when their
master’s plantation is far off.”
The whites, Buckingham said, “looked miserably pale and
unhealthy . . . said to be short-lived . . . fevers and
dysenteries . . .
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PASTORS, PRESIDING ELDERS/DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS, BISHOPS,
SALARY AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP TOTALS 1835-2010

YEAR PASTOR/ASSOC. PASTOR

PRESIDING ELDER/

BISHOP

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
1835 John W. Glenn, PC

William Arnold

James Osgood Andrew

1836 John W. Glenn, PC

William J. Parks

James Osgood Andrew

William J. Parks

James Osgood Andrew

William J. Parks

James Osgood Andrew

William J. Parks

James A. Morris

William Arnold

James Osgood Andrew

William Arnold

James Osgood Andrew

John W. Glenn

Beverly Waugh

John W. Glenn

James Osgood Andrew

John W. Glenn

Joshua Soule

Samuel Anthony

Joshua Soule

Walter K. Branham, JP
1837 John C. Simmons, PC
William D. Bussey, JP
1838 Eli Bennett, PC
James I. Winn, JP
1839 Russell W. Johnson,PC
Andrew J. Deavors, JP
1840 Hinton Crawford, PC
Andrew Neese, JP
1841 Hinton Crawford, PC
J.S. Lane, JP
1842 John B. Chappell, PC
John P. Robinson, JP
1843 Richard Lane, PC
Augustus D. Russell, JP
1844 John W. Knight, PC
George H. Hancock, JP
1845 John W. Glenn, PC
William W. Allen, JP
1846 Edward L. Stevens

Samuel Anthony

James Osgood Andrew

1847 Edward L. Stevens

Harry P. Pitchford

James Osgood Andrew

1848 Davidson Williamson

Russell Reneau

1849 Edward L. Stevens

William J. Parks

1850 Andrew J. Deavors

William J. Parks

1851 Henry Cranford

William J. Parks

1852 William H.C. Cone

William J. Parks

1853 David Crenshaw

John W. Talley

1854 David Crenshaw

John W. Talley

William Capers

1855 David Crenshaw

John W Talley

John Early

1856 Henry Cranford

John W. Talley

James Osgood Andrew

1857 Henry Cranford

John W. Talley

James Osgood Andrew

1858 Meletiah H. Hebbard

James O..A. Clark

George Foster Pierce

1859 Meletiah H. Hebbard

James O.A. Clark

Hubbard H. Kavannaugh

1860 Henry Cranford

Joseph Staunton Key

George Foster Pierce

1861 Henry Cranford

Robert Wm. Bigham

George Foster Pierce

1862 Marshall F. Malsby

Robert Wm. Bigham

James Osgood Andrew

1863 Marshall F. Malsby

Robert Wm. Bigham

John Early
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YEAR PASTOR/ASSOC. PASTOR

PRESIDING ELDER/

BISHOP
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SALARY MEMBERS

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
1864 E.F. Anderson

Robert Wm. Bigham

George Foster Pierce

1865 E.F. Anderson

Walter R. Branham

George Foster Pierce

1866 Ellison D. Stone

Walter R. Branham

Holland N. McTyeire

1867 Elliston Stone

Walter R. Branham

George Foster Pierce

1868 I.M. Kenney

Walter R. Branham

Robert Pains

1869 I.M. Kinney

Thomas F. Pierce

David S. Doggett

1870 Charlie Oliver

Thomas F. Pierce

George Foster Pierce

1871 Peter A. Head

Eustace W. Speer

William May Wightman

1872 Ellison D. Stone

Eustace W. Speer

Enoch M. Marvin

1873 J.E. Sitton

Thomas F. Pierce

Robert Paine

1874 G.L. McClesky

Thomas F. Pierce

William May Wightman

1875 G.L. McClesky

Thomas F. Pierce

John Christian Keener

1876 William Thomas Bell

Thomas F. Pierce

George Foster Pierce

1877 William Thomas Bell

Robert Wm. Pierce

Robert Wm. Brigham

1878 William Thomas Bell

Robert Wm. Brigham

Holland N. McTyeire

1879 William Jasper Cotter

Robert Wm. Brigham

John Christian Keener

1880 Thomas O. Rorie

Robert Wm. Brigham

Holland N. McTyeire

1881 Thomas O. Rorie

George W. Yarbrough

H.N. McTyeire

1883 J.L. Lupo

George W. Yarbrough

G.F. Pierce

1885 Linzie W. Downs

Dr. Jesse Boring

Alpheus W. Wilson

1886 E.D. Stone

S.P. Richardson

H.N. McTyeire

1887 James V.M. Morris

S.P. Richardson

H.N. McTyeire

S.P. Richardson

J.C. Keener

1894 L. Dow Coggin

L.G. Johnson

A.G. Haygood

1895 J. M. Sewell

W.P. Lovejoy

J.C. Kenner

1899 James V.M. Morris

W.P. Lovejoy

B.R. Hendrix

1901 B.P. Searcy

W.P. Lovejoy

C.B. Galloway

1903 A.A. Sullivan

W.P. Lovejoy

J.S. Key

1905 A.J. Sears

W.L. Pierce

W.W. Duncan

1907 J.F. Davis

W.L. Pierce

Seth Ward

1909 John L. Franklin

W.L. Pierce

E.R. Hendrix

1911 J.M. Crow

W.L. Pierce

Alpheus W. Wilson

1913 Marvin A. Franklin

B.P. Allen

Collins Denny

1915 W.A. Woodruff

S.P. Wiggins

Collins Denny

1917 W.B. Mills

S.P. Wiggins

Warren A. Candler

1889*

W.W. Oslin

1919 W.R. England

S.P. Wiggins

Warren A. Candler

1920 C.N. Hays

G.F. Venable

Warren A. Candler

1922 C.N. Hays

$233

474**

$215

326**

$308
365**

W.B. Murrah

1923 B.C. Matteson

Walter S. Robinson

U.V.W. Darlington

1926 Charles A. Dougherty

Walter S. Robinson

W.B. Beauchamp
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SALARY MEMBERS

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
1927 R. Parks Segars

J. Lee Allgood

W.B. Beauchamp

1931 Bramwell C. Kerr

J.W. Veatch

John M. Moore

1933 Jack W. Nichols

J.W. Veatch

John M. Moore

1934 Jack W. Nichols

Dr. C. C. Jerrell

W.N. Ainsworth

1936 Jack W. Nichols

H.L. Byrd

W.N. Ainsworth

1937 Jack W. Nichols

M.M. Maxwell

W.N. Ainsworth

1938 W.C. Bowen

Charles L. Middlebrooks

Lloyd Decell

1942 James H. Carver

J. Hamby Barton

Arthur J. Moore

319**

1943 Shelton E. Adams

J. Hamby Barton

Arthur J. Moore

320**

1944 Edgar A. Padgett

J. Hamby Barton

Arthur J. Moore

1946 James Matthews

Horace S. Barton

Arthur J. Moore

$844

1948 Marion Sherrill

Horace S. Smith

Arthur J. Moore

$885

1949 Pleman Folds

Horace S. Smith

Arthur J. Moore

1951 J. Ray Dunahoo

J.C. Callaway

Arthur J. Moore

1955 Eugene Scott

J.C. Callaway

Arthur J. Moore

1956 Charles W. Naish

J.C. Callaway

Arthur J. Moore

$1,350

236***

1957 J. Leroy Smith

Dr. H.C. Hollard

Arthur J. Moore

$4,000

220***

1960 Cecil Page

Dr.Paul A. Turner

John L. Smith

$4,500

255**

1963 Herbert A. Owen

William H. Ruff

John L. Smith

$5,000

256

1966 J.R. Thompson

William H. Ruff

John L. Smith

$5,000

262

1967 W.A. Maxey

Lamar Cherry

John L. Smith

$7,500

245

1972 Oscar D. Crosby, Jr.

Dr. Eugene T. Drinkard

William R. Cannon

$11,096

220

1976 L. Edward Kelley

Dr. Eugene T. Drinkard

William R. Cannon

$16,028

222

1981 Harry Hawkins

Charles L. Middlebrooks Jr.

Joel McDavid

$21,929

150

1984 Harry Hawkins

Charles L. Middlebrooks, Jr.

Ernest Fitzgerald

1985 Alfred L. Key

Charles L. Middlebrooks, Jr.

Ernest Fitzgerald

$23,929

158

1987 Donald D. Cooper

Marion Eugene Dunn

Ernest Fitzgerald

$26,322

158

1993 Carol R. Scroggs

Carolyn W. Morris

James Lloyd Knox

$29,900

177

1995 Peggy Lowe

Carolyn W. Morris

$37,400

180

1999 Russell Repetske

Dr. J. Harold Smith

$45,059

193

2000 Russell Repetske

Dr. J. Harold Smith

G. Lindsey Davis

$46,711

194

Dr. J. Harold Smith

G. Lindsey Davis

$7,950

194

2002 Russell Repetske

Dr. John A. Simmons, III

G. Lindsey Davis

$52,465

190

2007 Russell Repetske

Dr. Robin Lindsey

G. Lindsey Davis

$61,500

187

2009 Russell Repetske

Dr. Robin Lindsey

J. Michael Watson

$61,500

186

2010 Russell Repetske

Dr. Gary Whetstone

J. Michael Watson

$61,500

2000- Larisa Parker
2004 (Assoc. Pastor)

*Factory mission church
** 5 church charge
*** 2 church charge
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$481

468**

447***
$1,177
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1981 Poem by Lois Shackelford for Princeton Talent Show
THE CHURCH AT PRINCETON
By Lois S. Shackelford, 1981
BY THE MUDDY MIDDLE OCONEE,
BY THE ASPHALT PATH TO MACON,
IN THE HEART OF BULLDOG COUNTRY,
WHERE THE CITY STREE SOUTH LUMPKIN,
FORMELY THE ROAD JOHN DAVIS,
ENDS UPON THE MACON HIGHWAY,
STANDS THE WORSHIP HOUSE OF PRINCETON,
NEWLY BUILT THE SANCTUARY,
IN THE WESLEYAN TRIDITION,
FOR THE WORSHIP OF THE LORD.
DARK BEHIND IT LIES THE GRAVEYARD,
LIES THE GRAVES OF SANTS VICTORIOUS,
THOSE WHOSE SOULS HAVE TRAVELED HEAVENWARD,
SITTING NOW BESIDE THE LORD.
BRIGHT BEFORE IT SPREADS THE GREEN LAWN,
TRIMMED BY MEN ON RIDING MOWERS,
KEEPING WELL THE GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS,
FOR THE WORSHIP OF THE LORD.
CAME THE TIME OF CHANGING PREACHERS,
AS THE METHODIST DO SO OFTEN,
BRINGING WITH IT MIXED EMOTIONS:
EAGER, ANXIOUS, CAUTIOUS, CURIOUS,
FOR ALL PREACHERS ARE NOT EQUAL . . .
SOME CAN PREACH AND SOME CAN COUNSEL,
SOME CAN PRAY AND SOME CAN VISIT,
SO THEY SHARE THEIR SPECIAL TALENTS,
AS THEY MOVE TO EACH ASSIGNMENT,
IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD.
ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE CABINET
AND THE DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT,
LEAVING FRIENDS AND PINE MOUNTAIN,
TO THE PRINCETON CONGERGATION,
CAME PREACHER HARRY HAWKINS,
WITH HIS LOVING WIFE NAMED JUDY
AND THEIR THREE WELL-MANNERED CHILDREN,
PREACHING OF THE LOVE OF JESUS,
SERMONS ON THE MOUNT AND PARABLES,
TEACHING OF THE ROMAN LETTER,
JOYFULLY PRASING, PRAISING, PRAYING, SINGING,
IN THE WORSHIP OF THE LORD.
AT THE DOOR ON SUNDAY MORNING,
STOOD THE PREACHER HARRY HAWKINGS,
MEETING, GREETING ALL THE MEMBERS.
LEARNING NAMES AND OCCUPATIONS,
LOOKING FOR BOTH STRENGTH AND WEEKNESS,
SEARCHING FOR THE DIVERSE TALENT
OF THE FLOCK HE WOULD SHEPHERD,
IN THE SERVICE OF THE LORD.
MANY THINGS HE CAME TO KNOW THERE,
LEARNED THE “MOUTH” IS BILLIE CARTEY,
KEEPER OF THE FLOWER CALENDAR,
CHAIRMAN OF THE MINISTRY COUNCIL,
SECOND CHAIR SOPERANO SINGER,
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CHOIR RECRUITER, VISITOR GREETER,
ANNOUNCEMENT MAKER, WOMEN LEADER,
NOT AFRAID OF BEING TURNED DOWN,
NOT AFRAID OF BEING PUT DOWN,
BUT TO HER OPINION LISTEN.
WOULD THAT MORE COULD SHARE SO FREELY,
OF THE HEART AND SOUL AND VOICE.
MET THE JANITOR, JAN WILSON,
CHAIRMAN OF EVANGELISM,
ALABAMA ACTRESS, SINGER,
WRITER, PAINTER, AND PHILOSOPHER,
WEARING JEANS AND SWINGING CHAINSAW,
CHANGING JOBS TO FIND THE RIGHT ONE,
SOON WILL TEACH GREEN COUNTY ENGLISH,
SEARCHING FOR THE TRUTH OF AGES,
TEACHING “ODDS AND ENDS” ON SUNDAY,
WITNESSING TO ALL WHO LISTEN,
PRAISING JESUS CHRIST THE LORD.
JIMMY HALE, THE DISTRICT WORKER,
MEN'S CLASS TEACHER, CHIEF HASH MAKER,
KEEPER OF THE CITY WATER,
YTESTIFYING THROUGH LAY SPEAKING,
OF THE SAVING GRACE OF GOD.
RICHARD COUCH THE MONEY KEEPER,
PINCHING PENNIES, MAKING PAYMENTS,
WATCHING THERMOSTATS, LIGHT SWITCHES,
ANY MEANS OF CONSERVATION,
LOVES A GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION
AND THE ONE WHO CHEERFULL MAKES IT,
FOR THE KINGDOM OF THE LORD.
MISTER ROBERT HAMILTON, WHO,
TEACHING SUNDAY SCHOOL THE LONGEST,
HAS NOT MISSED ONE DAY IN YEARS, AND
FORMER GROCER, POLITICIAN,
IN RETIREMENT STILL DOES TAXES,
SENDING WASHINGTON ITS DUE,
RENDERS UNTO GOD HIS PRAISE,
LOVES THE CHURCH AND LOVES THE LORD.
SALLIE HUFF, THE STEWARDSHIP CHAIRMAN,
PUSHES FOR THE BUILDING PROGRAM,
KEEPER OF SAINT MARY'S SNACK BAR,
INVITES AND WITNESSES FOR THE LORD.
SWEET JANE LEWIS KEEPS THE MONEY
FOR THE METHODIST WOMEN UNITED,
BETTERS PASTOR PARRISH RELATIONS,
KNOWS HOW TO BE A FRIEND TO ALL.
THEN THERE ARE THE PARRS AND JOHNSONS.
RITA SINGS AND DONALD TEACHES,
ELMER TEASES, CHARLOTTE PLEASES.
ALL THAT KNOWN THEM LOVE THEM DEARLY,
AND THEIR KIN—THEY NUMBER MANY,
IN THE PRINCETON CONGERGATION:
COUCHES, FULCHERS, LOYDS AND HUGHES.
OTHER FAMILIES IN GREAT MEMBERS
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SOME RELATED TO EACH OTHER,
SUCH A WEB NONE CAN UNRAVELDOSTERS, DOTTERYS, AND DUNBARS,
HALES AND HAMILTONS, HUFFS, JONES, AND PL
SHACKELFORDS AND SHAWS AND STYPES.
SPEAKING OF THE STYPES, THERE'S MARY
ANNOUNCEMEAIR FORCE ROTC SECRETARY,
WANTING TO RETURN TO SCHOOL SOON,
COUNSELING WOULD BE HER MAJOR.
JOHN, THE HELICOPTER PILOT,
PREACHER'S KID, HORTICULTURE GRADUATE,
SELLS REAL ESTATE TO MAKE A LIVING.
MIKE MAKES MUSIC. LINDA STUDIES.
CINDY TRIES HER 'HAND' AT TEACHING
LITTLE CHILDREN HARD OF HEARING. . .
LIKE PRETTY LITTLE MAURA HAMILTON,
ALMOST GROWN AND SO ATTRACTIVE,
WHOSE FATHER JIMMY RUNS THE GROCERY
CHAIRS COMMITIES: BUILDING, FINANCE,
PRESIDES O'ER METHODIST MEN UNITED.
MAURA'S MOTHER JOYCE THE TEACHER,
MEEK AND MILD IS FRIEND TO ALL.
THEY DEMONSTRATE TO ALL THAT KNOW THEM
THAT TO MINIMIZE A PROBLEM
MAXIMIZE THE JOY OF LIVING,
WITH GRATEFUL SERVICE FOR THE LORD.
THEN HE MET SOME MORE YOUNG PEOPLE,
COMING FROM THE CHILDREN'S WORSHIP:
INDIA, BECKY, SUSAN, CHRISTY,
TANYA, MINDY, RUSSELL, JIMMY,
HOLLY, MIKEY, AND REBECCA.
PHIL CARTER, THE CHOIR DIRECTOR,
ALSO LEADS THE PRINCETON YOUTH GROUP:
DAN AND AL AND TY AND CHERYL.
IN BETWEEN ANOTHER SUSAN,
NAURA, TONYA NEED A TEACHER.
THESE WILL BE THE CHURCH TOMORROW,
LEADERS, TEACHERS, PROPHETS, PARENTS
FOR THE SERVICE OF THE LORD.
NOW CONSIDER HARRY HAWKINS.
WHAT OF HIM WHO COMES TO PRINCETON?
ROSWELL NATIVE FROM NORTH FULTON,
OLDEST CHILD OF SIX, YOUNG HAWKINS,
SURVIVING ACCIDENTS AND ILLNESS,
MAKING BOY SCOUT RANK OF EAGLE,
PRESIDING O'ER HIS SENIOR CLASSMATES,
STARTED COLLEGE AT YOUNG HARRIS,
THEN TRANSFERING TO SOUTHERN TECH,
COMPLETING NECESSARY REQUIREMENTS,
GRADUATING IN DUE TIME,
THIS BRIGHT YOUNG CIVIL ENGINEER
STARTED HIS CAREER AT LOCKHEED,
BUT HE HEARD THE CALL UPON HIM,
ANSWERED AND BEGAN RETRAINING.
EIGHT LONG YEARS OF SCHOOLING FACED HIM
AT LAGRANGE AND U. OF EMORY,
SERVING CHURCHES LARGE ONES, SMALL ONES,
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STARTING ON THE WEST POINT CIRCUIT,
HILLCREST CIRCUIT, ROSWELL FIRST CHURCH,
THEN TO GRIFFIN FIRST (ASSOCIATE),
WESLEY CHAPEL AND PINE MOUNTAIN,
LEARNING, TEACHING GROWING, SHARING,
OR THE TRUE AND RISEN LORD.
AT HIS LEISURE HE RELAXES,
HUNTING ROCKS, DETECTING METALS,
HIKING, CAMPING, AND CANOEING.
TAKING PICTURES, ALSO READING.
FORMER HIGH SCHOOL END AT FOOTBALL
AND A PRO-CLASS BOWLING EXPERT,
STILL PLAYS CHURCH LEAGUE VOLLEYSOFTBALL
WITH THE SAME ENTHUSIASM
THAT HE PLAYS THE GAME OF LIFE AND
WINS NEW SOULS FOR CHRIST THE LORD.
BY THE MIDDLE OCONEE,
BY THE ASPHALT PATH TO MACON,
STANDS THE WORSHIP HOUSE OF PRINCETON,
NEWLY BUILT THE SANCTUARY,
FOR THE WORSHIP OF THE LORD.
BUT THE CHURCH IS NOT THE BUILDING
BRICKS AND MORTAR CANNOT WITNESS.
CHRISTIAND PEOPLE CARING, SHARING,
HEAR AND TELL THE GOSPEL STORY.
ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS
ADMIT THE NEED OF CHRIST THE SAVIOR,
SUBMIT TO HIS ALL-POWERFUL LOVING,
COMMIT YOUR LIFE INTO HIS KEEPING,
TRANSMIT THAT FEELING TO ANOTHER,
EVANGELIZE FOR CHRIST THE LORD.

Lois Shackleford
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1985 Poem by Lois Shackelford for Homecoming

96

97

98

Princeton UMC Parsonage History
In the 1920’s through the 30’s, ministers of the Princeton charge lived in a mill house at
Princeton. In June 1913 Mrs. Hattie F. Hale (mother of Talmadge Hale) bought a tract of
land from Mrs. Ida Bramblett (Edwin Bramblett’s grandmother) that adjoined land owned
by Clifford M. Waters. On January 20, 1939, Clifford Waters (father of Edna W.
Shackelford) bought the tract from Mrs. Hattie F. Hale and that same day donated a lot
(now 2146 S. Lumpkin St) off the tract to Princeton UMC to be used by the church for as
long as the church kept the parsonage in that location. A revision clause, included in the
deed, stated that title to the land would return to Clifford M. Waters if the land was not
used as a parsonage. The Trustees named on the Security Deed were: Robert D.
Hamilton (Jimmy Hamilton’s uncle), William A. Shaw, Arthur S. Oldham, and C. G.
Jones (Cecil Jones father). Clifford M. Waters and other men of the church built the
parsonage. The Trustees borrowed $1,200 from Athens Federal Savings to buy materials
used in the construction of the parsonage. The parsonage was a novice siding home with
two bedrooms, one bath, kitchen, dining room, living room with a fireplace, and a front
porch. William (Bill) Bowen was the first minister to live in the new parsonage (1939)
and William (Bill) Maxey was the last minister to live in the 2146 South Lumpkin St.
parsonage (1965). During most of those twenty five years of the life of the parsonage,
ministers serving the Princeton Charge were student pastors that were going to the
University of Georgia and then on to seminary. The charge consisted of churches in
Princeton, Whitehall, and Temple church. Princeton furnished and maintained the
parsonage for the charge. When Whitehall church closed the ministers preached at
Princeton three Sundays a month and fourth Sunday they preached at Temple. This
arrangement was terminated when Princeton went to a full time charge in the late 1950’s.
On September 29, 1965, Clifford M. Waters sold the parsonage lot ($500) to the church
so that the land and parsonage could be sold. The Trustees took the proceeds from the
sale and applied them to purchasing a home from William Fleeman located at 290
Pinewood Circle off Timothy Road in Athens, Ga. for a parsonage.
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